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and faſt in the Liberty, wherewith Chriſt bath 

made us free, and be not entangled again with the 

Yoke of Bondage, pet Gal. c. 5. v. 1. 
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Ihe PREFACE. to the CHILDREN 
of the REFORMATION. 


D not concerned to know whoſe hand it is which holds the 
| > Link, but follow the Light it gives : Reach your hand to 
| receive this Treatiſe, which marks the ſhore where the Ark of our 
* Reformation, ſhatter'd by a Deluge of Troubles may reſt ; which 
Va holy Liberty to all and ench Perſon to believe or not believe, act 
dr not act as he fleaſes, , with a ſafe Conſcience, according to the 
Principles of our Reformation. We generally lament the Con vulſions 
vbich ſhake our Church and State, through the diverſity of Opi- 
ons, profeſſed by our ſeveral Congregations; ſome Remedies have 
deen applied to bring us to Peace and Coney ; but all have 
- Froved ine fectual; ſome of our Doctors judge nothing can cure our 
Diſeaſe, but a General Council or ſupreme Authority, to whoſe 
* Bentence awe ſhould all ſubmit ; but this, beſides, that it is Popiſh, 
rant any human Power for to oblige our Conſciences againſt our 
udgments in Matters of Religion, is but an imaginary Remedy 
ra real Evil : For, it's not in the Reformation as in Popery ; 
this there. is a ſupreme Authority for to convene the Paſtors of di- 
gers Kingdoms to a general Council, in our Reformation there is 
e; Popery believes it's Councils and Popes infallible ; and there- 
e they cannot acquieſce, becauſe an infallible Sentence leaves no 
Nubt of the Truth; but in the Refor mation, all Councils and. hu- 
n Authority are fallible ; and conſequently their Deciſions may 
doubted of, and we are never certain of the Truth. 
| Others judge, the Remedy of our Diſeaſe can be ns other, but 
Fils of Perſecution, penal Laws, Acts of Parliament, Ordinan- 
of Synods forcing Men to Conformity; but this has proved not 
ly defiruftive to the Peace of the Church, but has ſhackt the very 
undation of our Reformation; for if aue muſt believe under ſevere 
nalties awhat the State and Eccleſiaſtical Authority will have 
believe ; then Scripture muſt be no more our Rule of Faith, but 
State and Church; which tells me what I muſt believe ; and 
? muſt be deprived of the Right and Poꝛver of interpreting Scrip- 
e and believing it in the Senſe we think it to be the true ; and 
our whole Reformation is cemented and was firſt raiſed upon 
Holy Liberty; that every one ſhould read Scripture, interpret 
and believe whatever he thought was the true Senſe of it; auithr 
any Compulſion or Gente; for to believe either Churcb, State, 
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_ Univerſity, or Doctors, if wwe did not judge by Scripture bi 
Doctrine was true. | „„ 
If Prudence had as great a Share in our Conduct, as Paſſiuſ p a; 
pun one regulate our future by the Effects of our paſi Action 
and if we will caſt an Eye back to the Tranſattions of later Tea 
ave ſhall find this Compulſion of Mens Conſciences has produced bil The 
Confuſton in our Church, and ſital Diſturbances in our State; ot | 
ED trary-wiſe, never did our Reformation enjoy more Peace, ſhin" 2 
 avith-more Luſter, and held its Courſe with mare Happineſs, th 
auen none was moleſted for his Profeſſion, but every one had Lib 
ty to believe and teach, what Doctrine and Senſe each one thoug! 4 
to be the moſt conformable to Scripture. Conſider the Infancy of 
Reformation, when Cod raiſed Luther to repair the Ruins of 
Church; hoo of a ſudden it ſpread bas in Germany, Franc: 
Holland, Poland, Scotland, and England, and by vob 
means ?® Was it not by taking away all Confiraint of Mens C. 2 
ſciences (uſed then only in the Popijh Church,) our bleſſed ReformM 
taking to themſelves and gig ing to others a Holy Liberty i 
| to teach and believe whatever they judred to be the Doctrine ui 
true Senſe of Scripture, tho it ſhow!d be againſt the received Opinif 
of the Councils, Church, Univer ſilies and Doctors? 150k into 
Reign of Edward the VI. then, did our Reformation flouriſh 
England; and was miraculoufly propagated by the Liberty 
Martin, Bucer, Cranmer, Ochinus, Peter Martyr, and othz 
in teaching Calviniſm, Lutheraniſm, Zuinglianiſm, by Scriſ 
ture as every ane underſioud it : Deſcend to the Reign of Du 
Mary, then the Light of the Goſpel was eclipſed, becauſe the Fl, 
_ avas again Popiſhly compelled to believe, not what they judged! 
Scripture to be true; but what the Pope and Church judged au 
fuch : Come drwn a Step lower to Queen Elizabeth's time , the 
the Flock recovering that holy Liberty for to believe awhat each i 
thought was the Doctrine of Scripture, the Reformation gain 
Ground ; our ſeveral Congregations lived peaceably; 77 tho Pri 
teſtancy was the eftabliſh'd Reliſ i = of the Land, others were n 
oppreſſed, nor their Liberty conſtrained by Compulſions : Step de 
4 Degree lower to King James his time; the Reformation held! 
Courſe as proſperouſly as in Queen Elizabeth's time, becauſe Mi 
Conſciences were not aprefſes' all Reform d Brethren had full l 
berty to believe as they pleaſed ; the Proteſtancy was the Reli 
on of the King: Look down a Step lower to 5 þ Charles /Mntano 
Firft'; Reign; bis Majeſty carried with a Godly Zeal of reftraini@roay 
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* The PREFACE. 5 
be Diverſity of Opinions, begot by the Liberty enjoyed in his Pre- 4 
F eceſſors times, would by new Laws and Ordinances force the Flock 
p an Uniformity of Doctrine; but our zealous Brethren the Preſ- | 
© @yterians, impatient of any Conſtraint in Aﬀairs of Religion, and 1 
Leading for the Evangelical Liberty of cur Reformation, for to be- þ 

Seve nothing, nor to uſe any Rites or Ceremonies, but as each one 
aged by Scripture to be convenient; they covenanted againſt his 
Lajefty and Biſbop's; and the Storm grew to that Height, that 
th Church and State were drown'd almoſt in the Blood of our 
Feformed Brethren : Laſily, look upon our Realm as it is at preſent, q 
Ve Symptoms 4 Diſatisfations which you may read and hear | 
Coffee-Houſes, in public and private Converſations ; the | 
Parfles of Fealouſies, which appear, in our Land; the Cabals a- 
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Fant cur Government ; the Animoſity of divided Parties; the | 
d Aufm and Complaints of all ; what's all this but the Smoke of | | 
Cu Pot hidden Fire of Zeal, wherewith Proteſtants would force 1 
rm Freſbyterians by penal Laxus, to profeſs their Tenets, Preſbyte- | | 
ty ans exclaim againſt Proteſtancy as again/? Popery ; Quakers þ 
1e af de both to be Limbs of Satan ; Anabaptiſts look on all three as 
pin E biluren of Perdition ; and no Congregation would give Liberty 
nto er to profeſs any Tenets but its ogunĩ; inſomuch that if you conſi- 
riſh Mer all awell, each of our Congregations, are as ſevere Tyrants over 
% Judgments and Conſciences as Popery was, and our Reforma- 
%% en comes to be in effet but an Exchange of one Italian Pope for 
Serif many Engliſh ones: For as in Popery, we muſt ſubmit our 
Que udements to the Pope and Church of Rome, or be efteemed 
2 FU #irid, rettan Members, and be ſhut out of Heaven's Gates ; and 
feed Her Inquiſitions, Perſecutions, Excommunications, and 
d au bat not; fo among us you muſt believe Scripture as interpreted by 
, thee Church of England or you are condemned by them; you muſt | 
xch oft tieve Scripture as interpreted by the Preſbyterians, or you are 14 
gain ceurſed by them ; you muſt believe as Anabaptiſts do, or you are 
PH nnd by them; and not one Congregation among us, but would 


ere 


vot all the others out of the World, if it could; and wwe do not fear | | 


bat Danger whereof S. Paul, Gal. 5. 15. warns us, It we 
held ite and devour one another, let's take heed, we be not 
e MFonſumed one of another; giving us likewiſe a wholeſome Ad- 
Full Mice in the ſame Place, hazw to prevent this Evil ; Stand faſt in 
Ge he Liberty, wherewith Chrift has made us free, and be not 
les /| 


ntangled again with the Yoke of Bondage: The World did 
"van under this heaz'y Yoke in Popery; wherein our Rule of Faith 
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was Scripture as interpreted by the Pope and Church : Ser 15 
ture was kept from the Hand of the Flick : No Man permitted i 
give or believe any Interpretation or Senſe of it, but what i 
Pope, Church, and Fathers did approve; Our Reaſan, our Jud 


ments, our Conſciences were Slaves under this Yoke, until G. + 


raiſed cur glorious, and bleſſed Reformers Luther, Calvin, Zu; 


inglius, Beza, and others: who took a Holy Liberty, and gas 


as all Liberty for to Read and Interpret Scripture : To believe i 


Doctrine, but what ve judged to be true by Scripture : To belieny 


any Senſe of it, which we judged 10 be true, thi contrary to d 
the World: They took for their Rule of Faith Scripture, and uy 
thing elſe but Scripture, as each one of them underſtcod it; this ſan 


| Rule of Faith they left to us, and a Holy Freedom and Liberty 
our Judgment: and Conſciences, that any Man of found Tudgme 


may bold and believe whatever Senſe of it, he thinks to be true. 


This therefore is the ſcope and end of my following Treati 


that, whereas our Rule of Faith as I will prove by the unanim 
conſent of our whole Reformed Church, is Scripture or God's Wri 
ten Word, as Interpreted by each Perſon of ſound Judgment ; th 

zwhereas by the Principles of our Reformation, no Man is to be co 
trained to believe any Doctrine againſt his Judgment and Con ſa 
ence : (otherwiſe why were we not left in Popery ) it is impioi 
tyrannical, and quite againſt the Spirit of the Reformation, | 
force us by Acts of Parliaments, Decrees of Synods, Invectiwes, a 


Perſecutions, of indiſcreet Brethren, to embrace this or that Rel 


gion; that every one ought to be permited to helieve what be plei 
ſes; if you think Bigamy to be the Doctrine of Scripture : If yi 
think by Scripture there is one Nature and four Perſons in Gud 
if you think Tranſubſtantiation to be true; if you judge by Gu 
Wards there's neither Purgatory nor Hell; finally whatever 9. 
think to be the true Senſe of Scripture, you are bound as a true R 
form'd Child, to believe it; that it is quite againſt the Spirit 
Reformation to cenſure, oppoſe or blame the Doctor of the Refor 
ed Church; becauſe that any Doctrine profeſſed by any Chrijli 
Congregation, whatever (the Popiſh excepted) or that ever wi 
delivered by any Man of good Judgment of the Reformation, ſit 
the beginning of it, until this day, is as truly and really the Di 
trine of the Reformation, as the figurative Preſence or King's fuf! 
macy is. Conſequently Proteſtants are deſervedly to be cbech df 
perſecuting Quakers ; Quakers, for murmuring againſt Freſb 

terians; theſe, for their invectives againſi Anabaptiſts and 
; | ciniani 
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£3 cinians ; All are very good; and you may lawfully, according e 
the principles of our Reformation, believe them, vr deny them. 
This Evangelical Liberty of believing any thing, which 
ue judge to be the Sence of Scripture, though all the reſt of 
the World ſhould judge it to be a Blaſphemy, is the moſt diſ- 
tinctive ſign of the Reformation from Popery; for Papiſts are 
the Children of Agar the Slave; they live in Bondage and 
Conſtraint to believe any Doctrine, which the Pope and 
ies Church propoſes to them; and if a learned Man or_Univerſi- 
to of ty ſhould judge it to be contrary to Scripture, he muſt ſub- 
1 u mit his Judgment to that of the Pope, or be condemn'd as an 
i Heretick : In our Reformation, we are the Children of Sa- 
% rab the Free; our Rule of Faith is Scripture as each Perſon 
of ſound Judgment in the Church underſtands; if we do not 
42. like the Doctrine of the Pope, Church or Council, we may 
ati gainſay them all, and hold our own ſenſe of Scripture : We 
ma enjoy the Perogative of Rational Creatures, we are led. by 
„„icour own Reaſon, which God has given us for our conduct, 
ya and are not like Beaſts, conſtrained to follow that of others. 
be cu We follow the Rule given us by S. Paul, Rom. 14. He 
"on ſily 220 eats, let him not deſpiſe him avho does nat eat; and who 
nie des not eat, let him nal deſpiſe him wwho does eat; for God | 
n, Bath received bim: That's to ſay, he who believes, let him I! 
not check him who does not believe, as he does: And he I} 
who does not believe, let him not blame him who does be- 
lieve : But let each one believe, or not believe as he thinks 
beſt in the Lord: This holy Liberty and Freedom is the Spi- | 
rit of God, for, where the Spirit of God is, there is Liberty 2 | 
Cor. 3. ſays the Apoſtle : The Lord inſpire our Parliament, ; 
that now fits upon a perfect and new ſettlement of Govern- li 
ment and Religion, to follow the foot-ſteps of our firſt re- i} 
nown'd Reformers: To enact that there may be no other | 
Rule of Faith, but that which we received from our Refor- | 
mers, and which is laid down for us in the 39 Articles of the if 
Church of England. That is, Scripture as each one beſt unn. 
derſtands it, without regarding the judgment, Senſe, er 
Interpretation of any but the pure Word of God, as we under 
ſtand it: And to enact Penal Laws againſt any fo bold ang 
uncharitable, as to cenſure or blame the Tenets of any Con» | 
by gregation, be it Lutheraniſim, Preſtyterianiſin, Arianiſm, u. 
daiſm, or Paganiſm; Or any Doctrine whatever, that an 
A 4 | Mann 
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Reformation; and alſo advertiſe our Writers and School- 


tion of any Popiſh Writer, none but our own Doctors. 


you for teaching and believing what you underſtand Scrip-P 
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The PREFACE. 


Man of ſound judgment thinks in his Conſcience to be the I ſcar 
Senſe and Doctrine of Scripture. run 


Three things make me hope, that this Treatiſe will be wel- ſuch 
come to the well inclined and pious Reader of our Reformed and 
Church : Firſt, that there is not one Author quoted in this Jah: 
Book, but our own Doctors. Learned and Godly Children and 
of the Reformation; and this I obſerve, that my Reader may it c: 
know there's not a Jot of any Doctrine here but what is of the whe 


Men, how much, they diſcredit our Reform'd Church by ” ther 


making ſo much uſe of Popiſh Doctors and Books in their and 
Writings ; as if we had not great and learned Men of our | Jacce 
own; if we look into our Biſhops and Minifters Libraries, we} Jand 


mall meet but Books either of confeſſedly Papiſts, or ſtrong- Jef F 


* 


ly ſuſpected of Popery ; and you ſhall hardly meet in any of} ſſoui 


them, the works of Luther, Calvin, Beza, or any of our own N Doc 
Authors, if you do not meet ſome Comedies, or Romances: 


if you Read our modern Writers, you ſhall find their Books Fine 
to be ſtuft with Arguments ſtolen from Stapleton, Peron, Seri 


Bellarmin, and other Popiſh Doctors, whereas they ought to] Ref 


take their Doctrine from Luther, Calvin, and our other firſtÞ it? 
Reformers, Apoſtles raiſed by God's Heavenly Spirit: OraclesÞ not 
by whoſe Mouths and Pens he delivered the pure and ortho-] Fine 
dox Doctrine of the Goſpel; Heavenly Fountains, from] Þy 1 
which we ought to drink the Doctrine of the Reformation: 
Therefore, I have made a particular ſtudy, for the Comfort] 
of my Reader, not to profane this Treatiſe with any quota- Þ Mt 


- Secondly my Reader will be ene with this Treatiſe, be- Þlai 
cauſe I do not oblige him to believe the contents of it, if he 
miſlikes any Doctrine couched in this Book, let him not be- 


lieve it; what I pretend, is, to maintain his Liberty for to] ſeen 


believe or not believe what he pleaſes, and that none can] ma) 


ſay black is his eye, for believing whatever he judges to be the in t 
ſenſe of Scripture ; let all others think of it what they will ;Þt he 


for, our Rule of Faith, as I will prove, being Scripture as] 
each Perſon underſtands it, who can be fo bold as to check 


ture to ſay ? ſome Doctrines there are in this Book delivered 
by Luther, Calvin, Zuinelius, Beza, and others ; which our | 
Church of England and ſome others do call Blaſphemies, and 
(xg f ſcandalous 
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1 The r NEF Ae 
the ſcandalous Tenets; and their irreverence and arrogance is 

run ſo far, as to condemn thoſe bleſſed Men, for teaching 
Fel- ſuch Tenets, and ſay, that they ſwerved from the Truth, 
ned and had their Frailties, in ſo much, that many of us are 
his alhamed to own thoſe great Men to have been our Reformers 
ren and Leaders: This is an impiety altogether inſupportable, 
lay it cannot be ſuffered with Patience that ſuch Apoſtolical Men, 


the who were undeniably our firſt Maſters of the Reformation, 


ol - ſhould be ſo villified and abuſed: Therefore I do prove, that 
by there's no Doctrine delivered by them, but is to be eſteemed 


1eir | and called the Doctrine of the Reformation: And can be 


our according to the Principles of the Reform'd Church, believed 
and taught by any Reform'd Child: For what is our Rule 
Bf Faith in the Reformation, but Scripture as each Perſon of 
y of Found Judgment underſtands it? Confequen:ly what is the 
wn | Doctrine of the Reformation, but what any Perſon of ſound 
Judgment underſtands to be of Scripture ? What ever Do&- 
oks | Fine therefore, Luther, Calvin, or others judged to be of 
ron, Þcripture, How can you deny it to be the Doctrine of the 
t to Reformation, Or blame them for teaching and believing 
firſtÞ it? If you do not like it; The moit, you can in Juſtice do, is 
xcles| Mot to believe it; But you cannot Juſtly ſay it's not the Doct- 
tho- Þ Fine of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture as underſtood 
frompÞy Perſons of good Judgment: Nor can you in Juſtice blame 
ion: them, or any other" for believing it, if they like it: For, 

muſt not we believe, what we Judge in our Conſciences to be 
ota- the Doctrine of Scripture ? 

4 Laſtly, my Reader will be pleaſed with the ſincerity and 


n 


„ be- plain dealing of this Treatiſe : As much as we are all offend- 


if hel ed by the diſſimulation and double dealing of our modern 


t be- Writers, whoſe aim and ſcope in the Books they give out, 
or to ſeem to be nothing elſe, but to ſay ſomewhat, whereby they 
can may be thought to be no Papi/ts, and nothing is leſs found 
e the in their Writings than the pure and orthodox Doctrine of 
will the Reformation: And what is to be bemoan'd, that you'll 
Ire as] hardly fee in the Houſes or Hands of the Flock, the Works of 
check] Luther, Calvin, or our firſt Reformers, they are hid from us, 


Scrip- 1 o keep us in ignorance of the true Reformed Doctrine, and 
| Ve ſee but Bramball, Tillotſon, Taylir, Stillingfleet, Thorndike, 


h our nd ſuch others, whoſe Doctrine is neither Popery, nor of 
de Reformation, but a new compound of both; they do 
alous Ag | mangle 
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The r REF ACE. 
mangle the Queſtions controverted with their Scholaſtical 
ſubtilities and diſtinctions, as if they were aſhamed to own 
openly our Tenets, and did endeavour to get the Opinion of 
moderate ſober Men with the Papiſts, by drawing as near as 
their Intereſt can permit them, to their Doctrine, Aſk them, 
if we be obliged to believe the Doctrine and Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, delivered by a general Council ; Our firſt Reformers 


_ 


; 


reſolved roundly that we are not: Nay Luther, ſays expreſly 
we are bound to gainſay, and work againſt the Decrees of 


any Council; but our modern Doctors anſwer with a pretty 
diſtinction, There's a civil obligation, quoth one, but uo obli- 
gation in Conſcience: There's an obligation in 2 ſays 


another, provided you do not believe they are infallible : You may 


believe they are infallible objeftively or terminatively, ſays ano- 
ther, But not ſubjectively They are infallible in Fundamenta: 
points, ſays another, but not in inferior Truths. Another wi! 


come yet, and ſay they are abſolutely infallible in all Articles 
and thus by little and little, the Papiſts gain ground again 


us, and che luſter of our Reformation is clouded by our cow: 
ardlineſs, or inſincerity, or hypecrifie of our modern Teach. 
ers. 1 Kings 18. How long halt ye between two Opinions? || 


the Lord be God, follow him : But if Baal, then follow him 


Luther, Calvin, Beza, and our other firſt Reformers were 
raiſed by God to teach us the purity of the Goſpel : let u 


not be aſhamed to follow their Doctrine: to Speak, Preach 


and Believe as they did : Therefore, I do propoſe their Doc 
trine in this Treatiſe in its native Colours, that if you lik 
it, you may believe it, and if any be fo bold as to ſay yo 
believe falſe or ſcandalous Doctrine, you muſt anſwer ; It 
the Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture, a 


underſtood by Perſons of Judgment, and the greateſt Oracle 


we had: And if you do not like it, you may deny it, bi 


beware never to blame or check any other for believing it 


This is the Holy Liberty of the GOSPEL and of ou 


Primitive REFORMATION. 
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Firſt Dialogue. 
SMAEL. I have read your Preface and Prin- 
ciples, and methinks you ſtrive to eſtabliſh a 
new Religion; for that unlimited Liberty, 
which you aſſert for to believe or not believe, 


whatever we pleaſe with a ſafe Conſcience, is not 


allowed by any of our reformed Congregations ; 
and it were to be wiſhed, you ſhould rather ſtick 
to ſome one of the Congregations now eſtabliſh'd, 


| than to erect a new one, for we havebut' too 


many already. . AT 


Iſaac. The Lord forbid I ſhould think or ſpeals 


otherwiſe than as becometh a true Child of the Re- 


formation : If you will oblige me to believe Scrip- 
ture as interpreted by the Luthers an Church ( 
like I ſay of any other Congregation?) nd dẽE ni 


the Tenets of all others, what Difference betwikt 
me and a Papiſt in the Choice of my Religion? 
For the Papiſts Religion muſt be no other, but 
Scripture as interpreted by the Pope ard Coun- 
cils; my Religion muſt be Scripture as inter preted 
by the Lutheran Church, and no other; my Judg- 


ment and Conſcience therefore is as much con- 


ſtrained as that of the Papiſt; and our Separation 
from Popery will come to be but an Exchange of 
one Slavery for another; in that, our Judgments 
and Conſciences were Slaves to the: Pope and 
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Councils; in this, we are Slaves. to the LniitÞoreon j{ i 
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|. Jooking upon them with fo paſſionate Eyes, as to ; 
* ..:cen{are, check, and force others to believe them: 
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Church: We became a Reformation by ſhaking ne 
off the Yoke of Popery from our Judgments, and] to 
leaving them free for to believe Scripture as with FJ ou 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, each one beſt un-Þ* wo 
derſtands it; and if we will continue a Reforma- ] Pr 
tion, we muſt not ſubmit again our Judgments to we 
any other, but retain that bleſſed Liberty we re- TI 
covered for to believe the Tenets of any Congre- ga 
gation. I confeſs this Liberty is not allowed by cu! 
any one particular Congregation, as you oblerve; ¶ loc 
but you muſt alſo grant me, that it's allowed and inc 
taken by the whole Body of the Reformation, for Po 
in this whole Body, as it comprehends Proteſtants Lil 
of the Church of England, Lutherans, Preſbyteri- Ch 


ans, &c. One Congregation believes what the Po 


other denies, and in any of them a Man may live of 
with a ſafe Conſcience (which you will not deny;) Hof 
therefore any Man has ſull Liberty for to believe tio 


or deny with a ſafe Conſcience the Tenets of any Na I 


Congregation: Hence it follows, (and to my op 
Grief I ſpeak it,) that no particular Congregation, by 


de it of England, France, or Germany, has the tha 


true Spirit of the Reformation, in doting ſo much Te 
upon their particular Tenets, as to think they Re 
cannot be as well denied, as believed; and inſt 


You ſhall ſee by this Diſcourſe, that the true Spi- 
rit of the Reformation is not in any one particu-|i 
lar Congregation ſeparately taken from the ret; 
for each particular Congregation conſtrains as 
much as it can, all People to believe its own Te- 
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; | nets: The Church of England would have us all 


8 
nd to be of that Church, and would root Lutherans 
th out of the World as well as Popery ; Lutherans 


n. would, if they could, draw all to their own Net; 
ba- Preſbitery eſteems itſelf to be the beſt of all, and 
to would cruſh the Church of England if it could: 

re- This then is the Spirit of each particular Congre- 
re- gation, a /imiting, confining Spirit to ſome parti- 
by] cular Tenets, with an Excluſion of all others; but 
ve; look on the whole Body of our Reformation, as it 


nd includes all reformed Congregations diſtinct from 


for Popery; there is a holy Extenſion of Spirit and 
nuts Liberty for to be either Luthe: ans, Preſbyterians, 
Church of England: Proteſtants, and any thing but 
Fopery; and whatever any Congregation may ſay 
live of another, all unanimouſly agree that the Spirit 


eve tion; ſince therefore there is in this whole Body, 


any 4a Latitude and Liberty for to profeſs divers and 


my oppoſite Tenets, and that each Tenet is believed 
ion, by one, and denied by others; we muſt grant 

theſ that this holy Liberty ſor to believe or deny any 
mch Tenets we pleaſe, is the true Spirit of our holy 
mel {Refor mation. 
d in It's not therefore to be wiſh'd, as you do, that 
1s to ſhould ſtick ro any one particular Congregation 
em: or Tenet ; for ſuch a Reſtriction is meer Popery; 
Spi- Hand your bemo: aning the Multiplicity of our Con- 
ticu-ſgregations is Profane and Popiſh : No, ic's a bleſ- 
reſt; || ing of the Lord upon our Reformation, for which 
ns asg we ſhall never ſufficiently thank him, that we ſee 
Te- it divided into fo many Godly Branches. In the 
nets: | 0 


gof the Lord is in the whole Body of the Reforma- 
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many Religions ; but Truth muſt be declared, 


(4) 


Houſe of my Father, ſaid Chriſt, there are many I 


Man ſions, John 14. 2. i De 
Iſmael. By your Diſcourls you ſeem to allow p. 
Pr 

that we may with a ſafe Conſcience change Reli- 
gions as often as we pleaſe, and be to day a Pro- 
teftant, to morrow a Lutheran, next day a Preſby- of 
terian, and fo run over all. | 
Lſaac. I know you will be ſtart!'d at my Am 
ſwer, for I am not ignorant thet all Men appre- 
hend it to be abſurd to change and run over ſo 


though it may ſeem a Scandal to the Fews, and a 
Folly to the Gentiles : Its therefore the Doctrine ol che 


the Reformation that we may with a ſafe Con-Þ H. 


ſcience be to day Proteſtants, to morrow Luth. ſta 
rans; in France Hugonots, in Hungary Antitrinita of 


rians, in Poland Socinians, and in London of an Ch 
Religion but Popery. | £3! 


Iſmael. For ſhame, you foully impoſe upon th: be 


Reformation; there's not any Congregation tha P- 


teaches ſuch a ſcandalous and abſurd Doctrine. ¶ of 
{ſaac. By your Favour, I love the Reformation ga 

as the Apple of my Eye, and will never ch an. 

any in my Zeal for its Honour and Doctrine ; ¶ po 
am ſo far from impoſing upon it, that I will ev! | eac 
. dence your Error in denying this to be its DocÞ for 
trine; and it will appear that whoever will deny ¶ to 

a bs very lawful to change Religions as Tim of 
and Occaſion require, muſt renounce the beſt an Ch 

fundamental Principles of our Reformation, an T. 

muſt impiouſly condemn the Practice of our fir eve 

| Refor mers. tur 
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OW Principles of our Reformation; whereas there is 
„ot one Congregation of ours, but abhors it;? 

Tk Tax. Sir, you may well perceive by the Tenor 
of my Diſcourſe, that I am pioufly and charitably 
jealous with each particular Congregation, and 
that my Drift is to ſhew that each of them, none 
'Þ excepted, ſwerves from and tranſgreſſes againit 
tlie true Spirit and ſolid Principles of the Refor- 
mation, as will further appear in this Diſcourſe. 

| It's unconteſtedly true that the Rule of Faith of 
the Reformation, is Scripture, as the humble of 
Heart, aſſiſted with the Spirit of the Lord, under- 
ſtand it; for Lutherans will never admit the Rule 
Jof Faith to be Scripture, as interpreted by the 


an' Church of England, but as interpreted by them- 

| ſelves; nor will England admit the Scripture to 
1 1 be the Rule of Faith, as it is interpreted by the 
thai Preſbyterians, but as interpreted by the Church 
ne. of England So that the Doctrine of each Congre- 
atio ration is but Scripture, as interpreted by them, 
d and whereas all theſe Congregations jointly com- 
e poſe the whole Body of the Reformation, and 
evi each Congregation is truly a Member of the Re- 
Doc; formation, the Doctrine of the Reformation comes 
NY to be Scripture, as each Congregation, and Perſon 
Ting of found Judgment in the Reformation, (ſays the 
t ang Church of England in her 39 Articles) interprets it. 
5 — This being an uncontroul'd Truth, what Man of 
r fail 


ever ſo found Judgment, but may read today Scrip- 
ture, as interpreted by the Lutheran Church, and 
judge 


fnael. How will you make it out that this 
Doctrine is grounded upon the Fundamental 


003 
judge in his Conſcience that Interpretation and 
Doctrine to be true; conſequently he may with a 
ſafe Conſcience profeſs that Religion : Soon after 
he may meet Calvin's Books, and charm'd with the 


admirable ſtrength of his reaſons and gloſſes upon 


Scripture, he may judge in his Conſcience, he is 


to be preferred before Luther, and ſo may law- 


fully forſake Lutheran/m for Calviniſm, then again 


he hits upon Scripture as interpreted by the 
Church of England, whoſe Doctrine raviſhes him 


with that Decency of Ceremonies, that Majeſty of 


her Liturgy, that Harmony of her Hierarchy, he 


is convinc'd it's better than Ca/vm/m, and em- 


braces it : Then again, he reads the Works of 


Arius, and convinc 4 by the Energy of his Argu— 
ments and Texts of Scripture produced by him, 
may alter his Judgment and become an Arian. 


Wherein can you lay does this Man tranſgreſs a- 


gainſt the Doctrine or Principles of the Refor ma- 


tion? Does he forſake the Reformation becauſe 
he forſakes Lutheraniſm for Calviniſm £ No ſure; 


for Calviniſm is as much of the Reformation as the 


other: Is not Proteſtaucy as much the Doctrine of | 


the Reformation as Preſbitery? tho' he changes 


therefore one for the other he itil] holds the Doc- 
trine of the Reformation: Is not the Doctrine of 
the Reformation Scripture, not as Proteſtants on- 


ly, or Preſbyterians only interpret it, but as any 


Congregation or Man of {ond Judgment holds 


it? It is therefore eviden: that according to the 
Doctrine and Principles of the Reformation, he 
may with a ſafe Conſcience change Religions, and 


PR 


— 


„ 


1d Þ be to day of one, to morrow of another, until he 


1a runs all over. Point me out any Congregation, 
er | (the obſtinate Papiſts excepted,) who will dare 
he Þ fay, I cannot live with a ſafe Conſcience in any o- 
on Þ ther Congregation but in itſelf; all other Con- 
is Þ gregations will laugh at it; why then may not I 


another? And be in England a Proteſtant, in Ger- 
many a Lutheran, in Hungary an Antitrinitarian 
or Hocinian. 3 


believe that we can with a ſafe Conſcience change 


you judge it to be the true Religion, you are 
bound to ſtick to it, and never to change it. 


not wonder he ſhould ſay it's againſt the Grain of 
Man's Reaſon to believe it lawful ; but I admire 
that a Child of the Reformation, be he of what 
Congregation he will, ſhould be fo ignorant of 
his Principles, as to ſay a Man cannot change Re- 
Iigions when he pleaſes : Nor do I undertake to 
prove againſt the Papiſt, that this is lawful, but I 


Child, or force him to deny the Principles of the 
Reformation. Is it againſt Reaſon that a Man 
may read to day Scripture, and the Lutherans In- 
ſerpretation upon it, and like it very well; and 
at he ſhould in this Caſe embrace that Religion ? 
sit againſt the Grain of Man's Reaſon that this 
ame Man ſhould next Year afterwards hit upon 
alvin's Works upon Scripture, and after better 
Conſideration, 


lawfully forſake any Congregation, and paſs to 


| Iſmael. It's againſt the Grain of Man's Reaſon to 


Religions, as you ſay; If you be a Proteſtant, and 


Taac. If I did diſcourſe with a Papiſt, I would 


Indertake to prove it lawful againſt any reform'd 


1 

* 
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Conderation, think his Doctrine to ſurpaſs that of 


reading Scripture, he judged Judaiſm to be better 


ran? Soon after reading Scripture, he judged 


—— — — — 


(8) 


Luther; and could not he then (being obliged to 
chuſe the beſt,) forſake Lutheraniſm and ſtick to Þ 
Calvin ? And is it againſt Man's Reaſon that Þ 


he in following Years may meet other Books of | 


Artans, Socinians, &c. and do the like? Have we Þ 
not many Examples of this in our beſt and moſt Þ 
renowned Reformers ? Did not Ochinus that great Þ 
Light (ſays B. Bale) in whoſe Preſence England“! 
was happy, reading Scripture, Judge the Refor- Þ 
mation to be better than Popery, and of a Cap!-Þ « 
chin Fryar became a Reformed, after ſome Years Þ 1 

7 


than the Reformation and became a Jew : Did = 
not Martin Bucer, one of our firſt Reformers of n 
England and Compoſers of our Liturgy, reading 8 


Scripture, judging Lutheraniſin to be better than fe 


Popery and of a Dominican Fryar, became a Tull ir 


Zuinglianiſin to be better than Lutheraniſm, and 
became a Zuinglian; not long after he became 18 
Lutheran again as he confeſſes, * and for ſook Lu 
theraniſm the ſecond time, and returned again i 
Zuinglianiſm, as Skluffer ſays. S Did not Cranme i 
one of our firſt Reformers alſo of England, ar; 
Compoſers of the 39 Articles, a wiſe and religion 
Man profeſs Pypery in Henry the VIIT's time, an 
compoſe a Book in Defence of Real Preſence; thei 
in Edward the VI's time upon better Conſider 
tion he profeſſed Zuinglianiſm, and writ a Bod 
again { 


En 75 2 in Comment: in Fo 6. £9 16 Matt. Co 
$ Theol. Calvin. I. 2. fil. 70. | 
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(9) 
of | againſt Real Preſence; then again in Queen Mary's 
to Reign, being ſentenc'd to Death, he declared for 

* FPopery, but ſeeing his Recantation could not pre- 
ſerve his Life he renounced Popery and died a Zu- 
jnglian. I could tire your Patience in reading, 
and Mind in relating the number of our prime, 
and moſt renowned, as well firſt Reformers, as 
learned Doctors, who without any Scruple, chan- 
ged ſeveral times their Religions; nor in the Prin- 
ciples of our Reformarion ought they to be blam- 
ed: For whereas our Rule of Faith is Scripture as 
| with the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit we underſtand 
it, who doubts but we may to day judge ſincerely 
| Luther's Senſe of it to be true, to morrow we 
may read with more Attention and judge Arius's 

Senſe to be true, next Day that of Calvin, and 
ſo of the reſt; I do not think but that we have 
m England many Abettors of this Doctrine: Alas! 
How many Biſhops, Deans and rich Parſons do 
| we know and have we known, who were zealous 
| Preſbyterians, and declar'd Enemies of the Church 
Jof England in our Gracious Sovereign's Exile; 
| and no ſooner was he Reſtored, and had Biſhop- 
© ricks and Eccleſiaſtical Dignities to be given, but 
chey became ſtiff Defenders of the Church of 
gion England, 5 . 
e, ai Obſerve the Difference betwixt the Papiſts and 
3 theſ us, if of a Papiſt you become of any other Congre- 
fiderÞ gation, the Popiſh Church excommunicates you, 
a Boo thou art lookt upon as an Heretic, and Apoſtat, 
again {#ray'd Sheep; they will not admit you to their 
Tan Communion, or Liturgy ; nay, could they well 2 

TOI vol 
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void you, they would never admit you to their 
Company; and why ? Becauſe they are fondly 
perſuaded their own is the only true Religion, 
and all others to be Synagogues of Satan; and if 
any of us will become a Papiſt, he muſt firſt ab- 
jure his former Profeſſion: But if of a Proteſtant 
vou ſhould become a Preſbyterian, a Lutheran, 
Quaker, or of any other of our Societies, you 
are never looked upon to be a Tot the worſe for 
it; we are not a whit ſcandalized at ſuch Chan- 
ges, which we daily ſee; and it is an unſpeakable 
Bleſſing, with what Accord, Unity, and Charity, 
you may ſee at our Liturgy and Communion, 
the Proteſtant, Preſbyterian, Anabaptiſt, Soci- 
nian and Hugonot, all praiſing the Lord in one 
Congregation in our Churches, none bid out of 
the Church, none excommunicated, no previous 


|  Abjuration required of their former Tenets; and 


there's nothing more frequent among us than to 
go to the Proteſtant Liturgy in the Morning, in 
the Evening to the Preſbyterian, eſpecially if our 
Intereſt or Convenience requires it : Can there be 
a more convincing Proof that we eſteem it all 
_ alike what Religion and Tenets we profeſs ? Let 
a Lutheran go to France; Alas! he will never ſtick 
to go to the Hugonots Meeting and Service; let a 
Proteſtant go to Germany, he will go as cheerfully 
to the Lutheran Church, as in England to the Pro- 
teſtant Let a Hugonot or Preſbyterian go to Hun- 
gary, or Poland, he is welcome to the Autitrinita- 
rians, and Socinians; and when any of them re- 
turns home he will be as before. 

E > Iſmael. | 
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1 Jhingel. But can you prove this Doctrine by the 
4 | Teſtimony of any of our Sy nods? Did any teach 
that we may with a ſafe Conſcience change our 
Religion as you ſay? | 
Iſaac. Yes, I can : The Synod of Charenton in 
France, held about the Year 1634, expreſsly ſays, 
That for our Salvation it's all alike whether you 
be a Calviniſt, Lutheran, or of any other Congre- 
gation of the Reformed ; becauſe, ſays this vene- 
rable Synod, they all agree in Fundamental Points, 
and the Lutherans have nothing of Superſtition or J. 
dolatry in ibeir manner of Divine F/orſhip. Change 
them as often as you liſt; be a Lutheran, be a 
* Preſbyterian, be an Anabaptift: by the Mouth of 
this Synod you are aſſured you'll never mils to hit 
right. And 1 pray, can any Sy nod of our Times 
; have more Authority in point of Doctrine than 
* Luther our firſt Reformer, a Man extraordinarily 
| raiſed by God, (ſays the Synod of Charenton, ) 
and repleniſh'd with his Spirit for to repair the 
Ruins of his Church? He teaches /e Elevation of 
he Sacrament is Idolatry, yet he did prattije it, and 
commanded it ſhould be practiſed in the Chur 5 of 
> Wittemberg 70 /pite the Devil Carolſtodius: Giving 
you to underſtand that for juſt Reaſons, you may 
teach now one Religion, now another. Zuinglius 
alſo, whoſe Virtue and Learning 1 is known to the 
World, ſays $ That God inſpired him to preach what | 
Tun- | Dacre was ſuitable to the Times; which as it of. 
ita- | ten changes, you may often change your Doe-—- 
re- | -.- As: 
145 prom Confeſ. erm fol. 55. & in Colley. Tal 110. 0 | 
Nel. | $ To, 2. fol. 202. ere 
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trine : And conſider you if it be not therefore 
that Chriſt our Lord ſays his Yoke is eaſy, and his 
Burden is light, (that is Religion) becauſe we can 
withdraw our Necks from | it, as Time and juſt 
Reaſon requires. 

Iſmael. Could you give me any Synod of the 
Church of- England which delivers this Doctrine, 
you would go near hand to convince me; for, 
that ſome particular Doctors ſhould have taught 
or practiſed it, does not prove it to be the Doe. 
trine of the Reformation. 

Jaac. And what greater Authority has a Synod 
of England, for to prove a Doctrine to be of the 
Reformation, than a Synod of France which I have 
produced? Or than Luther and Zuinglius our firſt 

| Reformers, inſpired by God to teach us the Purity 
of the Goſpel ? Was it not from Luther and Zuiu- 
glius, that England received the Doctrine of the 
Reformation? And if England be fo bold to ſay 
they erred in this, what Aſſurance can we have, 
but that they erred in the reſt ? But ſince nothing 
will pleaſe you but a Synod of England, you ſhall 
have not one, but many. Can there be any Sy- 
nod in England of ſo great Authority as our wiſe 
and prudent Parliaments ? Read our Chronicles 
and you'll find, that in a few Years Time, they 
changed and eſtabliſhed different Religions by 
Ki. Acts of Parliament: In Henry the VIII's 
Reign they voted for Popery, and made Acts and 
Statutes againſt the Reformation ; in Edward the 


VT's time they baniſhed Popery and voted for 


Zuinglianiſm; in Queen Mary's they pull 0 down 


this, 
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. this, and ſet up Popery again, in Queen Eliza- 
; beth's, they decryed this, and ſet up not Zuinglia- 
I niſm, but Proteſtancy ; in the midſt of her Reign 
+ | they poliſh'd this, and added ſome new Perfecti- 

ons to it; in King James and ſucceeding Kings 
e Times Proteſtancy is of a different Stamp from 
chat of Queen Elizabeth's: Hear Dove in his Ex- 


GS hort. to the Engliſh Recuſants, An. 1603. Pag. 31. 
Henry the 8. had his Liturgy which was very good - 
- Edward he 6. condemned it, and brought in ano- 
her compoſed by Peter Martyr and Bucer: In Eh- 
5d abeth's trme, that was condemned, and another 


he proved, and in the middle of her Reign, her Li- 
ve Ng was alſo miſliked, and a new one introduced; 
rſt Ne are ſo wanton that nothing will content us 2 
ity Wovelttes. 

in- In. Dove does not commend this Doctrine, 
the or he calls that frequent Exchange of Religion 
ſay V. antonneſs, and Love of Novelty. 

 Aſaac. It's no great matter what he ſays of it ; 
ing ny Drift is but to convince you that this is the 
1all Poctrine, and Practice of the beſt Member of 
Sy- bur Reformation; even of England, and if you 
wiſe Ne convinc'd its the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
cles Nou cannot deny but that it is good Doctrine. It 
hey || 12 calls it Mantonneſs, S. Paul, Epbeſ. 4. 


by 2. Cola. 3. 9. and Rom. 6. 6. Commends 
11's B 00 exhorts us to put off the old Man with 
and Deeds, (that's Popery with its Ceremonies,) 
the Nd put on the new Man. (that's the Reforma- 


| for n) where there's neither Greek nor Jews, Cir- 
own nezfan, nor Uncircumciſſon, Barbarian, or Scy-. 
this, Idian, 
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thian, Bound or Free, but Chrift is all, and in all: I, 
That's to ſay ; where there's no Diſtinction of Nh 
Proteſtants or Preſbyterians, Socinians, or Ari- And 
ans; it's all one which Religion you profeſs. Ing 
Iſmael. But is there no Tenet of Religion which [Eh 

we are all indiſpenſably obliged to hold? k 
Tfaac. Yes there is, and no more but one: We I 
are bound to have Faith in Feſus Chriſt, Son of God, 
and Saviour of the Morld. This is the Subſtance Ihf 
of Chriſtian Religion; be an Arian, be a Preſ-iſ : 
byterian, be a Socinian or what you pleaſe, be Ind 
alſo plung'd to your Ears in Wickedneſs of Life, Poc 
and Manners, ſo you have Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Son of God, and Redeemer of the World, and Mar 
live in Charity you will be a Member of the true ere 
Church, and be ſaved. Do not imagine this ii 
any new Doctrine invented by me; ſearch the 
_ vulgar ſort of our reformed Brethren, you ſhall 
get thouſands of this Opinion in our Realm 
ſearch the Books of our learned Doctors, you 
ſhall find it in them alſo. Doctor Morton, in hi 
much applauded Book dedicated to Queen Eli 
zabeth, for which he deſerved a Biſhoprick, * ſays ſi 
The Arian Church is to be efteemed a true Church 
becauſe they hold the true ſubſtance of Chriſtian Reli 
gion, which is Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Son of God 
and Redeemer of 'the Morld. And again in thi 
ſame place, ſect. 4. whole Title, is, Heretick 
are Members of the Church, he ſays, IWhaſoevt 
believes in Jeſus Chriſt, though by Wickedneſs 1 
Life, or Hereſy in Doctrine, they ſhould err in Do 
| . 85 TI. 
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I: Wins, they are fill true Members of the Church. 
ol Mherefore our learned * Fox, & Doctor Field, 
i- fend IIliricus, ſay the Greek Church, notwithſtand- 
Ing their Error in denying the Proctſſion of the H. 
üch {Ghoſt from the Son, are holy Members of the 
ue Church, becauſe they have Faith in Jeſus 
We hriſt. = St 
70d, Iſinael. Sure you will not ſay this Doctrine is 
nce If the Reformation or can be ſafely believed? 
re: '//aac. I do admire how you can doubt of it, 
be ind that it may be believed: For what is the 
te, Poctrine of the Reformation but as we have ſaid 
rift, p our Principles, Scripture as interpreted by any 
and Man of ſound Judgment in the Church? And 
true ere not Doctor Morton, Fox, Field, and Illiri- 
his 8e, Men of ſound Judgment, eminent Learning 
1 the nd Godlineſs ? If therefore this be Scripture as 
{hall ter preted by them, how can you deny it to be 
um ie Doctrine of the Reformation? ; 
you 1/mael. And what Jeſus Chriſt are we obliged 
in hÞÞþ believe in? For Jeſus Chriſt as believed by the 
| Ell-Wrians, Socinians, Luther, and Calvin, is far 
ſays fferent from Jeſus Chriſt, as commonly believed 
rc, the Proteſtants, and Popiſh Church; we be- 
Reli ve in Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, of one and 
FGoaſe fame Subſtance and Nature with the Father; 
in thtſcy believe in a Jeſus Chriſt, Son of God, but 
reticeW a diſtinct and different Nature and Subſtance 
oe vel om the Father. 
neſs 0 
ry Dy 
tritli 
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what you have diſcourſed, is truly the Doctrine 


a falſe Principle, for you ſuppoſe that whateveif 


learned Doctors, Synods, Parliaments, or Con 
gregations, 1s the Doctrine of the Reformation 


ſurd Opinions of each particular Doctor, or Con. 


616) 
Lſaac. Piſh ! That's but a Nicety ; believe C 
what you pleaſe, and what you underſtand by Þ th 
Scripture to be true, and have Charity. T 

{ſmael. I confeſs you have puzled, but yet not w 
wholly convinced me; were I but perſuaded thatÞ th 


of the Reformation, I would cheerfully embrace co 
it, and | will be better informed by your ſelf, butÞth 
not tire your Patience: We will meet again and us 


purſue our Diſcourſe upon this Subject. 1 
F ou 
Second Dialogue. of 


ITSMAE IL. Reflecting in my Sollitude upon reſ 
your laſt Diſcourſe, I find it bottom'd upoq; 


Doctrine is of Luther, Calvin, or any of our 


and may without any more proof or ſcruple, b Go 


believed by any Reform'd Child; who but ſeegErr 


this is ridiculous, to faſten the Doctrine and ab- 


gregation upon the whole Body? This is the 
uncharitable and unreaſonable Art of the Papiſts 
who keep great coil, with ſome exorbitant Opt 
nions of Lutber and Calvin, and would perſuad 
their Proſelites, they are the Tenets of the Refor 
mation ; Whereas the Reformation diſclaim! 
thoſe Opinions as much as the Pope does: An 
they do not poor People obſerve how many at 
ſurd and ſcandalous Doctrines we meet in thel! 

Caſuiſi 


617) 
ere Caſuiſis and Divines, which when we reproach 
by Þ them with, they anſwer, It's not the Doctrine of 
their Church, but of ſome articular Doctors; as if 
not we might not with as much Juſtice as they, anſwer 
that] the ſame. 
rine Jſaac. Your Reflection is good, and my Diſ- 
race courſe will fall to the ground, if I do not prove 
but that Principle, which will be no hard taſk : Let 
andſ us imagine we are here a full Synod of Proteſtants, 
| Preſbyterians, Hugonots, Lutherans, Antitrinitart- 
ans, Anabapliſts, Quakers, and of all and each of 
our Congregations ; our Reformation is not any 
of theſe Congregations, with an excluſion of the 
aponÞreſt, but all of them jointly ; for whatſoever Con- 
upoif gregation would ſay it ſelf alone is the Reforma- 
tevelf tion, and no other, would be hiſs'd at by the reſt; 
coul and juſtly, becauſe that our Reformation imports 
Con two points eſſentially: Firſt, a Profeſſion of Chriſ- 


ation tianity, according to the Rule of the W ord of 
e, beg God, and a Deteftation or Abjuration of Popiſh 
it ſexYErrors, and none of theſe Congregations but 
1d ab does both. 

Com {ſmael. I know ſome of theſe, Phariſee-like, 
is th{eſpiſe others, and look upon them not as Re- 
apiſtsorm'd, but as putrid Members: but the Lord 
t Oviorbid I ſhould be ſo void of Charity; I ſee no 
-r{nadFuſt Challenge any can have to the Title of Re- 


Re for 
(claim! 


ormation, which all have not. 1 

Jaac. Let us aſk the Synod by what Rule of 
AnFaith does the Reformation walk ? What muſt | 
ny al Man believe for to be a rue Reformed £ Pro || 
in theiſeſtants will ſay, that Scripture and Apoſtolical 
Caſuil B 2 Tradition; 


1 
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Tradition; but Proteſtants ſay of Papiſts, and 


{ 
t 
that many human Inventions are obtruded upon us Ne 
( 


a 


(18 ) 
Preſbyterians and Anabaptiſts fay of Proteſtants, 


as Apoſtolical Traditions: that we have no way to 
diſcern the one from the other, and conſequently Þ 
Tradition, as being an unknown thing unto us, h 
cannot be our Rule; others will ſay, that Scrip-Þ F 
ture, and the indubitable Conſequences out of it, Þ a 
is our Rule, all will grant this; but then entersÞ 4 


the Controverſy; if the Conſequences of Luthe-Þ 5 


raus be ſuch, and if the Conſequences of Preſby-Þ a 
teriaus be indubitable out of Scripture, and each] J 
Congregation will ſay, that their peculiar TenetsÞ th 
are indubitable Conſequences out of Scripture, ar 
and the reſt muſt allow it to be true, or deny th 
ſich a Congregation to be of the Reformation; C. 
Others will ſay that Scripture, and the four fiſt an 
general Councils, with the Apoftles, and All- is; 
naſius's Creed are our Rule of Faith; but moſti co 
of the Aſſembly will no more admit the four Kitt, Þ oy 
than the ſubſequent Councils, nor Athanaſius ob 
Creed, more than that of Trent, nor will the Li. 
Duakers, Socinians, and others value the ApolticiFÞ of 
Creed. - | | 5 

But there is none of all the Aſſembly, whanc 
will not admit Scripture, that's the pure written ditt 
Word of God, to be a facred and full Rule 6 
Faith, becaule it's repleniſhed with divine Light 
and all heavenly Inſtruction neceſſary for our Sal 
vation: And ſuch as add, as a part of our Rule 
of Faith, the Apoſtles or Athanaſius's Creed, oma 
the four firſt general Councils, they will confelYino;] 

EE thal 


649 9 
nd that all they contain, is expreſſed in God's writ- 
ts, ten Word, and are but a plainer, or more diſtinct 


us expreſſion or declaration of the Contents of ich, 


o ture. 

ty. /macld. Truly I muſt grant you this, that I 
us, have been often preſent at ſeveral Diſcourſes of 
rip· Proteſtants with Papiſts, and never could I herr 
fit, a Proteſtant make Councils, Tradition, or any 
ters thing elſe, the Teſt of their Diſcourſe, but only 
he- Scripture ; not but that I could hear them ſay 
esc and pretend in their Diſcourſes, that Apoſtolical 
each Tradition, and the four firſt Councils were fer 
nets them againſt Popery; but ſtill their main {trength 
ture, and ultimate refuge was Scripture ; for whenever 
deny they harp upon that ſtring of Tradition and 
ion; Councils, the Papiſts are viſibly too hard for them, 


Lf, TEST 


r fut and then they run to Scripture, than which there 


Huhu. is no plus ultra. Thave been alſo often at ſeveral Diſ- 
molt courſes betwixt Proteſtants, Preſhyterians, and 
fut our Brethren of other Congregations, and have 
fu" | obſereved that the Proteſtant, for to defend his 
the Liturgy, Rites, and Ceremonies of the Church 
oft 16 of England and her Epiſcopacy againſt the others, 

could never defend himſelf by Scripture alone, 

wi and plac'd his main Strength againſt them in Tra- 
rite dition, Primitive Councils, and antient Fathers, 
le call which the others rejected and reproached the 
LightFChurch of England Man with Popery, for making 
ur SalJuſe of that Weapon; that if they ſhould ſtick to 
r RuliYthoſe Principles as their Rule of Faith, muſt admit 
ed, 0! may Tenets of Popery, which they diſavow that 
confel 


tha B 3 


nothing but Scripture is a ſufficient Warrant and 


Rule 


( 20 1 | : 
Rule of Faith: And I find by all I could ever well Þ | 
underſtand, that it's the general Apprehenſion, Þ a 
and Belief of all the Reformation, that Scripture ÞÞ t 
abundantly contains all we are obliged to believe; I 
and is our Sole and only Rule of E Fa aith ; and that] F 
our recourſe to Tradition: Councils, Fathers, &c. ] 
are but ſhifts of ſome of our Doctors, who being | 
Non-pluſt in their particular Engagements, atid ti 
Sophiſtries, patch the Incoherency of their Dif 8 
courſes with theſe Rags of Popery. te 
Lſaac. I commend your Ingenuity, but not] C 

that heat which tranſports yon to check our Doc-· 
tors, for their Gloſſes an; 1p rticular Doctrines up- es 
on Scrinture, which, as the Mauna reliſhed all ſorts ] th 
of Victuals, which the Eater fancied, admits ſe-F D 
veral Senſes according to the different Spirits, and] ſt. 
meaſure of Light that God gives to the Reader, and pe 
it is undoubtedly the Spirit of the Reformation to bo 
follow what Senſe of it he likes beſt, and not to] fel 
check others, following this or that as they] lia 
pleaſe : Lutherans, Proteſtants, Preſbyterians, &c. o 
have all for their Rule of Faith, Scripture, whichſ [tc 
each of them interprets in a different Senſe : Lu- Pr 
ther for the Real | Proteftants for the Figuratroe| Mun 
Preſence ; Proteftan's ſor Ep zſeopacy, Pr eſbyterian! ter 
againſt 116, and fo of others: And though each lor 
efteemshis own Senſe to be the belt, yet none is ſo} J 
bold as to ſay the others may be not ſaved in theirptrit 
own Senſe of it, or deny. them to be the true De 
Children of the Reformation; nay, that venerablq; an) 
Synod of Charenton, as I quoted above, has de.] fee 


Clared, that the Lutherans, tho oppoſite to then 
in 


er1alls 
each 


1e1s ſo 
trine of each Congregation and Synod, 
Doctrine of the Reformation : but alſo whatever 


1 thei 
e true 
erable 
las de- 
> them 

in 


| each underſtands it; 
that our Doctrine of the Reformation, is Whatever 
Doctrine cach Perſon of found Judgment under- 
| ſtands to be of Scripture ; and from this, it ap- 
| pears plainly, 
boggl'd is true; That, whatever Doctrine is pro- 
| feſfed by any of our Congregations, Synods, Par- 
laments, Doctors, or particular Doctor of our 
Jour Reformation, is to be truly reputed and e- 
ſteemed the Doctrine of our Reformation ; which 
Principle being true, my Diſcourſe of Veſterday is 
undeniable, That you may change Religion as of- 


ten as you pleaſe, and remain ſtill a true Re- 
ſorm'd Child. 


(-21-) 


in their chief Tenets, are their beloved Brethren, 
and have nothing Idolatrous or Superſtitious in 
their manner of Divine Worſhip | 
mental Reaſon of all this is, that our Rule of 
Faith, is but Scripture, as each Perſon of found 


The funda- 


Judgment underſtands it. 


igel. grant all your Diſcourſe as to this par- 
ticular; 
b Scripture as interpreted by Proteſtants, but as in- 


| terpreted by themſelves; and fo of each other 
| Congregation. 


for | it's certain, Lutherans will not admit 


Iſaac. If yon admit cr Rule is Scripture, as 
then you muſt grant 


that my Principle, whereat you 


1/nael. But you have ſaid, that not only the Doc- 


any one particular Doctor teaches, and this 


ſeems to be very abſurd. 


Tſaac. It s not ſo abſurd, as it's true; I'll 


B 4. prove 


is the 


1 50 
prove by the Principles of our Reform'd Church | 
by the Teſtimonies of our moſt learned and bel 0 
Doctors and Reformers, and by reaſon and e 
Perience, that the Doctrine of any particula 8 
Doctor among us, has as much right to be ca 7 
led and eſteemed the Doctrine of the Reformat = 
on, as Proteſtancy, Preſbytery, or Lutheraniimp 5 
for what is Lutheraniſm, but the Judgment q ; 
Luther a particular Doctor, againit the hol } 
Church of Rome 2 What is Calvanitin, but wii 
C4. vin a particular Doctor judged to be the Senf 
on 8 againſt that ſame Chur. ch? What . 
Quakeriſm, but honeſt Naylor's godly and p. 
ous Sentiments upon Scripture? It's undeniab!Þ| 
the Principle of our Reformed Church, that on 
Rule of Faith is Scripture as interpreted, not o 
ly by Synods or Congregations, but by an 
- Perſon of ſound judgment in the Church. NE 
Congregation or Synod is to us a Rule of Fail, 
: becauſe all are fallible ; but God's written Worc 
as cach one underſtands it; and if we do nc 
like the Senſe of it delivered by any Coun! 
Sync ., or Congregation, we may fately dei 
it. Therefore our great Calvin,“ ſays, anf. 
proves with great Energy of Scripture and Req; 
ſon, that we are not oblived to the Deciſions all 
Doctrine of any Councils, Synod, or CG og regatii i 
if after having examined Scri pture, we do not fil 
their Taterpr tation and Senſe of it, Is conformal " 
to the ford of God, Let Synods and Congreg 2 
tions ſay what they will, if any particular Doct 

thin! 


L. 4. Inſlit. c. 9. 
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1 
| thinks his own private Senſe of it to be the better, 
he may ſtick to it againſt chem all, and be a 
good true Child of the Reformation; as Arminius 
in Holland did withſtand the Synods of Dor- 
*drecht and Delft , as Luther and Calvin did a- 
gainſt Rome. 7 will be free, ſays our unparalell'd 
2 -A paſtle Luther, * 7 will not ſubmit in. yelf t9 


urch 
| bel 
den 
c ul 
e ca 
mat 
niſm 


>nt Of 
Khon the Authority of Councils, Church, Doctors, Univer- 
_y or Fathers, but will teach and preach whate- 


cen ver I think io be true, Did ever any Apoſtle ſpeal 
Sy wich more Courage? and the bleſſed Man ac ed 
nd of with no leſs ; ; he knew fall well the whole flrcam 
crab of Antiquity, Doctors, Fathers and Councils were 
iat 01 againſt him, as he confeſſes himſelf, and did not 
* bare a Ruſh for them all : Lay aide, ſays he, + all 
- an {rms al orthodox Anliquity, of Schools of Divinity, 
"2M Iuthority cf Fathers, Councils, Popes, and Conſent 
Paich if Ages; we 7ecerve nothing but Scripture ; but fo 

Word Fat ewe muſt pave the Authority of mterpteting it. 
Fs Nor was it only Luther, and Calvin ſpoke thus, 
- a: dt all our füirſt bleſſed Reformers; and Why ? 
3 zecauſe our Rule of Faith is Scripture, not as in- 
55 rpreted by the Church of England, ( France 
Re Fill not admit it,) nor as interpreted by the 
agg .- Makers, (the Anabaptiſts, and Independants will 
ot hear it) nor as interpreted by Luther, (Cal- 
5 in rejects it,) nor as interpreted by Calvin, 
7 fra T horndike and Bramball will not yield to it, not 
Fill Sr2thngfleet ſtand to their Interpretation, ner 


1 Boch | B 5 others 


think * To. 1. Edit. Jen. in Reſolut. 
＋ Li. 4 ſerv. Arbit, cont. Eraſin. 1 Edit. 
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(24). 
others to that of S'1llmng fleet. F. nally our Rule of 
Faith is Scripture, not as interpreted by any, but 


as each Congregation, Synod, particular Doctor, 
or Man of ſound Judgment interprets it, and con- 
ſequently whatever Doctrine any Man of found 


Judgment judges to be of Scripture, 1s to be 


_ eſteem'd the Doctrine of the Reforma ation; and 
you may ſafely believe it, if you like it, and re- 


main ſtill as truly a rcform'd Child, as the proud- 


eſt Proteſtant of England. 


Jſinael. Can you prove that our Rule of Faith 
is Scripture, as any particular Doctor or Perſon 


of ſound Judgment underſtands it ? 


Jſaac. Behold how convincingly ; firſt, we 
have heard Luther, quoted but now, ſay, we re— 


cCeive nothing but Scripture, but fo as that we 
muſt have the Authority 
Hear him again ; 


for to interpret it: 
* The Governors and Paſtors 
have Power to teach, but the Sheep muſt give th:1r 
Judgment, whether they propoſe the Voice of Chrift 
or of Strangers. And again; + Chriſt has taken 
from the Biſhops, Councils and Paſtors, the Right 
of judging of Doctrine; and gives it 10 all 
Chriſtians in general; and the Rule is Scrif- 
ture as each one will think fit to interpret it, And 
conſequently to this, we have heard him ſay 
above, Iwill be free and will not ſubmit to Doctors, 
Councils or Paſtors, but will teach whatever I think 
19 be true. Barlow, t The Apoſtles have given 1 
each Particular, the be Kught and Power of mlerpre- 
| ling, 


128. * To. 2. Wittem. fol. 374 
+ In Defeiſ. Art. Relig. Proteſt. pag. 199. 


os Coll menſal. fol. 
2 375. 
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Perſon moſt a 


"ts 2 


(25) 


ling, and judsing by bis inward Spirit what ts 
ſrue; it is needleſs that either Man, or Angel, Pope, 
or Council, ſhould inſtruct you, the Spirit working 
in the Heart and Scripture are to. each particular 
| Bilſon, Biſhop 
of M incheſter, ſays the ſame, * The People muſt 
be Diſcerners and Judges of what is taught. 
| Religion has mo other Rule 6 
French Reformation by the 
| + Drelincourt, and the holy 
bu the written Nord of God, as inte; 'Preted by Us. 
| Laſtly, ſays the Church of England, in the 6th. 
Article of their 39. 
Laith, but Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment in the Church under Hand. it, and what 1s 
proved by it: 
of the Church of England, Pag. 103. which is 
but an Expoſition of the 29 Articles. 
| Rule of Faith is but Scripture, as each Perſon of 
ſound Judgment in the Church underflands 1t : 
| thorrty is given to the Church, and to each Perſon 
of found Judgment in it, to judge in Controver- 


aſſured Interpreters. 


Our 
Faith, (ſays our 


fourth of Du Moulin, 
Aa) of Charenton,) 


Ve We 720 other Rule 0 


And again in the Catholick Doctrine 
Our 
Au- 


ſes of Faith, and this is not the private Judgment 


F our Church, but alſo of our Brethren of fo- 


ren Countries. 


1ſmael. J confeſs, not only theſe, but many 


other Doctors abet your Diſcourſe, and the 


general Vogue of our Reformation, is for Scrip- 
ture as each one underſtands it; but alas! you 
lee well, that we can never ſettle any Religion, 
or Church, by ſuch a Rule of Faith. 

La ic. 


5 ln bis true differ. bar. 2. pag. 353. I Buuclier de la by. 
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ſtands it be not our Rule of Faith; if we muſtÞ 


and witty, you muſt depoſe your own Judg 


| = ( 26 ) 4 
{/faac. You can never ſettle any but this, That hi 
every Man may without let or hinderance, believi in 
what he pleaſes; and why ſhould not this be a 
good Religion? If Scripture as each one under- 


be conſtrained to believe Scripture not as we 
underſtand it, but as it is underſtood by this ot pe 
that Congregation ; what Difference betwixtÞan 
us and Papiſts? They muſt believe Scripture w. 
as interpreted by the Pope and Councils; have 
ever ſo much Light from God, be ever ſo wilt 


ment, and {ſubmit to that of the Pope, Coun 
cil, and popiſh Church: To this Paſs we ar{Wrc 
come alſo, we mult believe the King's Supre; 
macy, Epiſcopacy, figurative Preſence, thought. 
perhaps we do not judge by Scripture it be truq; 
Doctrine; we are conſtrained by penal Laws 


and Acts of Parliament to believe them, asMu 


Papiſts by their Inquiſition ; and why ? Becaulſh: 
the Church of England underſtands by Scripturque 


at's true; and if you reply you do not interpret})- 


Scnpture ſo, you'll not be heard; you mui 
ſubmit, and believe againſt your Judgment; 
and what's this but plain Pop Tyranny ove 
Mens Conſciences ? Did Luther and Calvin fore. 
fake the Pope and Councils, for to ſubmit their 
Judgments to any other? No, but to follos 


Scripture as each one of them underſtood it: Ann 
tho' Luther was a Man raiſed by God, and re. 
pleniſh'd with his Spirit, to repair the Ruins olfha 
the Church, yet Calvin did no more ſubmit t9Þhic 
| him, 


(27) 
lum, than Luther did to the Pope; nor did Zu- 
inglius ſubmit to Calvin, but followed his own 
e | Senſe of Scripture, nor did Oeclampadius ſubmit 
der-: ¶ to Zuinglius; but every one ſearched the Scrip- 
nuſtÞ ture, believed and taught what they thought to be 
We true, and thus we became a Reformation of Po- 
is oi per y: It therefore we will continue a Reformation, 
wiztÞand walk by the Spirit of our bleſſed Reformers, 
ture we mult not be conſtrained to believe any Man's 
haveÞSenſe of Scripture. We muſt believe whatever 
wiſch we think to be true, and have no other Rule of 
udg Faith but Scripture, as each one underſtands it. 
ounſ© {/rael. And what then? What do you infer 
e are; from this Diſcourſe ? 
upreÞ 


"hat 
iet 


a 


| {jaac, This Conſequence, that whereas no 
,ouohſtrue Child of the Reformation, be he of what 
e tru ongregation he will, can juſtly deny our Rule 
Laws, of Faith to be Scripture, as any Perſon of ſound 
n, audgment interprets it; it follows unavoidably 
ecauiÞhat the Doctrine of the Reforinati on is, J hat- 
ipturq; ver any Perſon of ſound Judgment er prets to be 
erpretWhe true Senſe of Scripture, and 4 ver Lill her, 
muſſ Calvin, Beza, or any other of ſound Judg- 
ment nent in the Reſormation, ſince its firſt Riſe 
y oveſpntil this Day, taught to be the true Senſe of 
in for ſperipture, is to be called and eſteemed the Doc- 
it theiſÞrine of the Reformation, tho' to others of this or 
follovlhat Congregation, it may ſeem to be wicked 
t: ArdJnd ſcandalous Doctrine. 
and re And now let me anſwer to an Objection you 
uins oade againſt this Principle in our Entrance to 
>mit tus Diſcourſe : You objected that many Popiſh 
him, Doctors 


( 28 ) ; 

Doors and Caſuiſts, delivered ſcandalous and 
baſe Doctrines, which the Papiſts will not admit ta. 
be the Doctrine of their Church, tho' delivered byfth 
Popiſh Doctors; and thence you pretended thatÞ 
the particular Sentiments of private Doctors offifh 
the Reformation are not to be called the DocYpr 
trine of our Church. But be pleaſed to obſerve} 

the Difference betwixt Popery and our Reformaſyo 
tion; the Rule of Faith in Popery is Scriptureſyl 
as interpreted by the Pope and Council, or theiſha 
Church; they will admit no other; conſe}. 
quently no Doctrine is to be called Popery, buffo 
what is judged by the Pope and his Church, of 
Council, to be the Senſe of Scripture ; and i 
any Doctor or Univerſity holds any Senſe con 
trary to theirs, it is to be called the Doctrine o 
that particular Perſon, and not the Doctrine of 
the Popiſh Church, becauſe their Rule of Faith | 

not Scripture, as interpreted by any Perſon 0 yy 
ſound Judgment, but as interpreted by their Pope, 
and Council. But whereas our Rule of Faith 1 
the Reformation is Scripture, as each Perſon 0 
ſound Judgment interprets it; whatever Doctrinꝗ s 
or Senſe, is ſaid by any Man to be of Scripturgſ 
is juſtly to be called the Doctrine of the Reformhd 
tion: For example, Melanctbon, a Man of ſounp F 
Judgment, great Learning, and of an upriglſea 
Conitience, taught Bir amy to be the Doctrine No 
Scripture ; Beza taught the Lord's Supper mighri 
be adminiſter d in any kind of Victuals, as wehuſ 
as in Bread and Wine: Calvin taught that Chrind 
deſpaired on the Croſs, and ſuffered the — Fai. 


1 "Ttw) 
and Hel after his Death : Why then, let all the 


nit toÞBiſhops and Univerſities of England condemn. 


ed byfthis Doctrine: let all the Synods of France and 
1 that Germany decry it, the Doctrine will be ſtill of 
rs Offie Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture as inter- 
DocÞpreted by Men of found Judgment, 

fervÞ Iſnael. The Heat of your Diſcourſe has tired 
ormaYou, and my Memory is ſuſficiently loaden with 


pture what you have ſaid; let me digett it in my pri- 


r theilſÞpate Retirement and we will meet again. 
conley | ſſaac. Content, carry with you thele three 
, buFoints which I have proved convincingly ; Fiſt, 
ch, Rule of Fanh is Scripture, not as interpreted 
and i y this or that but by any Man of ſound Judg- 
e content ; ſecondly, it follows hence that the Doc- 
rine ine of the Reformation muſt be, and ought tobe 
trine ofelled whatever any Man of found Judgment 


Faith ys is the Senſe of Scripture : Thirdly, it fol- 


rſon pws we may change Religions as often as we 
1r PotWleaſe. 

Faith! FF 

erſon 0 Third Dialogue. 

octrinq S AE L. I remember well the Summary of 
riptur your laſt Diſcourſe given me in three Points, 
eformhd I find the ſecond to be abſurd and repugnant 
of 17 d Reaſon : you'll never perſuade it, tho' you 
uprigfieaded for it with great Energy; what if a filly 
Trine Woman, Cobler, or other Tradeſman, read 
er migffripture, and give their Senſe of it, that forſooth, 
, as wqzuſt be called the Doctrine of the Reformation? 
vat Chind it ſhall be lawful for them to believe it, 
FO Fainſt the Doctrine of the whole Church. 


Laac. 


2 3 


— 


and have themſelves to be the only Retailers of it; * 


( 30 ) 
Iſaac. Do not limit God's infinite Goodneſs, Þ 

by. meaſuring his Mercies towards his Creatures! 
with your narrow Apprenhenſions: Take notice, . 
he ſays, he has choſen the weak and contemptibleÞ * 
of the World for to confound the ſtrong ones, þ " 
* / confeſs unto you Father, that you have hid thi: b 
th:nos from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt reveal] U 


them to the little ones. And therefore he choſe : Al 


poor {imple Fiſhermen to be his Apoſtles : IF 1 


know it's the Practice of Papiits, and from them * 


your Church of England botrows it, to deſpiſe the 
Miniſtry of Women. Tradeſmen, and illiterate Þ 1 
People, in preaching, teaching, and interpreting K 
Scripture ; bat S. Paul tell us, + The Mord 


God is not bound; that's to ſay, is not entail'd on : li 


the learned, rich, or great ones; the 1 ind ju 
bloweth where it liſteth Our Biſhops and Mini- 4 
ſters would make a Monopoly of the Word of God, © 


for to have ſome plauſible Title for to enjoy! 2? 
great Rents, and ſhare the Flock. But we have / 
ſeen, as well among the Quakers, as in other 
Congregations, filly Women and Tradeſmen, 
repleniſhed with God's Spirit, preach and ex: 
pound the great Myſteries of our Religion with 
as much of good Succeſs and Edification of the” 
Auditory, as any Penny-Boogk Man in England. 

[ſmael. It ſeems you approve the Miniſtry of 
Women and filly Tradeſmen, for preaching and 
teaching the Flock; and if ſo, you'll overthrovſ 
our Hierarchy of Biſhops and Miniſters. | 
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Lac. it matters not much for you to know 
Phat T approve or condemn ; but to know what 
the Doctrine of the Reformation is; it's this; 
that none can teach, preach, adminiſter Sacra- 
ments, or exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Functions, if he 
be not in holy Orders, Biſhop, Miniſter or 
Deacon; for the Church of England teaches it, 


umd you may believe it if you pleaſe : You may 


alſo deny it, and ſay, any Woman or Tradet- 


man, has as much Power for to preach, and ad- 
| niniſter the Sacraments, as the richeſt Biſnop in 
Eugland: This allo is the Doctrine of the Refor- 
nation as well as the former, becauſe Quakers, 
Preſbyteriaus, Brownifts, Anabaptiſis, &c. Be- 
eve and teach it, and they are Men of as ſound 
4 judgments, and 2s good Reformers as Proteſ- 
ants; nay, the molt learned of our Reformers, 


each and commend the Power of Women for to 


Kerciſe ſpiritual Functions, and adminiſter the 


: Sacraments * Saumaiſze, Peter Martyr, and | 
Luinglius, expreſsly defend the Prieſt-hood as well 
s of Women as of Men: And $ Luther proves 
t etticactouſly ; The firſt Office of a Prieſt, ſays 
e, rs to preach; this is common to all, even Mo- 
when , the ſecond is to baptige; which is alſo com- 
n 19 omen; the third is to conſecrate their Bread 
end Wine, and this alſo is common to all as well 
1% Men; and in the Abſence of a Prieſt, a Mo- 
nan may abſolve from Sins as well as the Pope, be- 
; | _ canſe 
T In Explan. Art. 17. 


* [n lib. ad Corin. C. II. 


Tjaai 0 Ap 2. de minijt. Eccles. inſtit, fel. 369. & lib. de Cap. 
—— . c. d. Ordin. Q lib. de aH. I miſſa. 
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cauſe the Words of Chrift, What ever ye ſhall unt) Ft 
on Earth ſball be untied in Heaven, were ſaid 1 by 
all Chriſtians. I 

And when ſo eminent Men had not ſaid it, Þt: 

Reaſon and Scripture convinces it; Reaſon, be- R 

1 cauſe that our Rule of Faith being Scripture tc 
{4 each Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands it ſh 
f many Women undoubtedly are of found Judg- Wh 
ment, and why ſhould not their Interpretation; 
of Scripture paſs for the Doctrine of the Refor Fi 
mation, as well as that of our Biſhops and Mini 
ſters ? Scripture, becauſe we read, the Samara: 
Woman was the firſt who preached the Meu 
to the City of Samara, and Chriſt commandei 
Mary Magdalen to go to preach his ReſurreCtion tf 
his Diſciples ; and we know by our Chronicles 
that our glorious Queen Elizabeth of blefled MefM 
mory, did not only govern the State, but waſiſhy 
a great Apoſtoleſs in Church Affairs. F 
Iſmael, To what Purpoſe then, have w 
Biſhops and Miniſters, who enjoy ſo vaſt Rel 
venues, if any Man or Woman can preach an 
adminitter the Sacraments as well as they: 
Iſaac. You may believe, Biſhops and Min 
ſters are very necaful for the Service of th 
Church ; for they being commonly learned wit 
ty Men, and having Wives, they come to in 
ſtruct their Wives ſo Well, that the good WO 
men come 1n a ſhort time to be as learned as the ho! 
Huſbands, and as nimble and quick in the ecciWei 
ſiaſtical Miniſtries as they, if they were perm 
ted to exerciſe them; as ſome Authors of og 
relal 
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n relate unto us, that a Gentleman of Conſtance, 
den writ to his Friend in a Village, (about three 
Leagues diſtant from that City,) whoſe Inhabi- 
d it, Ftants were for the moſt part of our Lutheran 
„ be: 1 the good Paſtor exhorted his Flock 
re to prepare for Eaſter Communion, and that none 
ds 1t ſhould preſume to come to the holy Table, but 
[udg ſhould firſt confeſs and receive Abſolution of his 
ation {ins : Eaſter Holidays being come, ſuch a Mul- 
for- Fitude flock'd to Confeſſion, that the Paſtor could 
Min Not ſatisfy the Devotion of io great a Croud ; he 
ar1:aFealled his Wife to help him, for to hear Conkeſſi- 
tejjia bas, and give Abſolutions, in hich Miniſtry the 
andelſj good Lady did labour with great Satisfaction of 
tion to he Penitents ; but neither the Paſtor nor his vir- 
nicles f uous Conſort being able to diſpatch fo great a 
d Me 0 altitude, he called his Maid- Servant, who did 
at wa Fork in the holy Miniſtry with as much Expedition 
bs her Maſter. 1 50 for all this the Church of Scot- 
1 10 France, and all England, ( Proteſtants except- 
d,) will tell you that Biſhops and Miniſters are 
hot needful, nay that they are very prejudicious 
p the Reformation and State; to the Refor mation, 
$-cauſe this Hierarchy with the Biſhop's Court, 
durplices, Corner Caps, and other Trumperies, 
puts the Flock in Mind of Popery, whereof it's a 
erfect Reſemblance ; and whilſt the Papiſts fee 
ur Change from them. comes to be almoſt no 
ore but to ſubſtitute new Prieſts and Biſhops in 
eir own place for to manage more conſcientiouſly 
eRents and Revenues which they profanely abu- 
d, and that thoſe Rents and Revenues are n in 
the 
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each Perſon of found Judgment underſtands it 
ment, and why ſhould not their Interpretation 


mation, as well as that of our Biſhops and Mini 


adminiſter the Sacraments as well as they ? 
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cauſe the Words of Chriſt, What ever ye ſhall unty | ela 
on Earth ſball be untied in Heaven, were ſaid u Þ writ 


all Chriſtians, ea 


And when ſo eminent Men had not ſaid it, 
Reaſon and Scripture convinces it; Reaſon, be- 
cauſe that our Rule of Faith being Scripture a 
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many Women undoubtedly are of found Judg: 


of Scripture paſs for the Doctrine of the Refor: 


ſters? Scripture, becauſe we read, the Samarita alle 
Woman was the firſt who preached the ein: bns, 
to the City of Samara, and Chriſt commandel] good 
Mary Magdalen to go to preach his Reſurrection t ble P, 
his Diſciples : ; and we know by our Chronicles Wuous 
that our glorious Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed Mce-MMult 
mory, did not only govern the State, but work 
a great Apoſtoleſs in Church Affairs. Is her 
fmacl. To what Purpoſe then, have vnd, 
Biſhops and Miniſters, who enjoy ſo vaſt Red,) 


venues, if any Man or Woman can preach an\ſſht ne 
o the 
cant 
urpl 
uts t! 


Tſaac. You may believe, Biſhops and Mint 
ſters are very necaful for the eee of the 
Church; for they being commonly learned wit 
ty Men, and having Wives, they come to inſWerfec 
ſtruct their Wives ſo Well, that the good WoYWur Ct 
men come 1n a ſhort time to be as learned as the ore | 
Huſbands, and as nimble and quick in the eccieir oz 
ſiaſtical Miniſtries as they, if they were permiiſWeRe! 
ted to exerciſe them ; as ſome Authors of hy d, an 
relat 
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relate unto us, that a Chenin of Conftance, 
1 Þwrit to his Friend in a Village, (about three 

| Leagues diſtant from that City, ) whoſe Inhabi- 
t © rants were for the moſt part of our Lutheran 
. Reformation ; the good Paſtor exhorted his Flock 


) 


o prepare for Eaſter Communion, and that none 
zhould preſume to come to the holy Table, but 


2- hould firſt confeſs and receive Abſolution of his 
ins: Eaſter Holidays being come, ſich a Mul- 
itude flock'd to Confeſſion, that the Paſtor could 
1 Jot ſatisfy the Devotion of io great a Croud ; he 
at Walled his Wife to help him, tor to hear Confeſſi- 
: 


% ns, and give Abſolutions, in „hich Miniſtry the 
ed Food Lady did labour with great Satisfaction of 
110 he Penitents ; but neither the Paſtor nor his vir- 
cs, Wuous Conſort being able to diſpatch ſo great a 
le. Multitude, he called his Maid-Servant, who did 
Vork in the holy Miniſtry with as much Expedition 
sher Maſter. "Bat for all this the Church of Scot- 
wWond, France, and all England, ( Proteſtants except- 
Red,) will tell you that Biſhops and Miniſters are 


anWot needful, nay that they are very prejudicious 
o the Reformation and State; to the Reformation, 


cauſe this Hierarchy with the Biſhop's Court, 
urplices, Corner Caps, and other Trumperies, 
wi'Wuts the Flock in Mind of Popery, whereof it's a 


ur Change from them, comes to be almoſt no 
ore but to ſubſtitute new Prieſts and Biſhops in 
cci eir own place for to manage more conſcientiouſly 
heRents and Revenues which they profanely abu- 
d, and that thoſe Rents and Revenues are 1 in 
the 


er fect Reſemblance; and whilſt the Papiſts ſee 
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the Hands of an ecclefiaftica] Hierarchy, they liv: ght 
in hopes of recovering them ſome Day, when ou, K 


Biſhops and Miniſters will come to be as bad Stew N eir! 
ards of them as they were, and that the Flock wills, « 
be weary of them and call back the antient Poſſe 1 the 
ſors: It's therefore perhaps the Emiſſaries of tet n 
Pope do inceſſantly blow in our Ears, how ill ou he \ 
eccleſiaſtical Revenues are beſtowed, for to main hure 
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tain Wives and Children, pomp and vanity of B. 
ſhops and Miniſters, no leſs than in Popery. I. 
the Srate, they ſeem to be prejudicious, wheres 
any but a Biſhop or Miniſter, would think, 
would be more advantageous to the Comma 
Wealth, that the King ſhould have thoſe Rev 
nues for to maintain his Fleet and Army, an 

eale thereby the Subjects of Subſidies and Taxe 
than that a handful of Biſhops and Minifte 
ſhould have them? Specially when others ci 
preach and teach as well as they, for nothing 
but the Pleaſure of being heard. 

Tſmael. But do not you ſee it would be a 80 
crilege, that the King ſhould deprive the Clerg 
of their Church Revenues ? 

Taac. And do not you know, that almoſt a 
our Congregations do hold our Clergy to be 1 
true Clergy, but as meer laymen as you or I 
they admit no Clergy or Epiſcopal Character, bi 
Elders choſen by the Congregation. And i 
they be no true Clergy, they have no Right! 
the Church Revenues, and it's no Sacrilege | 
_ deprive them of them. The Popiſh Clergy ! 
Henry the VIII's time, had viſibly a Spie 

E 
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0 iht to them, than ours now have, for neither 
e King himſelf nor any other did doubt of 
Þteir Right; and now moſt of our Congregati- 
ons, do abſolutely deny any Right in our Clergy 
to thoſe Rents, becauſe they are no Clergy. 
Wet none will be ſo bold, as to accuſe Heur 
he VIII. of Sacrilege, for having taken the 
hurch Livings from them, for to put them to 
Petter uſe. And why ſhould we dare ſay, our 
ng would commit any, for depriving our 
lergy of thoſe Rents ? Believe he can law fully 
Jo it, or believe he cannot, you'll be full a 
boy Child of the Reformation. Believe what - 
u * pleaſe. 
Tae! This is a tickliſh Point, let's leave it 
xe the Conſideration of our wile and prudent 
farliament, and be pleaſed to anſwer to my 
Voubt. How can we live in Peace and Tranqui- 
ty in Religion, if our Rule of Faith be Sgrip- _ 
ure as each one underſtands it. I rememiber a | 
1 SaÞiſcourſe ſtarted in the Houſe of Lords, not q 
eroÞany Years ago by his Grace the Duke of Buck- 
wham ; he defired to know, what 1t was to be 
ſt af Proteſtant , wherein did Proteſtancy properly 
be onſiſt? The Biſhops, who were pretent looked 
rl ne upon another, and whether they feared the . 
FWiticulty of the Queſtion, or that for Modeity's 
2: Wie, each expected to hear another ſpeak firſt, 
bt ey ſtood filent for a while; at laſt the Ice was 
Yroken by one, others followed, but hardly any 
9 1 o agreed; and all that the Duke could gather 
Fcatut of their ſeveral Anſwers, was, that our 
Rig Rule 
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England. Whereupon he concluded, we are 
theſe hundred Years very buſy for to ſettle Re: 


had great Reaſon, for Religion and Faith | 


each Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands 


reform'd Church : But let us follow the Rule of 
Faith, let each one believe as in his ConſciencÞ 


( 36 ) 

Rule of Faith, was 1 as each one under 
ſtood it, and Proteſtancy nothing but Scripture, 
as interpreted by the Parliament and Church olÞſot y. 
hich 
En 
Ire a. 
1 
eligi. 
ripti 
his t 
and as it's impoſſible we ſhould all jump andfforr 
agree in one Senſe and Meaning of the Text, 1aÞay tc 
it's impoſſible we ſhall ever be ſettled and agreqſents 
in Religion. ght! 

lſaac. The Reaſon of our Unſettlement ue, | 


ligion, and for ought I perceive, we are as un. 
ſettled now as at the Beginning : And truly he 


nothing elſe, but that Senſe of Scripture, whic 


| Hitherto, and at preſent, is the violent Efforts hto u: 


what by Perſecutions, Acts of Parliaments, anq; ers di 
other Oppreſſions; what by Invectives, lid Ir 
trigues, and Cabals, of the Church of Englandgorld. 
to draw all to be Proteſtants ; of the Preſbyteriſt foll, 
ans, to make us deny Epiſcopacy ; and of eacliy na, 
other Congregation, to force us to their reſpec d Co 
tive Tenets : And whilſt this Conſtraint and$cn7ay 
Severity is uſed againſt Mens Conſciences, it Þu do 
in vain to expect Peace or Settlement in outndem 
we 
Tri 
he beſt underſtands Scripture : let us all believ&m to 
what we pleaſe, and be permitted ſo to do, an(//aac. 
we ſhall without doubt enjoy perfect Peace aud Pre/ 
Tranquility: Believe you Figurative Preſent Lui] 
if you will: let the Lutheran believe his Rea Inf: 
Preſenct 


371 
. Preſence, if he likes it, and let me believe 10 
ef re/erce at all, if I judge there's none; why will 
ogot you permit me to follow that Rule of Faith, 
h hich the whole Reformation, even the Church 
eff England gives me in her 39 Articles. Scrip— 
ne as each perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands 
hf? To ſay, we can never have Settlement in 
Religion, whilſt this arbitrary Interpretation of 
chſſcripture is permitted, is to ſpeak like a Papiſt: 
is This the Pope and Papiſts ſaid to our firſt bleſſed 
ndeformers, and the Popiſh Church ſays this 
ſchay to us, That we ought to ſubmit our Judg- 


reqpents to the Church and Councils; that we 


ght not to believe what Senſe we think to be 
entue, but what the Pope and Councils propoſed 
rtsÞto us, and if Luther, and our other Refor- 


angFers did not do IIl in following their own Senſe 


Ind Interpretation of Scripture againſt all the 


ani orld, why do you blame me or any other 


teri following their Example? 

eacl //mae]. When you ſpeak of our Reformation 

pecÞd Congregations, I hear you reckon the Arans, 
and cinians, and Antitrinitarians, among them; ſure 
it u do not believe they, or ſuch like ancient 
ouljndemned Hereticks, were of the Reformation; 

leo we Proteſtants do believe the Miniſtry. of 


ene Trinity againſt them, and will never own 


Em to be our Brethren, 

Iſaac. And do you believe Epiſcopacy againſt 
Preſbyterians, ſome Canonical Books againſt 
t Lutherans, Supremacy againſt the Quakers, 
| Infants Baptiſm againſt the Anabaptiſts 4 
an 
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and yet you own them as your Brethren and] 0 
godly Congregations of the Reformation; or if | ta 
you will deny them, they will alio ſcorn you, Þ 
and fay they are more of the Reformation than 
you are? and why will you not own the Arian Þ ot 
&c. as your Brethren, tho' you believe the 


Trinity againſt them? You ſay they are Oi - 
 condemn'd Hereticks;, and does this Language TY 
become a Child of the reformed Church? BY 1 
whom were they condemn'd? Was it not by 555 
the Popiſh Church? which alſo condemns us gat 
Por 


and ſays we are as much Heretichs as they ? and 
as we ought not to be ſo called, and judge the 
Pope and Councils Sentence againſt us, to be 
bold, uncharitable and unjuſt; ſo- we muſt 
ſay of the Ari tans, Pelagians, and others con 
 demn'd by them. You ſay Proteſtants wil 
never own them to be their Brethren ; God 
forbid the Proteſtant Church ſhould be fo un 
| charitable to their Fellow Chriſtians, and ſo un 
juſt to themſelves. B. Morton, [as I cited 
my firſt Dialogue,] as learned a Man as tht 
Church of England bred, ſays the Arian Churd 
is a true Church, and will oy no leſs of ti 
others: But what need we the Teſtimony e 
any, for what reaſon ſo convincingly proves 
they who walk by one and the ſame Rule 0 
Faith are of one and the ſame Religion; there 
fore Lutherans, Proteſtants, Preſbyterians, ans. 
Independants, do eſteem themſelves to be e 
the ſame Faith and Religion, becauſe they a 
have the lame Rule, which is Scripture as cad 
prove as ol 
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| 3 Congregation underſtands it: Alſo, notwith- 
i ſtanding the Difference and Variety of Congre- 
Þ gations in Popery, they hold all but one Faith, 
ng as they ſay ; becauſe they have all but one Rule 
„ok their Belief, which is their inafllible Pope 
WE and Church: But it's evident that thoſe which 
Wo you call Antient Condemned Hereticks, having 
| one and the ſame Rule of Faith with our Refor- 
mation ; for ours is Scripture, as each Perſon of 
found Judgment underſtands it, without any Obli- 
gation of holding the Senſe of it delivered by 
Pope, Church, Councils, or any other; there- 
fore our firſt bleſſed Reformers did not care 
what Senſe of it the Church or Pope did hold, 
when they began to preach the Purity of the 
K Goſpel, but each of them interpreted it as he 
thought fit in the Lord, and ſo purged the 
Church of many Errors : This is the very ſelf 
lame Rule of Faith, which Arians, Pelagians, 
NVeſtorians, and others, peremptorily condemned 
by Rome as Hereticks, did follow and walk by : 
ach of them read and interpreted Scripture, 
preached and believed what Senſe of it they 


the Doctrine of the Church, looking on Scripture 


le pf the Pope, Church, Councils, or Fathers: 
ner The Church of Rome, proud and impatient of 

any Oppoſition, condemned them as Hereticks 
be For not ſubmitted their Judgments to her; for 
ey "Faking Scripture as they underſtood it, and not 
cas the Church and Councils underſtood it, for 
gate EC: their 


thought to be true, tho' they knew it was againſt 


alone as their Rule of Faith, without any Regard 


14 
1 
1 


trine you may believe it: I ay alſo, if you judge 


ſaſely deny it, according to the Principles of the 
Reformation, and be ſtill as good a Member of 


( 40 ) 
hair Rule of Faith; and if this be a Crime, we | ef 
are as guilty as they; we are equally nocent or T 
innocent; we are both Hereticks, or none is ; Þ de, 


 weare therefore concern'd in their Honour, and K 


ought to defend the Integrity of their Procedure ¶ ab 


_ againſt the common Enemy, which is the Pope. 1“, 


They were Reformers of the Church in their % 


times, as we are in ours; and whereas they Ag 


have the ſame Rule of F aith, ſo they have the Th 
ſame Religion with the Reformation. one 
 Tſmael. "Then you will fay, Arianiſm is the 27 


Doctrine of the Reformation, and we may law- , 


fully believe it. | Daz, 
[/aac. I ſay, God 8 Unity in in Nature and Tri- bur 
nity in Perſons, is the Doctrine of the Reforma- eth, 
tion becauſe the Proteſtant, Lutheran, and Hu. and: 
gonο Church judge by Scripture, it is true; and With 
if you judge alſo by Scripture, it is the true Doc- Goſß 


by Scripture this Myſtery is not true, you ma) 


the reformed Church, as they who believe it 
for whoever believes what he judges by Scripture 
to be true, is a true Reformed : And, that the” 
Denial of the Trinity is as much the Doctrine oH 

the Reformation, as the Belief of it, it appears Mliged 
not only becauſe it was the Dorine of the Ar:ans, Bed 
who as I proved, are truly of the reformed 


Church; but becauſe it was taught by the great- 
"> 


* In + 
Tract. 
In A. 
WIA in 
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| eſt Lights of our Church: & Calvin, ſays the 
| Text, My Father is greater than I, muſt be un- 
| derfiond of Chrift, not only as he is Man, but alſo 
| as he is God. And that the Council of Vice did 
abuſe the Text : + My Father and 1 are one, for 

| 10 prove the Unity of both in Nature; whereas it 
| only fugnifies their Unity by Conformity of Wills. 

| Again he ſays, Epiſt. 2. ad Polon. in Tract. 

| Theol. pag. 796. That Prayer, Holy Trinity, 
one God have Mercy of us, is barbarous, and does 
not pleaſe me. And adds, t The Son has his own 
| Subſtance diſtinct from the Father. His Diſciple 8 
| Dan@us, ſays, It's a foolrſh inſipid Prayer: And 
our great Apoſtle Luther, [who as Fox witneſſ- 
eth, was the Chariot and Conductor of //rael, 

and a Man extraordinarily raiſed and repleniſh'd 
with God's Spirit, to teach the Purity of the 
Goſpel,] cauſed that Prayer to be blotted out of 
the Litamies, || That Mord Trinity, ſays he, ſounds 
ldly ; my Soul hates that Nord Humouſion, 
and the Arian did well in not admitting it, Laſtly, 
Ochmus that great Oracle of England, impugns 

his Myſtery with a ſtrong Diſcourſe: ** Ie 
re not obliged to believe, ſays he, more than the 
Saints of the Ancient Teftament, otherwiſe our Con- 

18 would be worſe than theirs, but they were not 
liged to believe this Myſtery, therefore we are not 
ged. Examine, I pray, the Works of theſe 
C.-2 eminent 


* In Harm. in Matth. c. 26. werſ. 04. & in admon. ad. Folon- 
1 Tract. Theolog. pig. 794. + Comment ſuper Joan. c. 10. 
In Act. Setueti, pag. 87. I L. Cont. Conebrat. || In Feſtil. 
or. in enuarrut. Evang. Domin. Trinit. * Lib. 2. Dial. 2. 
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eminent Doctors, where I quote them; conſi- Þ _ 
der if they be not, not only Men of found Judg- Þ Ch! 
ment, but Men extraordinarily raiſed by God, | "5 
[fays the Synod of Charenton ]) the Chariots and Do 
Conducters of //rael, ſays Fox : Men to be reve- Þ bei 
renc'd aſter Chriſt, ſays our Doctor Powel, and ir 
Apoſtolical Oracles ſent to teach us the Purity N Jud 
_ of the Goſpel, and conclude, it's an undeniable Þ be 
Verity, that this is the Doctrine of the Reforma- | Our 
tion, whereas it's Scripture as interpreted by Mer 
ſuch Men: Oh! But England, France, and ture 
Scotland, believe this Myſtery; well! And lorr 
What then? That-proves that the Myſtery is allo] L te 
the Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe what: of tl 
ever any Man of ſound Judgment thinks to be ure 
Scripture, it's the Doctrine; but is England or 
France alone the whole Reformation? Are notothe 
Luther, Calvin, Danæus, Ochinus, as well oHalNO 
the Reformation, and Men of as ſound Judg; whet 
ment as they ? Since therefore they underſtand Ten 
by Scripture there's no Trinity, it's the Doc: 
trine of the Reformation alſo that there's none 
believe it or deny it, which you like beſt, an 
you'll be ſtill of the reformed Church. 

Iſmael. By the Principle you run upon vo- 
may ſay any Blaſphemy is the Doctrine of the Reſor 
mation, for there's hardly any ſo execrable bi 
ſome Dr. of ours has delivered und taught it 

Iſaac. The Principle I run upon is this, Ser. 
ture as each Perſon of ſound Judgment inter 
prets it, is our Rule of Faith : Judge you, | 
that be not a good Principle in our reform * / 

5 Church, 


8 
Church, whereas this is the Rule of Faith given 


Doctors, as I proved in my firſt Dialogue: this 
being our Rule of Faith and reformed Doc- 
| trine, it's evident, that whatever Doctrine is 
judged by any Perſon of ſound judgment to 
be contained in Scripture, is the Doctrine of 
a. our Reformation: ſome Perſons of found Judg- 


by ment ſay the Real Preſence is expreſſed by Scrip— 


nd ture, this therefore is the Doctrine of the Re- 
nd formation ; others ſay only Figurative Preſence 
alas taught in Scripture, this alſo is the Doctrine 
at: Jof the Reformation ; ſome underſtand by Scrip- 


bed ure, there is a Myſtery of the Bleſſed Trinity, 


ol this therefore is the Doctrine of the Reformation; 


noiklothers underſtand there's no ſuch Myſtery, this 


| of ſy®{o is the Doctrine of the Reformation; fo that 
do chether you believe or deny this or any other 
tand Tenet controverted, you'll {till hold the Doc- 
Doctrine of the Reformation. . 
{ſmael. Calvin * iays, Chriſt pray'd unadvi- 
ſedly, the Eve of his Paſſion ; that he uttered Words 
whereof he was afterwards ſorry : that in his Paſ- 
an be was ſo troubled of all Sides, that overwhelm: 
ed with Deſperation, he defiſted from inuoking 
Cod, which was to renounce all Hopes of Salva- 


candalnus to affirm Chrift deſpaired, I anſwer, 
This Deſperation proceeded from bim as he was 
| 3 Man, 


rs. 46. £95 lib. 2. Inſtit. c. 16. ſed. 10. & 11. + In 
Luk. par. 2. hom. 65. and in Joan. bam. 5 4, 


us by the 39 Articles, and generally by all our 


ton And ſays he + if you Dh ject its abſurd and 


* Harm. in Ewang. Mat. c. 26. wers. 39. and c. 27. 
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Man, not as he was God. And this is not only Þ D. 
the Doctrine of Calvin, but of Brentius, Mar- be 
lotus, N Jacobus Miniſter (quoted by Bilſon) and Þ R. 
of Beza. Will you fay this is the Doctrine of an 
the Refermation, orthat we can without Scruple Þ Ch 
believe it? Alſo Calum ſays, 1 That Chriſt's 
corporal Death was not ſufficient for to redeem us, Þ Re 
but that after having deſpaired on the Croſs, be for 
ſuffered the Death of his Soul; that's to ſay, iat ref 
His Soul after his corporal Death, ſuffered the ſuſ 
Pains of the damn d in Hell. And ſays he in the all 
ſame Place, hey are but ignorant, dolliſh, bru- ga] 
7% Men, who will deny it, Luther alſo teaches Do 
the ſame Doctrine: $ As he ſuffered with exceeding tur 
Pains, the Death of the Body; fo it ſeems he ſuffer- N our 
ed afterward the Death of the Soul in Hell: N of 
Evinus || a learned Lutheran ſays, Chrift deſcend- Wl the 
ed into Hell for thee, and ſulfered not only corps any 
ral Death, but the Death and Fire of Hell. Mr. he 
Fulk and Perkings avow this, and it is alſo the ex- ¶ cen 
preſs Doctrine of IIliricus, Latimer and Lofjins. N Doc 
Alſo Luther J moſt impiouſly affirms, that ot I will 
only the human Nature of Chriſt died for us, but I ty, 
alſo his Divine Nature, (ee Luther's Words quoted I tho 
at large by Zuinglius, **and Hoſpinian ; tt if tion 
you ſay ſuch ſcandalous Blaſphemies may be fſafe- I of i. 


ly believed, you will render your Chriſtianity N two 
ſuſpected ; ſto f 


* In March. c. 16. Þ In Recog. pag. 370. Lil. Blaj 
2. Inſt. c. 16- fat. 10. and ſeq. $ To. Meltem. inte) 
| in ſþ. 16. In Pf. 16. ¶ In Confeſ. majori de Cann hen 
L Dei. * To. 2. in reſponſ. ad. Confes. Luth. fol. 458. 
| +f In Hiſtor. Sacram. par. 2. fol. 57. 
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ſuſpected; and if you ſay, that they are th 

Doctrine of the Reformation, or that they may 
8 be believed according to the Principles of the 
0 , Reformation, you will make the Reformation 
0 and it's Principles to be hated by any good 
e Þ Chriſtian, 

$ Iſaac, If I walk by the Rule of Faith of the 
„ Reformation, I'll prove myſelf a true re- 
be formed Child; and if I prove myſelf to be a 
a FF reformed-Child, my Chriftianity cannot be juſtly 
le ſuſpected. What Tenet have you related of 
he all thoſe which you call Blaſphemies and Scan- 
dals, but has been judged by thoſe eminent 
iS WF Doctors of our Reformation to be expreſs Scrip- 
ture, or conformable to Scripture ; and ſince 
„our Rule of Faith is Scripture, as each Perſon 
I: Jof found. Judgment underſtands it, and ſince 
1d-W the Doctrine of our Reformation is but whatever 
PI iny ſuch Perſon of ſound Judgment, Judges to 
Vir. ¶ be expreſſed in, or proved by Scripture it's evi- 
ex- cent that all thoſe Tenets are undeniably the 
7. Doctrine of the Reformation: I ſay then, and | 
10! will ſay, without any Offence to my Chriſtiani- | 
ty, or Blemiſh to our reformed Church, that 
ted Mthoſe Tenets arc the Doctrine of the Reforma- 
i if Wl tion and m ay be as ſalely believed by any Child 
afe⸗ of it, as Figurative Preſence, Supremacy, or 
nit] El two eee eee and let not any Brgot pretend 
ed; ſto frighten me from this Doctrine by calling it 
Til. Blaſphemy and [mpriety ; No, its Scripture, as 
temb. nterpreted by our rer owned Reformed Doctors, 
| therefore it's no Blaipheray : Let any Man con- 
C4 VINCE 
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vince me, that our Rule of Faith muſt not be 
Scripture, as each Perſon of ſound Judgment 
underſtands it; and he will convince that this 
cannot be juſtly called the Doctrine of the Re- 
formation; but whilſt that Principle and Rule 
of Faith ſtands unſhaken, nothing that is taught 
by any Perſon of ſound Judgment to be the 


. Doctrine of Scripture, but is to be called our | 
"8 Doctrine, and may be ſafely believed. | 


You fay, that whoever has any Love for 
Chriſtianity, will hate the Reformation and it's 
Principles, if they give Liberty for to believe 
| ſuch Blaſphemies : But, can any Mother be more 
indulgent to her Child, than the Reformation is 


tous? Such as think thoſe Tenets to be Blaſphe- 


mies, the Reformation gives them leave not to 
believe them: And it any judges by Scripture, 
that they are not Blaſphemies, but pure Doctrine, 
as Luther, Calvin, and others did, they have Liber- 
ty for to believe them. He who denies them, can- 
not in Charity check them who believe them, nor 
can they who believe them, check thoſe who deny 
them, whereas each follow the Rule of Faith, and 
believe what they judge by Scripture to be true. 
And if you or your Church of England cry out 
Blaſphemy, Blaſphemy, againſt al] that you 
judge to be falſe, why do not you cry Blaſphe- 
my againſt Preſbyterians, Lutherans, and other 
Congregations from whom you diſſent? And 
what Difference betwixt you and the Church of 


Rome? The Folly of this is to call Hereſy and 
Blaſphemy all that is not her own Doctrine : 
And 
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And all that your Church of England miſlikes, 
| muſt be Fanaticiſmm, Blaſphemy, and Impiety ? 
Muſt our Rule of Faith be Scripture, as the 
Church of England underſtands it, and not other- 
| wiſe ?2/ Preſbyterians, and Lutherans, will never 
| allow it : If therefore our Rule of Faith be 
| Scripture, as each Perſon underſtands it ; any 
| Perſon of found Judgment in the Reformation, 
may without Scruple believe what he under- 
| ſtands to be the Dockrine of Scripture. 


Four th Dialogue. 


SMA L. You ſtill inſiſt upon that Principle, 
1 that our Rule of Faith is Scripture, as each 
0 W Perſon of found Judgment underitands it, and 
e, from that Principle will follow many abſurd 
e, WW Conſequences deſtructive of Piety and Religion. 

r 7aas. That Principle is not invented by me, 
n- it's of our holy Reformation: if I did diſcourſe 
or {With a Pap: I would prove the Principle to be 
ny true, and God's expreſs Word; but fince I diſ- 
nd Wcourſe with a reformed Child, I ſuppoſe, I need 
ie. I not ſpend my time in proving it: This Principle 
ut then, being an unqueſttonable Truth in our 
ou Reformation, no reformed Child muſt be. ſo 
he- irreverent and bold as to ſay, that any Doctrine 
her Which clearly and unavoidably follows out of 
nd Wit, is blaſphemous or impious, for that would 
of We to condemn our Principle by which we walk : 

nd MEx vero non ſequitur mf verum From a true 
e : Principle nothing can follow 5 true Doctrine. 

nd C6 Can 
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Can you deny but this was the Rule of Faith, 
and Principle of our firſt bleſſed e ere 


and of the Church of England, mentioned 1 
her 39 Articles? If therefore they judged, ey 


if any other judges by that Rule and Principle, 


= that thoſe Tenets which you call impious and 


blaſphemous, be true Doctrine, they cannot 
be blamed for believing them. 

Ijſmael. I confeſs our firſt Reformers did peak 
ſo, but I ſay ſuch Errors and impious Doctrines 
cannot without Irreverence be called the Doc- 


trine of the Reformation, and cannot without 
Impiety be believed, becauſe our Reformation 
at preſent condemns and deteſts thoſe Blaſphe- 
mies, for we muſt grant that our Reformation 
in its Beginning was not in its full Perfechon of 


Doctrine; God began it by Luther, Calvin, 
Zuinglius, and others : Thoſe great Men had 
their Frailties, they did overlaſh in ſome things 


and what they ſaid amiſs, God's heavenly Spirit 


inſpired to the Church from time to time to cor- 


rect it, and has at length brought our Church 


to that Purity of Dotrine, and fulneſs of Per- 


fection which it now enjoys. Nothing is to be 
called now the Doctrine of the Reformation, but 


what is now believed by our Congregations, and 
none of them believes thoſe execrable Tenets 
you related. 

Iſaac. You wrong the Reformation very much 
in ſaying it had not its full Perfection in the 
beginning, it's rather to be thought, that that 
poliſhing and refining of it in enſuing Years with 

new 


— 
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new Perfections, and correcting the firſt Draught 
ol it by our firſt Reformers, has been a Cor- 
ruption of it with ſome Mixture of popiſh Errors 
end Superſtitions : For all religious Congreget'- 

ens, and Pretenders to Piety, are at the firſt 

. beginning i in the height of their Perfection, and 
in Progreſs of Years, they decline and decay 
from their primitive Spirit into Errors and Cor— 
| ruption of Manners : Religious Congregations 
are not Ike Arts and Sciences, which by Time 
and Experience receive new Perfections; but 
like Chimnies, which grow daily blacker by con- 
tinual Smoak and Fire: Witneſs the Jew!jb 
| Charch and Law, in its beginning, Flouriſhing 
end Holy, but Corrupted in Progreſs of Time, 
by Traditions of Men and Superſtitions of Pha- 
| riſees : Witneſs alſo the Law of the Goſpel in 
| thoſe happy Times of the Apoſtles, holy and 
pure, but corrupted after ſome Years by Errors 
| of Popery : If we be to ſeek for the Pure Ortho- 
| dox Doctrine of the primitive Church, ought 
not we to be ſaid by the Apoſtles, Men raited 


extraordinarily by God, and repleniſhed with 


his Spirit to teach us the Göpel ? And if we be 
to ſeek for the Pure and Orthodox Doctrine of 
the Reformation, ought not we to be ſway'd 


rather by Luther, Calvin, Melancthon, Zuinglius, 
Beza, and our other firſt Reformers, than by a ſew 
Miniſters and Biſhops of England, who, tho' 
they be wiſe and pious Men, yet they are not 
of that Stamp as the others. And if our pre- 
ſent Congregations preſume to correct them, 
; and 
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and ſay they overlaſh'd in their Doctrine; wil 
not the Papiſts ſay, if they have been ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Maſters, and falſe Teachers, why did you 
receive their Reformation? And as they erred 
ſo groſly in ſuch prime Articles of Chriſtianity, 
why do not you fear and ſuſpect they have alſo 
err'd in the reſt ? Secondly the Papiſis will ſay, 
if as they reformed us, you reform them, then 
you muſt expect and permit that others may 
reform you, and forſake your Doctrine as you 
forſake theirs. 
Iſmael. 1 wiſh you « C0! ald make out, that the 
Reformation was in its full Perfection in its 
Beginning; had you read ſome Writers of ours, 
perhaps you would judge otherwiſe; * Auſculis, 
a learned Lutheran, writes thus; Thus it 1s av1ith 
ws at preſent, that if any be deſirous t ſee a great 
Ng Pour of Knaves, turbulent Spirits, deceltful Per- 
ins, Cozeners, and debauch'd Men, let him go 19 
a « Gi, where the Goſpel is purely preached, and le 
ſhall find them by Multitudes ; for it's more mani— 
feft than the Day Light, that never were there 
more unbridled and unruly Peop'e among the Turks 
and Infdels than the Profeſſirs of the Reformed 
Goſpel. Luther himſelf fays as much; The World 
grows duly worſe, and Men are more covetous, re- 
vengeful and licentious than they were in Popery. 
Mr. $:ub5t ſays no leſs; After my Travels round 
about all England, J found the People in moſt parts 
Proud, 
* Dom. 1. Adventus, Y libr. de Proph. Chriſti. + In Po- 


Nil. ſuper Lœangel. Dom. 1. Advent. & Dom. 25. poſt Trinit. 
t Motive: 15 200 Wirk; in the Epiſt. Dellic. 
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proud, malicious, ambitious, and careleſs of good 
orks. Mr. Richard Geſery, in his Sermon at 

. Paul's Crs, printed Ann? 1604. I may 
| Wfrecly ſpeak what have plainly ſeen, that in Flan- 


ders never was there more Drunkenneſs, in Italy 


ore wantonneſs, in Jury more Hypocriſy, in 
Turky more e n Tartary more Iuiquity, 
an 1s practiſed generally in England and partt- 
cularly in London. Certainly our Reformation 
lit preſent deſerves a better Character; never 
did the Ale-houſes and Taverns complain more 
heavily of want of Trading, which is a Proof 
of our Sobriety; ; the Churches which we ſee a 
building in London, is a good Teſtimony of 
Piety ; and we are fo far from any Smack of 
Hy pocriſy, that you ſhall not ſee in all London 
he leaſt Appearance of Virtue, fo hiddenly it's 
7- Wept from mortal Eyes, but what you may meet 
4% our honeſt Prake: s. 

Je //aac. I contels our Congregations. as now 
- Wicy are, are very good both in Doctrine and 


lanners of our Reformation, at its firſt Begin- 

ing was as pure as holy, and as true as now it 
„ Or ever it will be. Nay, ſuppoſing and grant- 
d, their Manners and Doctrine were ſo corrupt 
; thoſe Doctors mention; I ſay that amidſt all 
hoſe Vices, their Life was as holy, innocent, 
lameleſs and pure as yours is now: And that 
on may be convinced of this Truth, know that 
P. Nloin expreſsly teaches, * Me Believe the Sins hk 
The 


ä 


Lib. 3. Infl, c. 4. Sed, 28. 


lanners; but I ſay "ufo, that the Doctrine and 
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COS: 
the Faithful. 15 mains of the Refomation) are 
but venial Sins; not but that they deſerve Death, 
but becauſe there is n Damnation for the Children 
of Gra-e, maſmuch as their Sins are not imputed 
tn them; Ani again * he ſays Mie can aſſure our 
ſelves, we can no more be damn'd for any Sins, thail 
Jeſus Chriſt Himself. Luther + is of the ſame 
opinion, As nothing but Faith doth juſtify us, f. 
17 but Incredulity is a Sin. Again, 1 NV 
Sin is ſo great that it can condemn a Man, ſuch as 
are damnu'd, only for their Iucredulily. Whitaker, 
MV) Sin can hurt a Man who has Fatth. The 
ſame is tanght by Hatton, Fulk, Tindal, and 
Beza. It's therefore the Doctrine of Scripture 
az interpreted. by theſe Perſons of great and 
ſound Judgment, that Inceſts, Murders, Intem- ¶irrev 
perance, or whatever elſe you call a Sin, (In-Mhok 
credulity excepted,) either is no Sin at all, ound 
but venial Sins, which do no Harm, nor cannot Docu 
damn the Children of the Reformation; if there The 
fore our Brethren lived in the Beginning of theÞDoqr 
Reformation, as thoſe Authors relate, they livedWearne 
according to Scripture, as interpreted to theninder 
by Men of ſound Judgment, and this being outKigura 
Rule of Faith and Manners, they did not il. 
but very well, in following it. 

Ijmael. They were Men of the 8 
it s true, who taught theſe Errors, and Deſſolu 
tion of Life and good Manners ; inſomuch, the 

ſwerve 


* Lib, 4. Int e. J. Sect. 2. + Th locis commun. 407 
25, t To 2. Wiitemb. de ons Babyl. fol 7 4. Ei» 
cont. Bellarm. conf. 2. queſt. 5. 
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| werved from the Spirit's Holineſs and Purity 
f the Reformation, and muſt not be believed 
dor commended. Look upon the Reformation 
as now it is, and you will not find eny ſuch 
" © ſcandalous Doctrine, or Corruption of Manners. 
Jaac. They were not only Men of the Refor- 
mation, but the greateſt Oracles of it, which 
you will not match with any of our preſent 
| Congregations, and it's not pardonable in any 
reform'd Child to ſay, ſuch Oracles, extraordi- 
narily raiſed by God to teach the Purity of the 
Goſpel, ſhould have taught either Errors in 
Doctrine, or Diſſolution of Manners: They 
taught what in their Conſciences they underſtood 
by Scripture to be true; if you will not be ſo 
rreverent as to ſay that they were Knaves, who 
poke and taught againſt their Conſciences 
and Knowledge. Therefore they taught the 
Doctrine of the Reformation purely and truly: 
he Conſequence is evident: For what is the 
Doctrine of the Reformation, but what wiſe, 
earned Men of found Judgment, think and 
inderſtand by Seripture to be true? Why is 
gurative Preſence the Doctrine of the Refor- 
ation ? tho' denied by Lutherans, [who are 
eformed alſo,] but becauſe wiſe learned Men 
ndge by Scripture as they underſtand it, it's 
de true Doctrine? or can you give me any 
mer Rule of Faith by which we may know 
hat Do &rine is of the Reformation, and what 
ot, but Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ent t underſtands it? Qr what Rule can you give 
for 


that manner of Life to be true and good, why may 


( 54) 


for to know what is good or evil to be done, but Nend 
Scripture as underſtood by ſuch Perſons? If Wilt 
therefore Luther, Calvin, and the other Doctors, £4ga1! 
I quoted, judge by Scripture that Doctrine and Bla 


Engl 


not we ſay it's the Doctrine of the Reformation ? hem 
If you or the Church of England or Scotland judge tie C 
that Doctrine to be falſe, and manner of Life to Ntwixt 
be a Diſſolution and Corruption of Manners, Ftiers 
Why you are Men of ſound Judgment, you un- Bu 


derſtand Scripture fo; that will be the Doctrine Nie R 
alſo of the Reformation, you may believe it: But fe, 
you muſt not deny that Luther and Calvin's Doc- Wreat 
trine is alſo of the Reformation, becauſe they {#7 » 
were Men of as found Judgment as you. 770 fle 


You tranſgreſs heinouſly againſt Modeſty, it of 
in ſaying thoſe ſacred Organs of God ſwerved e m 
from the Spirit and Holineſs of the Reformation; Wgainſ 
which having no other Rule of Faith but Scrip- Seri 
ture, as each Perſon of ſound Judgment under- Winks 
ſtands it; it's Spirit and Holineſs conſiſt in fram- ener 
ing our Life and Doctrine to that Rule, as our Ne a 
bleſſed Reformers and Reformation in its Be- Hands 
ginning did, believing thoſe Tenets, which youÞd th 
call Errors and Blaſphemy, and living that Life ly L 
which you call Diſſolution and Corruption ofetion, 
Manners, becauſe they judge by Scripture, a9, | 
they underſtood it, that Doctrine and Manner ofÞ4ges 
Life was true, innocent, and good; and if you © iin 
like it as they did, you may believe and live 
as they did, and be a good Child of the Re... 
formation: : Conſider, I pray, all the Work Y, 45 

an | 
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5 (553 1 
and Doctrine of Luther [the like J ſay of our other . 
lirſt Reformers] the three Parts of his Docti ine is 4 
againſt Popery, and they ſay, all are Hereſies and N 
Blaſphemies; the reſt is contrary to the Church of 
England, and ſhe fays, this i« alſo Errors and Blas- 4 
my, ſo you conſpire with the Paprfts, to deftroy 
the Credit of our fuſt and beſt Reformer; and be- 
twixt you both, you unplume him of ail his Fea- 
Ithers, and leave him not a bit of good Doctrine. 
| But will ſtand to the Spirit, and Principles of 
the Reformations, and Congrepations, as now they 
are, ſince you fo much boaſt of its Purity and 
preat Perſections; and I will prove that Doctrine, 
pid manner of Liſe, may be believed and followed 
fare Fully Randing to its Principles: For if the Spi— 
„ ("of the Reformation be at preſent among ue, 
ed Ne muſt not be forced, as in Popery, to believe 
n; Ngainſt our proper Judgments, what others believe 
p- Þ'>cripture to be true andholy, but what each one 
or- Winks in his own Conſcience to be ſuch ; becauſe 
m- Nen now at preſent, our Rule of Faith is Scrip- 
Sur re as each Perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
Be- Wands it, and this is the ſame Rule which Luther 
you ſÞ'd the Reformation in its Beginning had: This 
Life (Ply Liberty is the beſt Jewel, the greateſt Per- 
 offiÞction, and moſt glo. us Prerogative the Refor- 
„ en has: If therefore now at preſent any Man 
er ofſÞges by Scripture that he can mas ry ten Mives 

ou 2 time; that be can kill bis mn Son as Abraham 
ves ended; that he may commrt Tnreft with his own 
ReM*ugbter, as Lot did; that therers no in but Incredu- 
ork! as Luther believed; nar any Myſtery of the Trinity 
and C 
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46.550 
of Perfins, in one Nature as Calvin believed ; with Beer 
what Juſtice can the Church of England ſay a Man he ! 
does not believe, and live as becometh a reform'd Nat: 
Child, or that his Doctrine and Life is ſcandalous; it's 
whereas he lives and believes as he underſtands IC 
by Scripture, he may or ought to do, which is adm 
the Rule of Faith of the Reformation, even of the 
Churchof England? The Church of England ſays, 

_ the Lutheran Doctrine of the Real Preſence 1s 1 
the Doctrine of Scripture; that the Preſbyterian 
Doctrine againſt Epiſcopacy, is not the Doctrine of 
Scripture ; that the Anabaptiſt Doctrine again 
Infants Baptiſm, is ot of Scripture; and yet you 
permit them all to live in Peace: You confeſs they 
are true Clyldren of the Reformation, though DV 
ſeniers from you; why ? Becauſe they follow 
Scripture as they underſtand it, and this is our 
Rule of Faith: And why will not you ſay, urs 
Belief and Life of that other Man is alſo of the Hetnien 
formation, though it may ſeem abſurd to yt; ſingfey rr 
he believes and lives as be judges by Scripture l ey y 
may? It follows therefore plainly, that this is the ripti 
Do grine of the Reformation. e Mu 
Iſinael.] confeſs our Rule of Faith in the Retorſſi,7,; / 
mation, is Scripture as each Perſon of ſound JuigKh, ng 
ment underſtands it: But you cannot doubt bu mig; 
that it's needful to moderate and curb this Libeſſet Sci 
ty, or it may run too far; For if every Man he tr 
licenc'd to believe and teach every thing he fanſhy1q ; 
cies to be according to Scripture ; as there is u he] 
Doctrine ſo execrable but ſome ignorant Re Abe. 
may hit upon a Text, which, ill underſtood, rr Rule 
4 


65 57) 
n ſeem to favour it ; ſo there will be none but may 
n be believed, and called he Doctrine of the Refor- 
d ation g For Example, Beza“ teuches, [and ſays 
S; it's alio the Doctrine of Calvin, Sumaiſe and 
ds Ceneve,] that the Lord's Supper may be lawfully 
5 Wadmiriter'd in any kind of Victuals as well as 
he n Bread and Wine, in Eggs, Fleſh, Fiſh, &c. 
„ere there is no Bread and Mine, lays he, we 
uy duly celebrate, i, inſtead of them we uſe wha 
we ſerally eat and Drink. And again in the Re 
ace; IF there be no Mater at hand and that Bap- 
ſin cannot be with Edification deferred, I would 
YOU. 19112e in any other Liquor. 
nfl anc. And why ſhould it not be tawful to any 
Di/eformed to believe this, whereas it's Scripture 
interpreted by a Man of fo found a Judgment ? 
jut I do not in any wiſe like that Opinion of 
ours and of the Church of England, that it's con- 
enient to limit and curb Men's Judgments left 
11'Wey may run too ſar : This is the Policy of Rome, 
ey will not permit an arbitrary Interpretation of 
ripture, alledging, ſorſooth, for i jnconveniency, 
e Multitude of ab/urd Doctrines which the World 
mid ſwarm with, if ſuch a Liberty were allowed : 
0, no, far be it from any true reformed Child, 
miſlike or blame that all People ſhould inter- 
et Scripture, and believe what they judge by it 
be true : And if what they judge to be true, 
ould ſeem to you falſe and ſcandalous, do not 
u believe it, but let them believe it, and they 
Ilbe of the Reformation, becauſe they follow 
Rule of Faith. BY Iſmael. 
1 Fyift. 2. 2. C 25. „ 


Ochinus, || Beza and others, teach the lawfulneß 


with the Example of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 


Wives at a time, that's 70 ſay, len or twenty. 


trine of the Reformation, whereas it's Scripture 


| „ 
Timael, * Luther, + Melan#thon, t le, 


of Bigamy, or multiplicity of Wives, and prove it 


and Ochinus expounding the Text of St. Pau 

It behovetha Biſhop to be a Man of one Wife : The 
Prohibition, ſays he, is not to be underſtood /, 
that a Biſhop ſhould have but one Wife at a time, 
for certainly he may have many; but S. Paul's 
meuning is, that he ought not io have too mai) 


Jſaac. And will you deny this to be the Doc: 


as interpreted by Men of fo eminent and found, 4 
a judgment? TI 
Iſmael. The Synod of Geneve, and the weccle ny of 
ſiaſtical Diſcipline of France, printed at Saumur : 
has decreed, That a Wife whoſe Huſband is LE 
long time abſent, may have him call'd by T 
publick Cryer, and if witnin competent tim. 4: 
he does not appear, without any further Enqui. x - 
ry, the Miniſters may licence her to marry an. kg 
other, or marry her himſelf. > Nt 
Iſaac. J fay, all honeſt Women may practi . 
this Doctrine without Scruple or Shame, whereWF.. 15 
it's Scripture as interpreted by that thrice hoe, 
Synod 3z but let Seamen beware how they ul. _ 


dertal K 


* To. 5. Wittem ſerm. de Matrim, & in 1. ad Corin 
+ Conſil. Theol. par. I. pag. 648. © 134. t In Epift. Fa 7 
ad Phil. & in 2. ad Tim. 3. $ Lib. 2. Dial. 21. 11 A 2 
de Repud. & Diwort. pag. 223. q Canon. Generales Ge 26 2 
1560. Chap. 13. art. 31; ; 
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"WER long Voyages, for fear their Wives if 
may take other Huſbands in their Abſence. 4 


9 
{ſmael. Luther * teaches it's lawful to a Wife, 
ik her Huſband does not pleaſe her, to call her 

an ſervant, or her Nighbour ; which Doctrine 5 
hey ſay is come to the Ears of our London Sil- 1 
ers; and he gives the like Liberty to the Huſ- N 
"ſands, if their Wives be pettiſh and humerſom. 
/ the Huſband, ſays he, cannot correct the Hu- 
1 nurſomneſs of his Wiſe, he may imagine ſhe is 
Mead, and may marry another, becauſe it's not in 
= Power of a Man to live without a Woman, nor 
n bers to live without a Man. 
uy aac. This is Scripture as interpreted by 
Luther, and conſequently mult not be denied 
o be the Doctrine of the Reformation; nor can 
ny of our Reformation be juſtlypuniſh'd or blam'd 
r practiſing it, if he judges by Scripture it to be 
ne, [as Luther did] for this is our Rule of Faith. | 
. Wit Lutber never gave this Liberty but upon 1 

ondition, that the Huſband or Wife ſhould 4 

rt make their Complaint before a Magiſtrate, t 
dr 1 have a Redreſs of their Injury and Diſcon- 
; but this Condition ſeems too cumberſom 1 
|| A Modeſty of our Siſters ; they do not ſub- 
oo t to it, but do themſelves Juſtice without any 

WY ddreſs to the Magiſtrate. I know alſo that 
ey i ot only Luther, Fo Bucer, t Melancthon, 
— * Ochinus, 


1 
h 


he 


175. 5. Wittemb. ſerm. de Matrim. + To. 5. Wittemb. 
*. de Matrim. t In Scriptis Anglic. de Reg. Chr. l. 2. 
26. & in Matth. c. 19. 


Miniſters 5 gs were much alarm'd at this 
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* Ocbinus. T Muſculus and Calvin, t do teach that And 
a Man who finds his Wife in Adultery, may caſtiom 
her off by Divorce, and marry another, and ouινunar. 
French Synods have ordered this Doctrine to be J 
put in their eceleſiaſtical Diſcipline, that it's theſþf th 
Doctrine of Scripture, interpreted by theſe Per Pyno 
tons of ſound Judgment, and conſequently ofFiplir 
the Reformation - You may therefore believeauſe 
and practiſe it; our Siſters, particularly ourſſrine 
he fi. 
hich 


Doctrine, and fay it's a damnable ene be 
lieve as you pleaſe. 

Iſmael. Does not Luther ſay it's impoſſibefor 
a d young Man of 20 Years can live without eedfi 
Woman; or a young Maid of 18 Years witiys C 
out a Man ; whereby all Parents may belierc 8 lik 
their Daughters of that Age are defil'd, if nod ot 
preferr'd in due time: Sure you will not ſay diptiſr 
is the Doctrine of the Reformation. ou lik 

Iſaac. And who doubts but that it's the reforff As t 
med Doctrine, Scripture as interpreted by iF Ref 
ſound a Judgment; the contrary Doctrine is alfed to 
ſo of the . On and you may believe iFPpery 
| becauſe our glorious Queen Elizabeth died a Vi man) 
gin; ond it's credibly reported ſome Fellows q; NN 
Oxford and Cambridge live continently. e Pap 

Iſmael. But what do you think of a Child cha/iy 
ſten'd in Popery by a Monk or a Fryar, oug 
he to be chriſten'd again in our Reformation 

An 


7 Conf . Theol. par. 1. pag. 648. |. 2 134. T Dial. 2 
Y 204. in Epiſt. S. Paul. ad Tim. 3. I I. 4. 1rft. c. 19. / 
37. Diſcip. Eccl. c. 13. Q Serm. de Matrim. 
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| ( or )+ 1 
and what if a Popiſh Prieſt, or Fryar, did be -r ᷑ 
tome of our reformed Church, can he lawfully 4 
urfſſnarry, whereas he made a Vow of Chaſtity? 
be {/aac. As to the firſt Query, it's the Doctrine 
ebf the Reformation, declared by many French 1 
er. Pynods, and recorded in their eccleſiaſtical Diſ- * 

offfipline, that he muſt be chriſten'd again, be- fl 
auſe the firſt Baptiſm was null: it's alſo the Doc- 
ine of the Reformation, declared by the Church 
I Eneland, and many Synods of France, that 
he firſt Baptiſm is ſufficient and valid: Believe 
hich you pleaſe. It's alſo the Doctrine of the 
ibi Reformation, that Infants Baptiſm is not at all 
ut Feedtul [nay nor lawful fay the Anabapliſts] ſo 
its Calvin, * Zumplms, Beza, and many others; 
ierÞ 5 likewiſe the Doctrine of our 29. Articles , 
nod our holy Synod of London 4, that Infants 
7 thi aptiſm is lawful and needful. Believe which 
du like beſt ; both are of the Reformation. _ 
cforf} As to the ſecond Query, it's the Doctrine of 
y ſſe Reformation that Prieſts and Fryars are Obli- 
is alged to the Vow of Chaſtity which they made in 
ve Mpery, and cannot Marry, this is the Doctrine 
\ Vii many of our Brethren, and particular of $ Hogk- 
wi "| Marloratus, Budellus, and J Couel, who fay 
e Papiſts Vows of Poverty, Obedience and 
] chſaſtiiy are commendable and ought to be kept. 
ougſhu may allo believe this is wicked Doctrine, 


tion $0 that they may take Wives notwithſtanding 

Al 4 her 
ial. Lib. 4. Inſt. c. 15. ſed. 20. U AJ. +44; 27 4 Con 
19. / $ Lib. 2. Eccleſ. Polit. pag. 193. In Tim. c. 50. 
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their Vow of Chaſtity, as well as Benefices not: 
withſtanding their Vow of Poverty: belienr 
which you pleaſe, both Doctrines are of the Re 
formation; but the beſt is to ſay they can marry 
for if Marriage and Benefices were denied them 
no Prieſt or Fryar would ever embrace ou 
reformed Doctrine: We know our great Zvi 
glius himſelf would not at all preach the Goſpe 
unto the Switzers, until that he preſented 
Petition for himſelf and his Companions, [: 
Prieſts and Fryars] extant yet in his 1 Tom. pas 
' 110. and obtained the Contents of it, which w: 
to have Wives. Nor can we doubt this to 
the beſt Doctrine, whereas Luther, Beza, an 
almoſt all our other Reformers, were Pric 
and Fryars, and the firſt Step they gave in if may 
Reformation was to marry : The Papiſts and (onition 
weak Brethren were much ſcandalized at Lathſtrary 
marriage, and Eraſinus his Raillery upon it ter. 
much folemnized, Luther, yeſterday a Monk, true 
day a Huſband, a e day a Father, beculſſon, 
that honeſt Kate Boren, his virtuous Bride, . 
happily delivered of a lovely Boy eight Days“ 
ter he married her : but the Servant of God 
not regret the Action, which proves that he qud 
el by 1 5 it was awful. 


Fifth " ul _ 
SMAEL. You know I have been born ys ; 
bred in our holy Reformation, and a Chulfeo,/; 

of England Man; you tell me I may bel Jae! 
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ot this or that, and whatever I pleaſe, I would # 
e gladly ſettle once for ever, and reſolve what I 1 
may, and ought to believe, and not to be every 
Day carried away with every Wind of Doctrine : 
em let me, to that Purpoſe propoſe unto you, and 
ou hear your Reſolution of ſome Doubts. What 
do you think, have not we a Church on Earth 
eſtabliſn'd by Chriſt, wherein we are to live and 
ſerve him, and believe her Doctrine. 

Iſaac. I will give you no other Inſtruction nor 
Anſwer but the pure Doctrine of the Reformati- 
| wi on, which when you have heard, you may de- 
to termine as you like beſt, what Religion to em- 
auf brace; but know this, that after you have deter- 
rfmin'd with yourſelf to believe this or that you 
n may with a very ſafe Conſcience alter that Reſolu- 
ſong tion next Day after, and believe the quite con- 
lei trary to what you reſolve to believe, if upon bet- 
it ug ter Conſideration you think the contrary to be 
Ne, Itrue; this is the Liberty of the holy Reformati- 
ecalon, as I proved in my firſt Dialogue. 
As to your preſent doubt I anſwer, it's the 
Doctrine of the Reformation, that it was Jeſus 
Chritt the Son of God who eſtabliſn'd the Church, 
ou may believe it therefore: It's alſo the Doc- 
trine of the Reformation, that it was not Jeſus | 
Chriſt the Son of God who eſtabliſh'd the Church: 
That this is the Doctrine of our Reformation it's 
apparent, for it's Scripture as interpreted by Ochi- 
orn J's a Man of found Judgment, whom all Italy 
 Chlfcould not match, ſays Calvin; In whoſe preſence 

belEngland was happy, and unhappy in his abſence, 
Wo D ſays 
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ſays B. Bale: Ochinus ſpakes thus, * Confidering ¶ anc 
how the Church was eftabliſh'd by Chriſt and waſb- I bel 
ed with his Blood; and conſidering again h1w it No 
was utterly overthrown by Papacy; I concluded that] Fai. 
he who eftabliſh'd it, could not be Chriſt the Son of we 
God, becauſe he wanted Providence; and upon Do 
this Reflection he renounced Chriſt and became Doc 
a Jew. And no Man can ſay but that he acted Seri 
and behaved himſelf like a true Child of the Refor- Lu. 
mation in ſo doing, for he followed Scripture as 4d 
he underſtood it; and as he was a true Reformed Bop, 
Child in forſaking Popery, becauſe he underſtood will 
by Scripture, that the Reformation was better, ſo Ihe, 
ſince he underſtood by reading Scripture more, mn, 
that Judaiſm was better than the Reformation; | _ 2 
he acted like a good Reformed, in chuſing that of Je 
which he underſtood by Scripture to be the beſt ; hu 
this is the Reformation's Rule of Faith; do you, 
if you pleaſe, as he did, and you'll be as good 
a reformerd as he. 
And if you chuſe to believe that there is a 
Church eſtabliſh'd on Earth by Chriſt, you muſt 
beware never to believe or perſuade yourſelf that 
we are bound to believe her Doctrine. or live 
in her, if you do not judge by Scripture that ſheÞ/®y | 
teaches the Doctrine of Chriſt : This is the moſt laſtly 
eſſential Point of Popery, an obligation of ſub-P hol 
mitting our Judgments to the Church, and be- N Ch 
lieving her Doctrine without any moreexamining, be C 
and in this the Church of England is much likef9w 7 
the Popiſh Church, which by Acts of Parliaments 


— — 
and] 7 
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I Prefat. Diabe. larm, 
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and other Severities would oblige all Men to } 
„- Þ believe her Doctrine, Rites and Ceremonies : 1 
t No, God has given us Scripture for our Rule of 

at Faith, as we forſook the Popiſh Church, becauſe 

of (ve diſcovered by Scripture her many Errors in | 
on Doctrine; ſo we are not bound to believe the 
ne Doctrine of any other Church, but/as we find by 0 
ed (Scripture her Doctrine is true. Do, and ſpeak as 

or- Laber to 1. Edit. Jen. in Reſolut. I will be free, 

as and will not ſubmit to the Authority of Councils, | 

ed Popes, Church or Univerſity; to the contrary I * || 
od Iwill confidently teach whatever I judge to be true 
ſo f whether it be Catholick Doctrine or Heretical; con- 
re, demned or approved. DO EONS = 
on; Zinael. Mult not I believe that the Doctrine 
hat Jof Jeſus Chriſt, delivered to his Apoſtles and tage 
t; church is true Doctrine? 8 1 

ou, | Laac. the Reformation teaches, it is, and 9 
ood Hou may ſafely believe it: You may as ſafely 
believe it is not, in the Principles of the Refor- 
mation: becauſe it teaches that Chriſt err'd in 
Doctrine and Manners : Vere Ppariſci erant vi- 
i valde boni, ſays Luther; * and; Chriftus mi- 
liveſÞ'me debuit eos taxare: and Calvin ſays, t it's a | 
% to think be was not ignorant in many things; ⁶ 
noſt laſtly, David Georgius T [a Man of God and of I! 
ſab-Þ holy Lite, ſays Ofander | Writes, If the Doctrine 
be- Chrift and his Apoſtles had been true and perfect, 
ing, Ve Church which they planted, bad continued, but 
ke. 7t 15 manifeſt that Antichriſt bas ſubverted it, 


—_ 
— 


CD 


ents} | r as | 
| — — — | 
and * Serm. de 50. Artic. in ſumma ſummarum. + In 


Warm, ſuper Luc. c. 2, T Epitom, Cent 16. par, nu 1 


N 
- 
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N f 

as it s manifeſt in Papacy ; therefore it as Falſi 0 
and imper fect. See theſe Words quoted in the 
Hiſtory of David George, printed by the Divines|, 
of Baſile, at Antwerp, Anno 1561. both Doc 4 
trines are Scripture as interpreted by Men off 
_ ſound Judgment; a Child of the Reformation] Y, 
may believe which he will. ns 
4 ſmael. Is it not the Doctrine of the Refor- Te: 
mation that the Apoſtles were infallible in their 
Doctrine? much more muſt we believe that Je: Jof 
ſus Chriſt was ſo? 5 * this 
Laac. Yes it is; you may believe it: and it A ane 
alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation that they wu 
were not infallible, neither in their written offi, 
unwritten Doctrine, ſo many of our moſt ref 
 nowned Doctors ſpeak, and whatever any Men 
of ſound Judgment judge to be true by Scripf 
ture, is the Doctrine of the Reformation: Zuſdo 
inglius, one of the greateſt Oracles of ou 
Church ſays, 1t's a great Ignorance to believe an 
infallible Authority in the Goſpels or Epiſtles of th 
Apoſtles ; Beza, not inferior to Zuinglius, blot 
ted out of S. John the Hiſtory of the Woman Adul 
tereſs, judging it a Fable; Clebitius Þ affirms 
that Luke's relation of Chriſt's paſſion is not trut 
becauſe it does not agree with that of Mathew an 
Mark, and more credit is to be given to two, tha 
20 oxe. J Calvin ſays, Peter conſented to, and ai 
| ded to the ſchiſm of the Church to the overthrow 6 
1 Chriſti 


* 
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7. 
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nd 


_ 


erg. 5. In cap. 2. ad Gal. 955. 


„ E 

alſ: Chriſtian Liberty, and Chriſt's Grace. Whitaker 
Hays, It's evident that after the Deſcent of the Ho- 
neMly Goſpel, the whole Church, even the Apoſtles, 
oc erred ; and Peter erred in Doctrine and Manners. 

Luther ſays Peter lived and taught extra Verbum 

Dei; and Brentius t his Diſciples ſays, that 
| 


Peter and Barnabas together with the Church of 
[Jeruſalem erred after receiving the Holy Ghoſt. If 
our Rule of Faith be Scripture as each Perſon 
t Jeſ of ſound Judgment underſtands it, undoubtedly 
„this muſt be the Do&rine of the Reformation, 
I it Yand may be believed by any Reformed, ſince 
theÞir's Scripture interpreted by ſuch renowned 
n O Men. 1 | es | 
tre [fngel. This is moſt wicked Doctrine, I'll 
Melfnever believe it. 5 
cI'PF Ihaac. If you think by Scripture it's wicked, 
Zuſdo not follow your Rule of Faith, Scripture as 
Oolyou underſtand it; but if any other underſtands _ 
Je fy Scripture (as thoſe Authors did) that the Doc- 
of !Qrine is good, give him leave to believe ; he'll 
blotÞhit follow his Rule of Faith, Scripture as he un- 
Adulferſtands it. 5 
firma 72a, I would gladly know which are true 
4 HWKanonical Books of Scripture. 
W [ſaac. The Reformation teaches, and you 
0, tha ay believe with the Church of England, that 
nd ag, Paul's Epiſtle to the Hebrews, thoſe of James 


row nd Jude, the 2. of S. Peter; the 2. and 3, of 
hifi 29 3 8 


ͤ— A. 6 Et 


; De Eccleſ. cont. Bellarm. Cont. 2. 9. 4. + To. 
. Wittem, an. 1554. in Epiſt. ad Gal. c. 1. t In Apol. 
of. c. de Concil. 
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cal Scripture ; 


which ſpeaks ſecretly ro our Hearts; for which 


(68) 
S. John, are true Canonical Scripture ; the 8 
Reformation alſo teaches they are not canoni- I I 
cal, becauſe Lutherans deny them; believe which U 
you like beſt. But if you'll live in Peace, and 


out of all Strife with Proteſtants, Lutherans, and W, 


others, who diſpute, if this or that be canoni- Þ Ic 
your readieſt and ſpeedieſt way | e 
will be, to ay there's no true canonical Scripture; | ©! 
Scripture is no more to be regarded than other 7 
pious Books: If you ſay this is not the Doctrine] be 
of the eee read Hoſſias de expreſſe Ver- ©! 
bo Dei, & lib. de Her. where he relates this} ! 
to be the Doctrine of the Swinfeldians, as good to 
Reformers as the beſt of us: they ſay, that! R 
we are not to regard any Inſtruction from Man 
or Book, but God's immediate Infpiration 


they alledge thoſe comfortable Words of theſf 
Prophet, I will hear what my Lord my God ſpeak tO, 


in me: for ſay they, the Book which we call 
Scripture, is a Creature, and we muſt not ſcp (. 
for Light and Inſtruction from any Creature all 
but from God the Father of Lights. This Pr. 
Scripture as interpreted by Men of ſound Judg do. 
ment; any Child of the Reformation may be; Po 
lieve it. ade 
Iſmael. T thought to ſettle my mind in choc e 
of ſome Religion, and you go the way to bei pe 
me from all, for if you reverſe the Authority q; M. 
Scripture, what warrant ſhall we have for anf 8 
Religion? God forbid the Reformation ſhoul: a. 
er 


deny the true Cannon, or the infallible Truth d 
Scripture 


— — — he 


e Scripture; and let all the world ſay the contrary, 


n- I will conſtantly aver and believe it's God's infal- 
ch lible Word. 
dk aac. How can you ſay I beat you from all 


14 | Religion, when I directly perſuade you to fol- 
1i- | low the Rule of our Reformation, Scripture as 
ay each perſon of ſpund Judgment underſtands it; let 
5e; | this be your Religion, if you be a true Reſor- 
zer med; whatever you judge in your Conſcience to 
ne be true, let the Church of England, or France, 
Vor any other, ſay and believe what they will, 
lis you are to beizeve what you judge by Scripture 
od to be true; and this is the Religion of the 
hath Reformation. 
Aan {/nacd. I wonld gladly know, if it be lawful 
ron to chop or change Text? 1 
nch Laas. It's the Doctrine of the Reformation 1 
hel that you carna, becauſe God has forbid to add 
eto, or taxe away iron; his Word: and therefore 
call Ve condemn. de Papiſts for their Tradition, ob- 
ech truded upon the 1 fock as the Word of God: It's 
ure! alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation, and the 
is hl Practice ot our beſt Reformers, when the Text 
ads does not ſpeak clear envugh, that for to refute 
be Popery and eſtabliſh our own DyEwine, we Hay 
add or diminiſh a Word or two ; which i: not 
to change the Word of Cod, but to meke it 
ſpeak more expreſsl ): as when Luther had a 
| Mind to preach 7uftrjicaiion by Fanh alone, find- 
ing the Text ſaid but, Man is Fuftified by Furth, 
Sa added the Word ks: and made the Text 
very clear againſt Popery, which. formerly was 


4 ſomewhat 


( 70 ) 
ment, found the Text, This is my Body, 


put in This fignifieth. The Church of Englani 


fetves unto every buman Cr ealure 


for the Lord 
EC; 


the King, 


and 79 lay, 10 the King as Japreme, 


lead about a Wife being our Sifter : 
evident according to the Doctrine and Practie 
of our Reformation, that when you have a min- 


you may change the Text, and make it ſpeak 
to your ſenſe and meaning, provided you judg| 
your ſenſe to be true. 
I fmael. 
Faith, Does Faith alone juſtify us? 
Iſaac. It's the Doctrine of the Reformation 
that without Charity it cannot, becauſe S. Pa! 


' ſomewhat obſcure : Zuinglius being to teach} 
the Figurative Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacra 
to ba 
too pat againſt his Doctrine and inſtead of 1 


being to preach the King's Spiritual Supremacy | 
could not convince the obſtinate Papiſt by th 
Original Text, which ſaid, 1 Pet. 2. ſubmit you ; 


ſake, whether it be the King as excelling, or t 
But in King Fdwards time they altered 
one word, and made the Text thus, ſubinit % 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, whether it be H 
as being the chief head, and the fol 
lowing impreſſions of the Bible in the Year 1357 
And ſo the 
true Doctrine is clearly convinc'd out of ScripF 
ture, as alſo the lawfulneſs of Prieſts Marriage 
for the Text before the Reformation ſaid x Cor 
9. have we not power to lead about a woman ſiſter 
and now our Bibies ſay, have we not power i 
hence it 


to eſtabliſha Doctrine which you judge to be true 


What do you ERS of Juſt fy 


ſay} 


each 
ra- 
o ba 
Es it is impious and wicked to ſay, Scripture as 
1a" 


acyl 
the 


F OUT 


lage 


EBpifh, ad Galnc. 1. C 


CFE) 
ſays, 1 Cor. 13. If have Faith ſo as to move 
Mountains, and have no Charity, I am nothing. 
It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation, that 


interpreted by Luther a Man of ſound Judg- 


ment: I ho, ſay, quoth Luther, that Faith 


alone though perfect it be, cannot juſtify without 
"| Charity, ſay impioufly and wickedly, becauſe Faith 
ord} alone, without any good Works doth juſtify. 
19 
crc} the Reformation. 
 yourp 
be 
fo! ; 
557 
0 the 
rip | anſwer for himſelf, Be it, ſays he, 
| Church, Auguſtin or oer Doctors, alſo. Peter 
55 and Paul, nay, and an Angel from Heaven ſhould 
ter 
ver | 
e itY 
aCtice 
min 
 trueÞ 
ſpeal 
judg 


Py 


ration 
. Pail 
ſays 


Be- 

eve which Doctrine you pleaſe, both are of 
Iſmael. Luther was inſolent in checking the 

Doctrine of St. Paul. . 
Iſaac. Probably he did not reflect that it was 


the Doctrine of the Apoſtle, and if you will ! 
have it to be a Check of S. Paul, Luther + will 


that the 


| teach otherwiſe than as teach, yet my Doctrine 


| is ſuch, that it ſetteth forth God's Glory; 1 know 


JI teach no Human, but Divine Doctrine. 

It's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that Faith 
alone, without any good Works, and notwith- 
ſtanding all Sins you are Guilty of, doth juſtify 
you : This is Scripture, as interpreted by Luther, 


| who ſays nothing can damn you but Incredu- 
lity, as nothing but Faith can fave you; of 


Whitaker, Wotton, Fulk, and Beza, whoſe 


words I related in our precedent Dialogue which 


95 1 


;* In cap. 2, ad Gal. erm. Aug. pag. 204. In 


6. Ty Toin: 5. Miltemb. an 35 4. fol. 29. g F 
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(72) 
mber, and I need not repeat. 
It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
that good Works are meritorious of Grace and! 
Glory; * Hogker and Harmonia confeſſ. f ſay it's 
the DoRarine of Scripture; and what any Perſon 
of ſound Judgment judges to be the Doctrine 
of Scripture, he may believe it, for this is our 
Rule of Faith. It's likewiſe the Doctrine ge- 
nerally of all our Church, that good Works are 
not at all meritorious : Tindall, [called by Fx f, 
a Man of God, and a conſtant Martyr, ] judges 
this to be ſo true, that in his Treatiſe de Manmn-Þ 
na iniquitatis, he ſays, Chrift himſelf did not ly 
all bis good Works merit the Glory : | 
the Scripture ſays expreſsly he did Calvin & at- 
firms, that it's a fooliſh curigſity to examine, and 


à ralb propofition to ſay Chrift did mer t. 


It's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that 
tho' good Works be not meritorious, nor have] 
not the leaſt Influence in our 
Salvation, yet they are abſolutely needful for 
inaſmuch as that true Faith cannot be] 
without good Works, becauſe they are the Marks 
and Signs of a living Faith, by which alone 
we are Saved ; this is the 
Church of England, expreſſed in the 11 and 12 
Articles of the 30, and of Melancthon in locis Com: 
mun. de Bonis operibus, and you may believe it: 
you may elſo believe, and it's the Doctrine di 
the Reformation, that good Works ar 


both, 
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Judgment of the 
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And tho' 


Fuſtification or | 


e ſo far 
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from being necdful, that they are prejudicious 
and hurtful to our Salvation, and the beſt way 
to be ſaved, is to do no 
this is Scripture as interpreted by Vlliricus, Flac- 
cus, Amſdorſius, quoted in Act. Colloq. Aldebourg. 


good Work at all; 


pag. 205. and 229. and ther * was ſo deeply 
perſuaded of this truth, though that Chriſt ſaid, 
If thou wilt enter into the Kingaom of Heaven, 
keep the Commandments: Luther ſays, it's an 
obſtacle to our Salvation to keep them: ere 
it 15 faid, quoth he, that Faith in Chriſt ach 


mdeed juſtify us, but that it ts. neceſſary alſo to keep 


the Commandments, there Chriſt is denied, and 
Faith aboliſb'd, becauſe that which is proper 10 
Faith alone is atiributed to the Commandments. 
And again, + ſays he, if Faith be accompanied 
with good Words, 11's no b, Faith; that it may 


Juſtify it muſt be alone without any good Works. 


This is Scripture as interpreted by ſuch eminent 


and ſound Men; and coniequently the Doctrine 
of the Reformation; and who doubts but that 
any Doctrine of the Reformation may be be- 
lieved. Hence forward, when you hear the 
Preacher exhort you to good Works, you may 
believe him if you pleaſe, and have a Mind to 


ſpend your Monies, becanſe he preaches the 


Doctrine of the Reformation; or you 


Reformation. 


* [n comment. in cap. 2, ad Gal, 


fit. 3. 


| may { 
laugh at him, and believe not a word he ſays, if 

. : . 2 31% 
becauſe he preaches againit the Doctrine of the 
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li 1 (74) | 
| j 1 Iſmael. Theſe are dangerous and ſcandalous Þ Te 
Tenets, deſtiicchive of Piety and Chriſtianity, and I dan 
| let Luther and thoſe Authors you quoted, ſay | to 
What they pleaſe, the Reformation, nor no honeſt I be 
Mlan will ever believe ſuch abominable Doctrine. Þ / 
b i [/aac. I do not ſay that the Children of the thai 
Refo mation are obliged to believe them: They Gr 
may believe as you do, that all are wicked Te- 1 
Nets : But if Luther and the others cited, judge I En; 
in their Conſciences theſe Tenets to be the Þ on 
1 Doctrine of Scripture, and if Peter, John, or deli 
1 James like their Interpretations, I ſay they may ¶ Lu. 
| according to the Principles of our Reformation that 
believe them, and be as truly Reformed Chil- Þ wh: 
dren as you; for our Rule of Faith is Scripture, I Vo, 
as each Perſon of found Judgment underſtands I Gog 
it; and in believing thole Tenets, becauſe they Nen 
judge them to be the Doctrine of Scripture, N er 
they ſtick faſt to, and follow our Rule of Faith: Ne. 
Why 1s Figurative Preſence and the King's Supre: N ble 
macy, the Doctrine of the Reformation, tho Þ Doc 
denied by Papiſtt, Lutherans, and Preſbyterians; Not h 
but becauſe Proteftants judge it's the Doctrine ¶ the 
of Scripture : If therefore thoſe great Authors Fre 
I quoted, and any other with them judge bot! 
thoſe Tenets to be the Doctrine of Scripture, 1] 
they can be juſtly called the Doctrine of ti that 
Reformation: Muſt Proteſtants be forced a the; 
gainſt their Judgments to deny real Preſence, mer 
and Supremacy, becauſe Lutherans ſay it's wick He 

ed Doctrine. And why muſt Luther, Illiricuss 

Flaccius, and others be forced to deny tho — 
"Tenets,W i». I 
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is Tenets, tho' Proteſtants and Papifts judge them 
d damnable? Let each one believe what he thinks 


e. 
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to be the Doctrine of Scripture, and he will 
be ftill a true reform'd Child. 


Tfmael, Does not our Reformation teach 


that it's poſſible to all Men, afliſted with God's 
Grace, to keep the Commandments ? 


Tac This is the Docirne of the Church: of 


England, and conſequently of the Reformati- 
on: It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation 


delivered out of Scripture, as Interpreted by 
Luther, Calvin, 


Willet, and ſeveral others, 


| that it's impoſſible to any Man aſſiſted with 


what Grace ſoever to keep the Commandments. 


| None has ever yet, ſays our great Calum * and 


God has decreed none ſhall ever keep the Command- 
nents; Again, Je Law and Commandments 
were given us, 10 19 other end, but that we ſhould 


be damned by them ; inaſmuch, that it is impoſ- 
ſible for us to do what they command. The ſame 


Doctrine is taught by Luther, in ſeveral places 


of his Works, by Willett, and by our Brethren 


the Gomariſts of Holland, and many of our 
French Synods. Believe which you pleaſe, 
both Doctrines are of the Reformation. 

It's alſo the Doctrine of Luther and Calvin, 


that God does not caſt Men into Hell becauſe. 


their Sins deſerve it, nor ſave Men becauſe the 


merit it, but meerly becauſe he will have it ſo : 


He crowns thoſe who have not deſerved it, ſays 
Luther, 
. + Harm. Evang. 
t In Synop. Papiſmi. pag. 564. 


7 Tb, 2. Inflit. c. 7. ſed. 5. 
in. Luc. c. 10. ver ſ. 26, 
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C760) | 
Luther, * and he puniſhes thoſe who have not d 
ſerved it; is God's Wrath and Severity to dani 
the one, 'tis God's Grace and Mercy to ſave tW 
other. Calvin alſo, Men are damn'd for 8 
other Cauſe, but becauſe God will have it ſo ; ſp 
1s the Cauſe and Author of their Damnation 
their Damnation is decreed by God when they at 
in their Mothers Womb, becauſe he will have it {i 
this is alſo the belief of our Gomariſts in Hollant 
of many French Churches, and of ſeveral leaf 
ned Calviniſts; though the Church of Englai 
denies this Doctrine, none will dare ſay it 
not the Doctrine of the Reformation, becaul 
it is Scripture as interpreted by ſuch eminen 
Mien of our Church. 5 
I ſinael. I will never believe ſuch execrab| 
Doctrines, nor will I ever be of any Congt 
gation which believes them. 

[jaac. I do not adviſe you to believe them 
but to give others leave to believe them, 
they think them to be the Doctrine of Scripture 
as Luther, Caluiu, Willet, Gomariſts, all 
others do: You mult not, if you be a tri 
Reformed Child hinder any Man from belie- 
ing, nor be diſpleaſed with him for believin 
what he judges in his Conſcience to be th 
Doctrine of Scripture, for this is our Rule « 
Faith. Will you not be of the Congregatio 
and Religion of thoſe, who follow Scriput 


he l ſervo. Arbit. cont. | Eraſm. + Lib. 


Inſtit. c. 21. ſet. 5. F 7. Fc. 22. ſed. 11. & cap. || 
ſect. I, 4 | | 
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as their Rule of Faith, and believe what they 
udge in their Conſcience to be the Doctrine or 0 
ure ? 1 
| Iſmael, Ves will, md am of ſuch a Congre- | 
ation, for this is our Rule of Faith of the | 
| | eformation. i 
Jſaac. Why then muſt you be of the fame | 
Congregation with the Gomariſts, Luther, Cal- | 
Win, and the others, who believe thoſe which 
leuſfyou call execrable Doctrines, becauſe they fol- 
lanlow Scripture as they underſtand ; and believe 
it thoſe Doctrines, becauſe they judge them to be | | 
-au'Wof Seripture : You both follow the fame Rule, 1 
ne!Fone goes one way, and the other another, and 1 
both are of the Reformation. The Church of 
rab! England underſtands by Scripture, that God 
i gleſzis not the Author nor Cauſe of Sin, that he ; 
does not force us to Sin ; who doubts but this | 
jens therefore the Doctrine of the Reformation; 4 
m, Put Calvin, Breutius, Beza, and ſeveral others 1 
ul underſtand by Scripture, That God is the Cauſe i 
nd Author which forces our Will to Sin; That | 
| 


tri Man, and the Devil, are but God's Inſtruments | 
elieſto commit it: That Murderers, Inceſts, Blaſ= 
eV1|Wphemies, &c. are the Works of God, that 
> ihe makes us commit them: and who doubts 


ule « but this alſo is the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
zatioWbeing Scripture as interpreted by ſuch eminent 
puand ſound Judgment? God ſays Calvin, * direfts, || 
| | mo Des 5 | q 
* Li. 2. Inſt. E: 4. ſed. 3.07.1... 38-4 7 | 
_ 7 J. 3. c. 23. ſet. 4. In. 1. de. deprovid, c. 6. | 


Yup pag. 563. In manifeſt, ſtratig. Papiſt. 


” ai. woe 


d 5 


8 C78 ) | 
moves, inclines and forces the Will of Man to Ser 
mnſomuch that the power and efficacy of Morhilive 
is wholly in him; Man, nay, and Satan «in 


he impells us, being only God's Inſtruments vert 


he uſes for to make us fin. Zuinglius, Mill 


gati 
Beza, teach the ſame. | 


: Sixth Dialogue. Ra 
SMAEZEL, I am weary of hearing ſuch ha: 
1 rid Blaſphemies, my Heart trembles to he 
you fay, that ſuch abominable Tenets may I 
believed according to our Rule of Faith and Pr 
ples of the Reformation: I beſeech you let 
hear no more of ſuch Stuff: I conceive vo; 
well that Mens Judgments and Conſciences 4 
not to be conſtrain'd to believe or deny, t) 
or that Tenet, becauſe the Pope, or his inf 
lible, forſooth, Church, will have it fo, 
Iſaac. And muſt they be conſtrain'd to q; 
ny or believe, becauſe the fallible Church 
England or France will have it ſo? 
Tſmael. No, I do not ſay they muſt ; ha f 
Patience, and hear me ſpeak a while: I H 
that Scripture muſt be our Rule of Faith, Mn! 
not any Pope, or Church, or Congregatio! © che 
and that we are not to be forced by any to bel n 
but what we underſtand to be true by Seriptuff ber 
and that if we judge by Scripture, any Doctriſſ e 
to be falſe, and contrary to God's Word, Winch 
muſt not be forced to believe it: But we murcl 
not abuſe this Liberty: That we Rule haves ann 


| „„ 
Perty for to believe or deny Supremacy, figura- 
Ive Preſence, Communion, in one or both 
Kinds, and ſuch other inferior Truths contro- 
lu erted among Chriſtians; and that each Congre- 
il gation may in ſuch Articles, believe as it under- 

ſtands by Scripture to be true, may paſs, and 

t's practiſed in our reformed Churches; but that 

ve ſhould run fo far, as to have Liberty by our 

Rule of Faith to believe or deny the fundamen- 
WT al and chief Articles of Chriſtianity, as the Tri- 
ty, Incarnation, Divinity of Chriſt, &c. that 
iberty ought not be given: 
on very wiſely and piouſly permits the Luthe- 
ans to believe one thing, the Preſcyteriaus ano» 
her, the Proteſtants another, and ſo of the reſt: 
und all are true Reformed Children, becauſe 
ach of them believes as they judge by Scripture 
Yo be true: But the Reformation has never 
ven, nor never will give Liberty to interpret 
cripture againſt the fundamental Article of 
hriſtianity: We muſt be moderate and keep 


to ( 
1rch! 


ny ſhould judge and interpret Scripture in fa- 


„ ha . 
I {Four of any ſcandalous and abominable Tenets 


1 | 
B, 4 ; 
atio checked and not commended. This Moder- 
deli ton the Church of England uſes, and will 
iptufever permit to the contrary. 
Docu Vac. I perceive a great deal of Popiſh Blood 
rd, F run in your Veins, and that if you and your 
e murch of England, were in Power at the be- 
avelnning of our Reformation, we ſhould never 


pe have 


Our Reforma- 


ur rambling Fancies within Compaſs, and if 


gainſt Chriſtianity and good Manners, he muſt | 
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( 80) 
have had a Luther, Calvin, Beza, or ſuch oth: 
noble and renowned Reformers. By what 
gather from your Diſcourſe, I do not ſee ti 
Breadth of an Inch's Difference betwixt f 

Church of Rome, and you and your Chun 
of England, for the Church of Rome will ut 
ſtick to grant, that God's Word alone | 
her Rule of Faith, but fo that none mult he 
lieve any Senſe of it, but as ſhe believes it, ni 
Interpret any Text, but receive her Interpret 
tion of it. The Church of England has Sei 
ture for her Rule of Faith, and gives us | 
berty for to interpret, underſtand, and belie 
ſome Text of it, as each one thinks beſt; mn 
ſo permits Preſbyterians to deny Epiſcops 
Lutherans to deny figurative I rclence, &c. d 

confeſſes they are all her B:ethren of the R 

formation, but ſhe will give no Liberty 

all tor to interpret oer Texts, but al! mi 

_ underſtand them as ſhe does, or all muſt 

Hereticks and damn'd Men? No, that Te 

My Father and JI are one, muſt be interpret 

to ſignify the Unity in Nature of the Fat. 

and Son, as the Church of England believy ter] 
none mult interpret it otherwiſe : So that Ws 

Difference betwixt the Popiſh Church and nur 

of England, is, the firſt gives no Liberty rt, 

all, the ſecond gives us ſome Liberty, Thi 

flirſt robs us of all; the ſecond but the f x 
half. The Rule of Faith in Popery is Scriptiſhat 

as interpreted by the Pope and Councils; Thug 

Rule of Faith in England as to ſome Ari!Refo; 
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3 to other Articles, Scripture as each Perſon 
f found Judgment underſtands it: Aud thus 
roteflants, are but half Papiſts, and hart re 


ake a good Compound. 5 
Let any unbyaſs'd and impartial Man judge 
the Church of England proceeds juſtly in 
js: For if our Rule of Faith be Scripture, 
8 each Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands 
, as ſhe mentions in her 39 Articles; and as 
e whole Reformation believes, if we are not 
d be conſtrained, to believe any Church, Coun- 
, or Man's Senſe of Scripture, if we do 


hat Authority, Rule or Reaſon, 


uit bers, as I judge by Scripture they ought to 
T0 e underſtood ? I pray obierve well this Diſ- 
rPre 


urſe; here are Luther, Calvin, Beza, Zum- 
us, and our other firit Reformers ; they 


dome, and others againſt the Doctrine of the 
hurch of England. They are praiſed for the 
rt, and eſteemed Apoſtolical Reformers, be- 


Rome ſaid, they freely taught and believed 
hat they judged by Scripture to be true; why 
Fuſt not they be praiſed and eſteemed true 
Pctormers allo, for not regarding what the 
Church 


—ͤ—ũꝓĩů d — 


interpreted by the Church ot Fng/and ; and 


rmed, and both theſe Ingredients will never 


ot judge by the Word of God it's true, by 
can the 
hurch of England give me Liberty to under- 
and and believe /ome Texts as I pleaſe, and 
Jeny me Liberty for to underſtand and believe 


Wterpret ſome Texts againit the Doctrine of 
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ule without any regard of what the Church - 
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* 82 ) 
Church of Erkan or any others ſay, but tex 
the Impoittbility of God's Commandments, t 
Sufficiency of Faith alone, and all thoſe oth 
Tenets which you ſo much miſlike, ſince th 
Judge by Scripture, that to be the true Dt 
trine? Are they bound to ſubmit their Jud 
ments to the Church of England, more thi 
to that of Rome? 
I ſmarl. But in thoſe Tenets they do n 
only contradict the Church of England, but: 
Chriſtian Churches and Congregations ; | 
all will ſay thoſe are wicked "and ſcandal: 
Doctrines. 
Iſaac. And if they judge by Scripture t 
thoſe Tenets are not ſuch, but ſound and gol 
Doctrine, may not they believe them, tho: { 
the World and ten Worlds did gainſay then 
Is not Scripture our Rule of Faith, and 
we to regard what any Church or all Church 
ſay, further than we find by Scripture that tl 
ſay well? But being theſe Tenets, which . 
call horrid Blaſphemies diſpleaſe you, I'll chan 
my Diſcourſe ; and becauſe I ſee you are! 
piſhly inclin'd, I will ſhew you how by the Pf 
ciples of our Reformation, you can be as go 
a Papiſt as the Pope; one Principle except: 
wherein you muſt difſent from the Church 
Rome, if you intend to remain a true reforn 
Child. 
Iſmael. You promiſe too much, and mt 
than I deſire to know, I don't defire to have 
Communication with the Pope; I know by | 


Writig 


— . 


(33). 
ſritings of our Authors what kind of Beaſt he is, 
Jſaac, By your Favour, you may believe 
e Popes are worthey, honeſt, and godly 
Jen: many Doctors of our Reformation, 


Wis Teſtimony of them. You may alſo believe, 
Nat Popes and Cardinals are Knaves and Atheiſts, 
10 look on Scripture as a Romance, and deny 
e Incarnation of Chriſt, for Calvin ſays & ſo, 
wt d would never have ſaid it, if it had not been 
: (We: But beware not to ſpeak ſo in Rome, 
dal they'll lodge you where honeſt Taylor the 
uaker was; nor in Spain, or they'll ſtop 
e ur Mouth with an Inquiſition Faggot. 

| golf Vnael. I care not what the Pope or Car- 
ho Pals are; but I would gladly know what 
thenEligion and Congregation you are of; for 
nd aFereas you are my immediate Inſtructor, 
wrd behoves me to know what Religion you 
at th ve. | 18 

ch M Haac. As to my Religion, I deubt not 
chart that my Readers will be divided in their 
are Mdgments of me; if a Papiſt reads me, he'll 
1e Pifear J am an Atheiſt; but I hope he will not 
as goFEtend to be infallible as his Pope: If a Pro- 
:cepidſÞuant, he'll ſay I am a Papiſt, and that m 


archÞift is to caſt Dirt upon his Church; the 


-forniſneſt Quaker will fay, I am a profane Man; 
ers perhaps will ſay, I am of no Religion, 
d wi a Deſpiſer of all; and our Congregations 


xd our Travellers to the Court of Rome give 


ave d Are 


V ritl 


* Infl, c. 7. Sed. 27. 
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684) : 
are ſo uncharitable that likely none will acce 
of me, becauſe I ſay all Religions are veſo; 
good: A fad thing that a Man muit be lea 
ted for ſpeaking well of his Neighbours, an a 
that each one muſt have all the World to Nuſe 
nought but himſelf ; This then is my Religio 
to ſuffer Perſecution for Juſtice and Truth 
to render good for evil, to bleſs thoſe v 
curſe me, and ſpeak well of all Congregatio 
whilſt they ſpeak all evil againſt me: Ref 
well upon what I diſcourſed hitherto, a 
you will find, I am as great a Lover of 
Reformation as they who think me it's Enem 
and read my following Diſcourſe, and you wv 
find I love Popery as well as the Reformation 
The Spirit of God makes no exception of Peron 


ſh 


1ſmael. You promiſed to prove by the Pi p 
ciples of the Reformation: that we may belief b. 
all the Tenets of Popery, and remain til! MW nt 
the Reformation; How can this be? ye 
I ſaac. You remember I excepted one PrMed 


ciple of Popery, wherein you muſt neceſlarW/rg 
diſſent from them: and if you deny this office 
Principle, you may believe all their other Tenorn 
as well as the Pope, and be as good a CMH. 
of the Reformation as Luther. Nned 
fnael. What Principle is this, which Pop 
ſeem to make the only diſtinctive Sign ol@iom« 
Reformed, from a Papiſt? tru 

Iſaac. Liſten a while: A Papiſt is not a Do 
piſt becauſe he believes Purgatory, Tranſit u 
ftantiation, Indulgences, and the reſt of be 


n Tenets, but becauſe he believes them 
Won the Teſtimony of the Pope and Church, 
cauſe they aſſure him they are revealed Truths: 
a Papiſt did ſay, I believe theſe Tenets, be- 
uſe I myſelf do judge by Scripture, that they 
revealed, and not becauſe the Pope and 
urch ſay they are, he would be no Papiſt. 
ne Papiſt believes the Miſtery of the Trinity, 
> Incarnation and Paſſion of Chrit, the Pro- 
ant believes the ſame Myſteries, yet the 
„ ae is a Papiſt and no Proteſtant, the other 
of ia Proteſtant and no Papiſt. And why ? be— 
1emluſe the Papiſts believes them upon the Teſ- 
u WWony of the Pope and Church; the Proteſ- 
ationit believes them upon the Teſtimony of 


erſoiþd's written Word, Believe then whatever 


e Pi pleaſe of Popery, provided you believe 


belief becauſe you Judge by Scripture it's true, 


ſtill not becauſe the Pope or the Church ſays 
you'll never be a Papiſt but a perfect Re- 
e Pied. oy 
ceſſarÞ/mae/. If this Diſcourſe be ſolid, you may 
his ge in all the Articles of Popery into our 
 Tenſormation. 
a Mac. If you peruſe the Works of our re- 
ed Doctors, you'll hardly find any Article 
ich Popery, but has been judged by many, 
gn Oflome of our beſt reformed Doctors, to be 
true Doctrine of Scripture; and whereas 
ot a Doctrine which any Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ranſſpt underſtands by Scripture to be the true, 
of be juſtly called the Doctrine of the Refor- 
8 mation; 
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861 
mation; it follows that hardly is there any AH. 
ticle of Popery, for which we ſee ſo many Pe 
ſecutions againſt Subjects, and ſuch TroubleÞrir 
in our Parliaments, but is truly the Doctrinfalle 


of the Reformation. . 1 C 
 Jfmael. Shew me ſome Examples of thPop 
Jſaac. The Veneration of Relicks and Sainihath 
dead Bones, is generally believed by us to II 
meer Popery and Superſtition, therefore nd 
made no Store of Luther and Calvin's Bonefhon 
tho' we know them to be as great Saints Man, 
any in the Popiſh Church: but Veneratiupp 
of Relicks and Saints Bones, is the Doctrihd 
of our Reformation; for whatever is ſet domi 
and commended by our Common Prayer Bodling 
muſt be undoubtedly eſteemed our reform'd Ds t 
trine and Practice; and our Common Prayer Bod 
reprinted ſince our King's happy Reſtoratigprur 
in its Kalendar ſets down a Day to the TrafÞn», 
lation of S. Edward King of Saxons Body At t! 
the Month of 7une, and dedicates another ſem 
the Tranſlation of the Bodies of S. Maſfcau 


and Swithin, in the Month of July. It's 
The Veneration and uſe of the Sign of una 
Croſs, is flat Popery in the Judgment of cds, 
our Congregations ; yet any reformed Cp f. 
may laudably and piouſly uſe it; whereas pd's 
Common Prayer Book in the Adminiftrationive © 
Baptiſm, commands the Miniſter to uſet's 
faying, Ye fign bim with the Sign of the Cifend, 
in token that hereafter he ſhall not be aſhal N 
to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and i D 


(87) 
At 

Per 
ble 
Ari 


orld and the Devil. And in our Kalendar, 
alled the Holy Croſs. 


thFopery to keep Holy-days [except the Sab- 
ainſath day] and Saints Days; to faſt in Lent, 
to Migils commanded, Emberdays, and Fridays » 
e Wand all this is recommended to us in our Com 
ZoneFon Prayer Book, and the Miniſter is com 
ats { 


>Qtrind exhort us to Faſt; and ſurely, he is not 
doſpmmanded to teach, or exhort us to any 
Booing, but the Doctrine of the Reformation: 
d Dq;s true, the Students of our Colledges of 
Bord and Cambridge, are much troubled with 
Yratiocruples in this Point; theſe Pauperes de Lug- 
Tie, are compelled to faſt all Fridays through- 
ody 
ther 


Mail 


em complain, but Tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
cauſe they fear it's Popery. 155 
It's a Popiſh Error, we ſay to believe that 
1 of Wnnance, or our penal Works of Faſting, Alms 
it of eds, or corporal Auſterities, can avail and 
d Ci for the remiſſion of our Sins, and ſatisſy ing 
reas qpd's Juſtice: No, we ſay, penal Works 
-ation ve for nothing, all is done by Repentance ; 
uſeſpt's to ſay, by Sorrow of Heart for having 
he Ciflended God. This is the Doctrine of Dange- 
aſhany Willet, Junius and Calvin, who ſays Fran- 
nd MY Dominick, 1 8 Antony, and the reſt 
| 5 of 


ully to fight under his Banner againſt Sin, the 
rinted | ſince his Majeſty's- Reſtoration, it's 


Our Congregations generally believe it's 


anded, in the Adminiſtration of the Lora s 
ratifupper, to publiſh the Holy-days of the Week, 


t the Year ; and it's not Hunger that makes 
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1 
: of Popiſh Monks, and Fryars, are in n Hell f 
their Auſterities and penal Works; for all th 
| you may very well believe, and it's the De 
trine of the Reformation, that Pennance an 
penal Works, do avail for the Remiſſion 
our Sin, and are very profitable to the Soul 
for, our Common Prayer Book in the Comm 
nation againſt Sinners, fays thus, In the P 
mitive Churb, there was a Godly Diſcipline, th 
at the beginning of Lent, ſuch as were notori 
Sinners, were put to open Hennance, and puniil 
in this World, that their Souls may be ſaved 
the day of the Lord. And our Common Pray 
Book wiſhes that this Diſcipline were reſtor 
again; and ſurely it does not wiſh that P 
pery were reſtored; therefore it's no Pope 
to ſay, that Pennance,or penal Works, do fati 
for our Sins in this World, and avail to fff 
us in the other. 
4 1ſmael. J know many of our Congregat 
miſlike much our Common-Prayer . 

theſe Popiſh Tenets; but what do you 
of the grand Errors of Popery ? Can a Mi 
be a true Child of the Reformation, and 
believe the Pope's. Supremacy ? deny the K, 
Supremacy ; believe Tran/! falSantiation and ( 5 
munion in one kind ; are theſe Tenets the B/ 
trine of the Reformation, or oon{Ment wo 1 
it's Principles. bur 
Jaac. The King's Supremacy is undoul® C 
edly the Doctrine of the Reformation, becaſſ”._ 
it's judged by the Church of England to be 
Script 1 


116 ( 89) 


mu eripture, yet not only the Quakers, Preſbyte- 
Don, Anabaptiſts, and other Congregations, 


„ afhudge it's not of Scripture, but as erroneous 
a Tenet as that of the Pope's Supremacy ; 
Calvin 6. Amos ſays, They were unadviſed Peo- 
ple and Blaſphemers, who raiſed King Henry 
be VII. / far as to call him the Head of the 
burch ; but alſo that no Civil Magiſtrate can 
Je the Head of any particular Church, is the 
Moctrine of the Centuriators, cent, ſept, pag. 11. 

ff Cartwright, Viretus, Kemnitius, and many 


>ſtort ples and Doctrine of the Reformation, you 
at pay deny the King's Supremacy, tho' the 
Pope hurch of England believes it. The Pope's 
 fat{PuPpremacy is the Doctrine of Popery, who 
to @oubts it? But it's alſo the Doctrine of the 

Reformation, for many of our eminent Doc- 
egaters have judged it to be the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ok, ure, as /Yhigift * who cites Calvin, and Muſ- 
ou ulus for this Opinion; but it's needful we 
a Miclate ſome of their expreſs Words, 7 do not 
and Ney, ſays Luther, + but that the Biſhop of Rome, 
e Ki, bas been, and ought to be the firſt of all, 


T7, believe, he is above all other Biſhods, it's not 


he Du to deny bis Supremacy Melancthon 1 ſays 
nt 0 leſs, that the B. of Rome is above all the 
burch, that it is his Office to govern, to judge 


ndoulf® Controverfies, to watch cver the Prieſts, to 
ma_— 8 . 
to be * n Defen]. Tec. pag. 373. 70. &” 95. *. To 
ri pt eſpenſ. edecem. Propos. t In Epiſt. it Card. Belaſ 


iſc. Parienſ. 
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Wthers ; who doubts then but that in the Prin- 
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(90) 
keep all Nations in Conformity and Unity of Di 
tine. Somaiſius, * T he Pope of Rome has be 
without Controverſy the firſt Metropolitan in Ital 
and not only in Italy, nor only in the Welt, | 
in all the fy orld, the other Metr opolitans ha 
been chief in their eine Diſtricts, but the P. 
/ Rome has been Metropolitan and Primate, . 
| only of ſome particular Dioceſs, but of all. Gi 
tius + has expreſsly the ſame Doctrine, and Pron: 
this Supremacy belongs to the Pope de 
Divino. I pray conſider if theſe Doctors 
not Men of ſound Judgment, and of emine 
Learning and Credit in our Reformation, an 
if our Doctrine be Scripture as ſuch Men u 
derſtand it, conſider, I ſay, with what Juſt 
can this Doctrine be called Fopery more the 


reformed Doctrine. Ls 
As for Tranſubſtantiation, it contains tv * 
Difficulties ;: firſt, if the Body of Chriſt He 


really in the Sacrament ; and this real Preſenc 
the | Lutherans defend to be the Doctrine 
Scripture, as well as the Papiſts, why the 
ſhould it be called Popiſh, more than reſorme 
Doctrine? The ſecond is, if the Subſtance « 
Bread be in the Sacrament together with Chriſt 
Body : Lutherans ſay it is, Papiſts ſay it is no 
but that there is a Tranſubſtantiation, or chan! 
of the whole Subſtance of Bread, into the Bod 
of Chriſt ; but hear what Luther f ſays of th 

th 


| * In Trad. Euchar. ad . Sarmondum, © | 
aAnnot. ſuper Novum Teſlam. cap. 10. Matth. & Jets 
t To. 1, Edit. Fonah, I. de cap. Babyl. © 
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at we call Popiſh Doctrine; TI give all Perſons 
Vberty to believe in this Point, what they pleaſe, 
haut hazard of their Salvation, either that the 
read is in the Sacrament of the Altar, or that 
is not ; would Luther have given this Liber— 
it Tranſubſtantiation had not been the Doc- 
„ Ine of the Reformation as well as any other? 
Foctrine- of the coexiſtence of Chriſt's Body 
d Bread, is more abſurd, than the Popiſh 
octrine of the Exiſtence of the Body alone ; 
therefore we be true Reformed, and ſafely 


Pro) 
E I, 
FL 
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lieve the Doctrine of Luther, which is the 

„ . : ; 
oſt abſurd ; much more will we be of the 


formation, by believing that of the Papiſts 
Inch is leſs. | 

Communion in one kind. is the Doctrine of 
e Reformation. 
riſt LEY for beſides that Luther ſays, f Thy 
eſendÞ t Chriſt who uſe one kind only, ſeemg 
4, iſt has not comma uded to uſe boih ; and a- 
in, Shun itt were an excellent thing to uſe 


mmanded nothing in this as neceſſary, yet it were 
ter to follow Peace and Unity, than to conteſt 
"wt the kinds, but alſo Melandtln, || who in 


mee | 
Chriſt 
is no 
change 
E Bod 


+ | atvin * allo and Beza t affirm, that Luther's 


no leſs than Communion 


i kinds in the Sacrament ; and Chrift has 


e Opinion of Luther ſurpaſſes all the Fathers 


of thi 


thi 
| 


78 lt 


* Adnonit. 2. ad Weſt. defnſ. 2. Old fit. + 


v. de cana Domini. 


ſer m. de Huch. 
uriuſque ſpeciei, pag. 14. 


Lib. de capt. Babyl. c. de. 
char. Epiſt. ad Bahemos in declarat. Euch. & 
In Concil, Theol. ad March. Eled. de 
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commonly adminiſter'd in both kinds, if Nec:ſſi 


cleſiaſtical Diſcipline, printed at Saumur, chap 


Bread alone; and truly if ſome of our Mini 


to be diſpens'd with in the Cup; becauſe ther: 
are ſome of ſo delicate Palates, that they cannq; 


— — ———— — — 


he 1 92) 
of the Church, expreſsly teaches the ſame Do 
trine : and the Church of England, Statute if 
Edward VI commands, That the Sacrament l 


does not require otherwiſe ; mark, he ſays, bu 
commonly, and that for ſome Neceſſity it ma 
be received in one; laſtly, the Sufficiency « 
one Kind in the Sacrament, is plainly ſet dow 
by our reformed Church of France, in her ec 


1.2. art. 7. The Miniſter muſt give the Brea 
in the Supper to them, who cannot drink the Cut 
provided it be not for Contempt. And the Ret 
ſon is becauſe there are many who cannot endut 
the Taſte of Wine; wherefore it often happer 
among them, that ſome Perſons do take ti 


ſters in Exgland, do not give better Wine tha 
they are accuſtomed, who very irreverently ſeri 
that holy Table with naughty Traſh, it's mud 
to be feared, that our Flock will alſo petitiq; 


endure the Taſte of bad Wine. Now, yolſ 
may admire the Injuſtice of the papiſts in co 
demning our reformed Doctrine and Doo 
as Hereticks, whereas thoſe Tenets are believe 
by many of us, as well as by them; and ti 
groundleſs Severity of our Congregations | 
exclaiming againſt that Doctrine; it being tl 
Doctrine of the Reformation, whereas ſo man /, 
eminent Men of our own, judge it to be Pole 
Scripture, | Iſma! 


——— —V— 
— — . ——̃ä — 


1 1633 
Doc Jſnael. Whereas J ſee People perſecuted by 
ite ie Church of England for thoſe Tenets, I can 
rdly be perſuaded they are the Doctrine of 
c e Reformation: at our next meeting we will 
bi@arſue this Diſcourſe, the Bell rings for Morrt 
Tg Prayers, adieu. 8 
cy il 3 
dow 


1 1 


- 1 


a Seventh Dialogue. 

chap VVV . 
Brief SAA C. You come from Church, as I gueſs | 
by the Common Prayer Book I ſee in your {| 


> Ret and, I pray let me (ſee the Kalendar of it, if 


du be a la mode nouvelle, which was made by | 
Ppelſte Church of England, ſince his Majeſty's Re- 
e iMoration, F 

Min 1/1. Why ? have you met any thing in 


e tha, which ſhocks you? 


| fer] Jaac. Shock me ? No Doctrine or Practice 

muq;f any Congregation, or Man of found Judg- 
etit10lent of our Church can ſhock me; you know, 1 
2 the! 


plead for Liberty to believe and practiſe aa 


cannqich one judges by Scripture to be true and 
„ YJoRood. But I obſerve in your Kalendar, you | 
1 COlffave a Day conſecrated to S. Ann in the Month | 
Octo F Fuly ; [ would gladly know what Ann this 
eleve$, which the Church of England honours fo | 


nd Uſuch > Rs r 

{/mael. It's Ann, the Mother of the Virgin || 
ary. FFF 
> Man” V/aac. It's poſſible? I thought it was Ann 
be Win the Mother of our Virgin Elizabeth: I am 
Iſmail - E 4 ſure 


—— — 


— 


1:,94:)- 


— — — — —-— 


ſure the Church of England, is more obliged} 
to her, than to the other: but as you have put 
here the Mother of the Virgin Mary, why did 
not you put in alſo Elizabeth Mother of the great 


Fe td and the Angel Gabriel, as well as 
8 er wok 
Jſinael. J know not indeed. Et, 


{/aac. Nor do I know, if it be not, becauſeþ 
that Elizabeib and Gabriel made the Popiſh Ave 
Maria, as Scripture relates; but can you tell,ſſþ 
as the Church of England put in your Kalendar, 


S. George, S. Andrew, and S. David, Patrons 


of England, Scotland, and Wales; why. did; 
put in S. Patrick Patron of Ireland 


not ſhe 
 _Jfmael. I can't tell, What may be the Rex 
- fon, inn ene PEE 

 {/aac. I know not, if it be not that he forte: 
| ted his place for his Purgatory ; for tho' the 
others were as deep in Popery as he, [if we 
believe the Papiſts] but the Parliament palſs'd 


it ö | an Act of Indemnity for England, Scotland and 
MMales, after the King's Return to his King 


doms . and thereby the Sin of Popery was for- 


given to their Patrons, and no Act of Indemnity 


was paſt for Jreland, whereby Patrick is ſtill 
guilty ; if it be not, that the Seven Champions 
of Chriſtendom. tell. us S. Patrick was S. George 
Footman, and it was not thought good Man: 


ners, to put him in the ſame Rank with his 


Maſter, 
Iſmael. For ſhame, if not for Piety, forbear. 
TI cannot endure to ſully ſacred Things witi 
8 profane 


— - — — — - — — — — — 
— — 
— — 


: 4 950 
ged profane Ralleries ; the Kalendar is a holy Inſti- 
putſ tution of the Church, and ought to be reve- 
didÞrenc'd. | 
reat 
as 


| Tſanc. And fo is Epiſcopacy, Surplices, Bells, 
Organs, and Corner Caps ; yet I hope you will 
give Preſbyterians, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, &C. 
leave to laugh at them, and be ſtill as good 
auſef Children of the Reformation as you: if you 
Aviſfeteem them to be facred and holy, reverence 
tell,lpnd honour them I commend you for it, if 
dar, ſÞpthers judge otherwiſe let them follow their 
ronWHumour ; each one as he fancies, ſays the Fellow 
 didfiing his Cow ; this is the holy Liberty of the 
1d Reformation, Scripture as each one underſtands 
„ 3 
Iſmael. Let us return to our laſt Diſcourſe; 

orfei· Pow is it poſſible, that thoſe Tenets of Popery, 
' theflhould be the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
it we hereas we ſee the Church of England fo ſeverely 
)aſs'Uſ@roſecute the Profeſſors of them? 
d and I/aac. Do you think a Doctrine is not of the 
KingſſKeformation, becauſe it's denied by the Church 
s for If England or becauſe ſhe perſecutes the Pro- 
mnityÞfſors of it? Do not they perſecute all Non Con- 
s ſillBrms, as well as Popery ? Perſecution is no 
mpioniſf roof of a Doctrine to be bad; it's but the Effect 
cor ge a blind Zeal armed with Power: For to know 
Man-Frtainly if a Doctrine be of the Reformation, 
ch hiffou muſt try it by our Teſt or Rule of Faith, 

lich is the written Word of God, and what- 
rbear, er any Man of ſound judgment, of a {i\ncere 
wild humble Heart judges to be contained in 
ofane . Scriptuer, 
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Scripture, or an indubitable Conſequence oui 


ſo believing will be a true Child of the Refor-· #9 
mation; wherefore ſince that the Church off 4 


time, Luther, Melanctibon, Grotius, and the 


in one kind to be the Doctrine of Scripture Þ 
we muſt call it the Doctrine of the Reformation; 
and if you judge as they did, you may believe 
the Doctrine and be ſtill of the Reformation, & 


GE 


1 Kcel. In Apol. Confeſi. Aug. 13. U lib. pag. 2. 


(96) 


of it; that Man, may believe that Doctrine, | 
let all others judge of it as they liſt, and by 


France, that of England, in Edward the VIS 


other Authors I quoted, do judge Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, Pope's Supremacy, and Communior 


well as they. 

Iſmael Can you ſhew me any other Ten} 
of Popery, which you can call the Doctrine d 
the Reformation. 

Iſaac. Alas! you can hardly ſhew me any Te 
net of Popery, but what is its Doctrine; what 
Doctrine more Popiſb than that of Confeſſio 
and Abſolution from Sins? yet it's as trul 
the Doctrine of the Reformation, as figurativ}} 
Preſence: for not only * Lobechius, Altan 
rus, f Sacerim and $ Melanctbon ſays, it's a &. 
cerament: But the Church of England in ou 
Common Prayer Book, declares that Prieſts har 
not only the Power of declaring their Sins t 
be forgiven to the Penitents, but alſo the pow 


* 


* In Diſput. Theol pag, 301. f In Conciliat. | 


Serip. loco 191. In locis cemmun. To. 1. de Pole 


= 


(97) 


— 1 


out of forging them; and ſets' down the Form 
ine, of Abſolution, which the Miſter is to uſe, Our 
by Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who left Power to the' Church 


% abſolve all Sinners which truly repent, of his 
Mercy forgive thee and thine Offences; and Þ ty 
bis Authority committed unto me, do abfolve the 
Yor all thy Sins : The Miniſter of the Dioceſs 
of Lincoln in their Survey of tbe Book: of Common 
Prayers, check'd this Doctrine as Popery; and 
petitioned to have it blotted out; but: could 
not prevail; whereby we are given to under- 
ſtand, it's the Doctrine of the Reformation. 
It's Popery, we fay, to call Extreme Unc- 
tion, Confirmation, and Holy Order of Prieft- 
hood, Sacraments : and who can juſtly deny 
all this to be the Doctrine of the Reformation? 
For Calvin * ſays, I confeſs, the Diſciples of 
Chriſt did uſe Extreme Inction as a' Sacrament' ; 
Tam not, ſays he, of the Opinion off thoſe, who 
udge it was only a Medicine for corporal Diſeaſes : 
Calvin t alſo, and with him our Common Pray- 
er Book and all our Divines ſay, a Sacrament 
s nothing elſe, but a viſible Sign of the inviſible 
race we receive by it; and they ſay with f Pow- 
„ $ Hooker, and others, that this Definition 
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ts hauffits exactly Confirmation, wherefore the Miniſters 
ins Mf the Dioceſs of Lincoln checkt the Common 
pow Prayer Book, for giving the Definition of a 


Facrament to Confirmation. | Melan&hon, J 

Bilſn, 
"® In Epift. þ. 5. Eff. Fac. 6.4 + Lib. 4. Inſt. c. 14. / f. 
In modeſt, Examin. \ In Eccl. Poke . oy ſe#. 66. || In his. 
mm tit. de Numero. Sacram. © In pt) pet. Regim. pap: 109. 
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| 98) 
Bilſon, Hooker and + Calvin expreſsly teach, 4 Ide 
that the Order of Prieſthood, is a Sacrament. this is 
And when Men of ſo eminent judgment off Rrac- 


L 


our Reformation teach this to be the Doctrinel quote 
of Scripture, who doubts but that it is of theſtrine 
Reformation. 3 355 b 
Iſmael. By this, you deſtroy the Doctrineſmatio 


Script 


| of the Reformation, of two Sacraments only. I Po: 


—— — — 


1 


alſo is a Sacrament. e 
I mael. But can you ſay, that Prayers to Saints 


rans uſe Images in their Churches and pray be 


that the Lutherans have nothing of Superſtitio 


Jaac. Deſtroy it, God forbid : Becauſe theſtxpre 
Church of England lays, there are but two bus, * 


Sacraments, I ſay it's the Doctrine of thePrave: 
Reformation, there are but two, and becauſeÞt 549, 


ſo many eminent Men judge by Scripture thereſgnd w 
are more, I ſay it's the Doctrine of the Refor- 


fine « 
mation there are more, that's to ſay fix, Bap- each 
tiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, Pennance, Ex-houg] 


treme Unction and Holy Order: and veryÞPreſby, 
likely our Biſhops and Miniſters, for their WivePnge] 
fake, will not ſtick to grant that MatrimonyWet o 

ollec 
Ay, 
and Images, Prayers for the Dead, and Purſyres t 
gatory, are not meer Popery, and in no wiſq Ear 
the Doctrine of the Reformation? aints 
Ijlaac. Without doubt, thoſe Tenets arqer q 
Popery ; but all the World knows, the Luththe De 


fore them; and the holy Synod of Charent! 


* Epit 
has declared, as we ſaid in our firſt Dialogue 


9. 27C 
lont iſbel 
5. & 1 
Of 
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ern : N—_— To. 1 
In Eccl. Polis lib. 5. ſed. 77. + Lib. 4. Infl. c. 2W Spalat 


, (99) 
|: [dolatry | in their manner of divine Worſhip ; 
his is alſo the Doctrine & of Jacobus, Andreas, + 
f Brachmanus, t Kemnitius, Luther and Brentius 
eftquoted by Beza, $ and why ſhould not a Doc: 
efltrine judged by ſuch eminent Men to be of 
e be called the Doctrine of the Refor- 
efnation ? Prayers for the dead and Purgatory, 
yl * Popery eee , but alas ! it is taught 
ie bxpreſely by Urbans, Regius, || Pucer, 4 Zuing- 
„os, * Melan#thon, Ar Luther, tt the Common- 
ek Prayer Book in King Edward S time, printed, 
en 549, and many others of our learned Doctors, 
refand what can you call more properly the Doc- 
2r-ſtrine of the Reformation, than what ſuch Men 
p- each to be the Doctrine of Scripture ? And 
x- hough our Brethren, Quakers, Anabaptifts, 
ry reſbyterians and Proteſtants, judge Prayers to 
veÞngels and Saints to be nothing elſe but Popery: 
yet our Common Prayer Book has the ſame 
ollect or Prayer to Angels in S. Michael's 
Day, that the Popiſh Maſs Book has, and de- 
Ires that the Angels may ſuccour and defend us 
Earth; and Prayers to, and Interceſſion of 
ants is taught by Luther, & Bilneus and Lati— 
er quoted by Fox, ||| and conſequently it's 
1e Doctrine of the Reformation. L 
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* yi. Colos Mantel, 'S In Centur. Exercit. Theol, 
g.. 270. t Exampar. 4. $ In reſpons ad acta Collog. 
1 1 gat. a4 2. in Prefas. In loſcis Commun. c. 

39 „ ¶Inſcrip. Angl pag. 450. * 70 in Eu. 
O an. Ari. go. & Art. 66. ++ In Apolog. Confes. Aug. 
To. 1. Witnem. in reſol de Indul. concl 15. & Fpift. 
20 Spalat. i Ads & Men. pag 402. & 312. 
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Iſmael. If all theſe Popiſh Articles may befho+ + 
ſately believed by the Reformation, and be theſ ture, 
Doctrine of our reformed Church, as well afReaf 
of Popery; what Difference then betwixt us Chur 
and Popery, or why are we call'd a ReformaÞp,- 
tion of Popery, or why did we ſeparate fromPPheca; 
them ? : Ds hs Las thi 
* Tfaac. | have told you already, that our Dif- ther, 
ference from Popery, is not, becauſe we muſt{ef», 
deny what they believe, for we believe as wellſho C 
as they the Unity and Trinity of God, the In- ture 
carnation of his Son, &c. but in this, that theÞby or 
Papiſts believe, becauſe the Pope and Churchſto be 
ſays this 1s true revealed Doctrine, but we be- he wi 
lieve not becauſe any Church, Pope or Doctoſ 14, 


| | ſays ſo, but becauſe we ourſelves judge byÞbf ou 


Scripture it is fo; for if a Papiſt did fay, I dpf tho 
not believe this is a revealed Truth, becauſe 1 72 
Pope and Church ſays it is, bit becauſe I find Iieve 
Scripture it is; he would Ee no Papiſt; believds nov 
then whatever Doctrine you will, either Popenhoule 
Fudaiſm, Proleſtancy, Arianiſm, or what elle yolſthoſe * 
pleaſe, provided you judge by Scripture it iſieve, 
true, and that you believe it, not becauſe this oil b. 
that Church, Congregation, or Doctors, believfformec 
it, but becauſe yourſelf judges it to be true now 
you'll be” a true Child of the Reformation: AnFther 
this is the Reaſon why we are calFd a Reformatiſhit th 
on, and why we ſaparated from them, becaulſhoſe a 
they would have us take for our Rule of FaitÞclieve 
Scripture as interpreted by them, and believhurch 
INE vi night 


1 


(108) 


e pot what we judge to be the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, but what they judge; and this is alſo the 
vFReaſfon why Preſbyterians are jealous with the 
Church of England ; why Anabaptiſts forſake 
. Preſbyterians ; why theſe are forſaken by Quakers, 
n becauſe each one would have the World judge 
as they do, and perſecute and trouble one ano- 
. ther, which is quite againſt the Spirit of the 
Reformation, for whereas our Rule of Faith is 
ellfno Church, Congregation, or Man, but Scrip- 
n. ture as eaah one underſtands it; it follows that 
heÞÞby our Principles every one muſt be permitted 
hto believe wharever he pleaſes; and by ſo doing, 
bee will be a true Child of the Reformation. 

to Iſinael. The Church of England, nor any 
byÞpf our Congregations, will never believe any 
_ df thoſe Popiſh Tenets. 
Jaa. The time may come that they may be- 
| Iflieve them all, and be ſtill as good Reformers 
evÞſs now they are? For if the Pope and his Church 
perfnould ro morrow deny and Excommunicate 
yolfhoſe Tenets, which now they fo ſteadfaſtly be- 
t eve, [and I hope they will ſome Day, ] then it 
3 Oil! be a pious and a virtuous Action in all re- 
ievformed Children, to believe them all, as much 
rueÞ now they deny them, and let us pretend what 
AnFther Reaſons we pleaſe, but it's very certain 
natiſhat the ſtrongeſt Reaſon we can have to deny 
aulMoſe Articles, is becauſe the Pope and his Church 
aitſelieves them, and conſequently, if the Popiſh 
levflharch would but deny them, we might and 
nqught to believe them, you will think this a 
| Paradox, 


„ 8 
Paradox; but liſten to our Apoſtolick and divineſ 
Luther : * If a general Council, ſays he, did per. 
mit Priefts to marry, it would be a fingular MarkF 
of Piety, and Sign of Godlineſs, in that Caſe to take 
Concubines, rather then to marry in Conf ormity HH 
the Decree of the Council, I would in that Caſt 
command Priefts not ty marry under pain of Damna-Þ 
tion. And again he ſays; f the Council ſhould 
decree Communion in both Kinds; in contempt fff 
the Council, I would take one only kind or none" 
See theſe Words of Luther, quoted by our learn-Þ 
ed Hoſpinian, t and Jewel, & and fee it's not 
only my Doctrine but of great Luther, that inſÞ 
caſe the Pope and Council deny all the Tenets 
they now believe; we may, and it will be a 
pious godly Action to believe them, and makeſſre r 
as many Acts of Parliament for them, as now 
We have againſt them. But what's the Matter 
{ Methinks you become pale, ſomething troubles 
you, ſpeak, what is it? 

Iſmael. It's the Horror I conceive againſt your 
Diſcourſe, my Countenace cannot be in a Calm, 
when my Mind is in ſuch a Storm and Confu- 
ſion : Perſue no more, you ſaid enough that! 
ſhould curſe the Day I have ever ſeen you, or 
heard that which you call holy Liberty, which is 
but a Proſtitution of Conſciences, a Profanation 
of all that is Sacred, and an open Gap to all ImF9- b! 
piety in Doctrine and Manners ; But I hope thqÞt fo! 

Lord {//aac 


ling 
or {1nd 


tutio 
It no! 
Vina 
onſcie 


CE Wan r IE 


FJ. 2. Germ. fol. 214. TD 6h Miſſa & 70 5 
Germ. I In Hiſtor. Sacram. par. 2. fol. 13. In repli 
ad Hardingum. 
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| COT. 
Lord has given me that profound Reſpect and At- 
15 „ech to our holy Reformation, that I ſhall not 
pe beaten from it by all your Engines, able 
Lt inſpire a Contempt and Hatred of it to any 
„Feak Brother, for who will live a Moment in it 
7 Ffuch impious Tenets, ſuch ſcandalous and blaſ- 
dhemous Doctrines were of i it, or were unavoid- 
ble Sequels out of it's Principles: No, no the 
[rinciples of the reformed Church are Sound and 
. and no Doctrine can follow from 
hem, but what's pure and true. 
| {ſaac. Let me tell you I have as tender a 3 
* . the Reformation as you: And I will main- 
ets in the holy Liberty J aſſert, cannot juſtly be 
_ afÞplled a Proſtitution of Conſciences; for you 
kehare not deny but this is an orthodox and 
ound Principle, that our Rule of Faith is Scrip- 
ter hre as een Perſon of ſound judgment under- 
les hands it; that it is lawful for each Perſon of 
und 1 to read it, to give his Judg- 
dulpent of the true Senſe of it, and to believe 
mid hold that Senſe of it, which he thinks in 
fu. s Conſcience to be true; is there any Pro- 
at [Þtution of Conſciences in this Doctrine? Or 
ondit not the Doctrine of our Reformꝭtion? 
i Vnael. All this is true, the Proſtitution of 
tionbonſciences lies not there, but in the ſcandalous 
Im d blaſphemous Tenets, which you pretend 
tht follow out of the Rule of Faith. 
,ord Iſaac. But you wrong the Reformation in 
* ling ſuch Tenets blaſphemies and ſcandals : 
repl r ſince our Rule of Faith is Scripture as each 
| Perſon 


a* 


1 


> 
* 


oy So EFT 
Perſon of found Judgment dann) de 

this Rule of Faith be good and ſound, if i 
be religions and holy, any Doctrine that 1 
conformable to this Rule, muſt be go p 
ſound, religious and holy ; this being our! 1 e 
of Faith and Manners, it's clearer than N | 
Day light, that all and each other Tenet w q 
I rehearſe in all my former Diſcourſes, 5 
conformable to our Rule of Faith ; for " 
Rule is Scripture as each Man of ſound e . 
under ſtands it. Our Doctrine therefore muff 9 
what any Perſon of ſound Judg ment e . 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture : This is 5 ; 
dent ſequel out of that Principle, and * 7 
there is not one Tettet of all thoſe N ; 
; hear ſed, whether they concern N + 
| Manners; but was judged by the T - 8. 
which J cited for it, to be the Doctritre o SCI ? 
ture; it follows unavoidably, that there TY 
one Tenet of them but is the Doctrine g ; 
Reformation : Therefore you muſt or owl 
tb either of theſe two; either to ſay that * 
Rule of Faith, by which ſuch Doctrines are nu 
ranted, is naught, wicked gt Yanmar; a 
leads to a Proſtitution of Conſciences 2 oY 
ners, or that all thoſe Tenets, are good, — 
pious, and no proſtitution or 1 8 

Conſciences: For, pick and chuſe out the 4s 
trine which you think to be the moſt —_ 5 
and ſcandalous of all thoſe Irehearſed; you 2 A 
deny, but that it was taught by * W 5 
I quoted for it and judged by him, oe. 3 5 


Docti 
to ha 
Perſo 
he D 
You r 
Doct. 
berſo 
he D 
uch 
de Sc 
uſt 
onſc 
denſe 
nd e: 
rine 
r tha 
nd Se 
I'm 
Nefor. 
ands 
ne Cl 
0 gi 
quen 
ot be 
thers 
e do 
uſt r 
ents 


| 6 = 

Doctrine of Scripture. And if no Doctor fither- 
to had believed it, you or I, or ſome other 
erſon of ſound Judgment, may judge it to be 
the Doctrine of Scripture ; Either of both, then 
you muſt be conſtrained to grant. Or that the 
Doctrine of the Reformation, is not what each 
Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands to be 
relthe Doctrine and Senſe of Scripture which is as 
ur nuch as to ſay that our Rule of Faith muſt not 
ene Scripture as we underſtand it, but that we 
beſſioult believe againſt our own Judgment and 
nonſcience, what others ſay is the Doctrine and 
vi Penſe of Scripture : Or you nuſt grant that all 
exſ$0d each of thoſe Tenets I rehearſed is the Doc- 
rerine of the Reformation, tho' you, or this, 
ohr that Man may judge them to be Blaſphemies 
yr Ind Scandals. Ez „„ 
rip} {/mae?. T confeſs our Rule of Faith in the 
no feformation is Scripture as each Perſon under- 
 thEÞands it; for all our reformed Churches, with 
cee Church of England, in her 39 Articles, 
ouffo give us this rule of Faith. I confeſs con- 
walffquently out of this Principle, that we muſt 
anſot believe what Doctrine or Senſe of Scripture 
Aar thers judge to be the True and Orthodox, if 
unde do not our ſelves judge it to be ſuch, for we 
> onÞuſt not be forced to believe againſt our Judg- 
Dogſpents : Laſtly I confeis we may ſafely believe, 
icke hatſoever Doctrine we ſeriouſly judge to be 
anne Doctrine of Scripture, but provided, that 
thaßch a Tenet or Doctrine be not plainly againſt 
F-ripture, and be not plain and downright Im- 
riiety and Blaſphemy, Tac. 


— 


I c 106) 
| Iſaac: And in caſe you, or the Church of 
England, Rome, France, or Germany, judge a 
Doctrine to be blaſphemous and againſt Scrip- 
ture and Luther, or Calvin, or I or another, 
| judge it is good Doctrine and conformable to 
| Scripture, to which Judgment muſt I ſtand? old 
| MuſtI believe yours againſt my Conſcience and 
Knowledge? Or muſt not I believe my own! 
Is it not the Principle and practice of our Refor-þ 
mation, that I muſt believe what I judge in my 
_ Conſcience to be Scripture, and pot what others 
Judge, if they judge the contrary ? when Lulleſht. 
began the Reformation, did not almoſt al 
_ Chriſtians and the whole Church believe Purge 
dtory and prayers to Saints to be the Doctrine 
of Scripture? And did not he very commend: 
ably deny it againſt them all, becauſe he judged 
by Scripture it was not? Will a Preſbyteriai 
believe Epiſcopacy, becauſe the Church off: 
England ſays it's the Doctrine of Scripture ? No 
but deny it becanſe himſelf judges it is not. 
L ſſmael, It's true, each one may lawfully be: 
lieve what himſ-|f judges to be the Doctrine off 
Scripture, provided he be a Godly well intent! 
oned Man, humble and meek in Spirit; provid 
ed ſecondly, that what he underſtands to be th: 
Senſe and Doctrine of Scripture, be not abſurdg 
and impious in the Judgment of all the rel 
| ef the Faithful: For let a Man be ever ſo learn 
| ed and Godly; it he gives an Interpretation q 
Scripture which 1s denied by all the Church, It 
muſt not be followed. 


" — — 


( 107 ) 


 Tſaac. Your firſt Proviſo is very good, and 1 


hope you will meet no Doctor of all thoſe I 
quoted for thoſe Tenets, which you call Blaſ- 
phemies, who was not a learned, godly, hum- 


ple, and well intention'd Man who will be fo 


Wold as to deny it of Luther, Calvin, Beza, 
Fuinglius, &c.? Your ſecond Proviſo is not juſt, 
nd in it you overthrow the whole Reformation, 
nd our Rule of Faith; for this being as you 


f 


8 ation or Senſe any Man of ſound judgment 
a 


nBVorld Gould judge it to be impious and blaſ- 
1 Fhemous, otherwiſe our Rule of Faith, muſt 
:<"ſot be Scripture as we underſtand it, but as it 


ranted, Scripture as each Perſon of ſound. 
udgment underſtands it: whatever Interpre- 


nderſtands to be of Scripture, he may ſafely 
58nd piouſly believe it, though all the reſt of the 


aß underſtood by others: And whereas no Te- 


Ot of all thoſe I rehearſed, but was judged to 
Noe the Senſe and Doctrine of Scripture, by ſome _ 


thoſe eminent Doctors I qugted, it follows 
beſſey might have ſafely believed them, and if 


e ou or I judge as they did, we may alſo believe 


ently they did, and be ſtill of the Reformation. 


urqqnſe and Interpretation of Scripture, if it be 

rFiged by all others to be naught ; and therefore 
Faru Church of England prudently and wiſely puts 
top and bridle to the extravangant and rambl- 


ow! 


aaf Church judges may be ſafely believed. 


EE * 


Vio /nael. It's wicked and pernicious to ſay any 
ticular Perſon may believe bis own private 


— 


Imaginations of particular Perſons; they 
ſt conform themſelves, and believe but what 


Church thinks may be ſafely believed, was nd 


to teach their private Judgments againſt . 
Church then eſtabliſn'd? If it was, then 
Church of Rome is to be commended, for pq 
ſecuting and excommunicating our firſt Refa 
mers; and if this was not, nor is it not cot: 


tions are jealous of her: Be it known to) 
our other Congregations, Lutherans, Calvin oCtri 


ren of the Reformation, as the Church of! 


but will have our Rule of Faith to be but Sc 


it, as he thinks beſt in the Lord. 
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Zaadc. Pray, Sir, ſince when is it commend} 4/ 


able to conſtrain Mens Judgments to belief <- 


not what each one thinks beſt, but what th hat 


this commendable in the beginning of our R. 
formation, when our bleſſed Reformers beg 


mendable in the Church of Rome, why is it Hf 
commendable in the Church of England? T 
is a piece of Popery, whereof the Church of E 
gland is guilty, and for which all our Congre: 
Anabaptiſts, &c. are as truly and Godly Chiu Cx 


gland; and they will not ſubmit to that Pop 
Tyrany, nor ſuffer any curb to their Judgmer 


ture, and each one to underſtand, and belie 


Tſmael. J confels other Congregations ' ind to 


admit no ſuch Curb, nor Bridle to their Ju ely; 
ments, but follow Scripture as they underſt abhor 


it; but the Church of England has a reve! Faith 
Regard for the Senſe and Interpretation ©! Te 
given by primitive Ages, Fathers, and Coun l/age. 
and that we prefer before the private Inter er 


tations of particular Perſons. ng; af 


(109) 
I. And juſt ſe faith the Popiſh Church 
J Luther, and = firſt bleſſed Reformers, and if _ 
Bat had been well done, we ſhould have had 
Wither Proteſtancy nor any other Reformation: 
Put you confeſs at leaſt, that the Rule of Faith 
all other Congregations, is but Scripture, as 
ach Perſon underſtands it, and each Perſon may 
onſequently believe his own Senſe of it, and 
eny the Senſe of any other if he does not like it: 
When you muſt confets, that in all other Con- 
Megations, except the Church of Eugland, any 
eformed Child may believe any Senſe or Doc- 
T ine which any Perſon of ſound Judgment judges | 
1 be Scripture, if himſelf likes it, though all 
2 ereſt of the World may think it naught; and 
hereas you cannot deny, but that all and each 
; I Doctrine quoted by me for thoſe Tenets, which 
bu call Blaſphemies, were ſound and able 
of dges; you muſt confeſs that it is a neceſſary 
Pop quel out of their Rule of Faith, that in all other 
nenlengregations they may piouſſy and ſafely be- 
80 ve all thoſe Tenets, and be ſtill true Children 
Heli the Reformation. 
l/mael. I confeſs, if they ſpeak coherently and 
End to their Principles they may believe them 
ely ; but as I hate thoſe blaphemous Tenets, 
abhor and deteſt alſo that Principle and Rule 
Faith of other Congregations, from which 
Ih Tenets are unavoidable Sequels. 
Iſaac. Good Iſinael, you forget what you have 
herto all along avowed, and you are quite 
ng aſtray from the Doctrine of the Refor- 


mation, 


Y 
[ 
[ 
X 
f 


Jo 


455 


dune 
tel} 


mation. Jou have often granted me, that oi 


and what think you of our whole Reformatic 
of England, which allow no other Rule of Fait 
' underſtands it? What ſay you of Luther, Calu 


Bea, and the reſt of our firſt reformers, who pi 
fer their own private Senſe and Interpretation n p 


(=$4D- 


0 


Rule of Faith is Scripture, not as this or thi 
( 


Congregation, Doctor, or Church, but as eaſt 


Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands it; anjgair 


now you tell me you hate and deteſt that RulſÞ-ow 


becauſe that out of it there follow ſtrange an tru 
blaſphemous Tenets ; You ſay the Senſe anfule 
Interpretation of the primitive Ages, ChurdFccar 
and Fathers muſt be preferred before the Interpre 


gain 
P CC 
aith 
and particularly of our 39 Articles of the Chur und 
Imi 
and 
2 
| tþ 


tation of any private Perſon or Congregatio 


but Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Fudgm 


Scripture, before that of the whole Churchſſ*tor: 
What ſay you to the Preſbyterians, who pret fits 
their own Senſe and Interpretation of the Bibſanda 
before that of the Church of England? What i1uel: 
you of all the Congregations of the Reformffeforr 


Church, each one of which, holds its Sem. Jaa 
and Doctrine of Scripture, different from earts 


the reſt ? I grant there ought to be a reſpqgW c 


for the Judgment and Interpretation of ifforn 


Text, given by the primitive Church and I ſtick 
thers ; but if a Doctor, or Man of ſound Juc ge r 
ment, repleniſhed with God's Spirit, re He 
Scripture with an humble Heart, and pure Ie ar 
tention, and judges by it, that Bigamy is la advif 
ful; that there is no Myſtery of three Perc — 
1 iſ 


inn | 
one divine Nature, that Chriſt deſpaired oh 
he Croſs, &c. Tho' theſe Doctrines be quite 
gainſt the Judgment of Fathers, Church, and 
ouncils, he may believe them, and be till 
true Reformed Child, becauſe he follows our 
Mule of Faith, and if he muſt deny theſe Articles, 
ecauſe others decry them, then muſt he go 
Meant his own Judgment and Conſcience, for 
> conform himſelf to them, and his Rule of 
ath muſt not be Scripture as each Man of 
und Judgment underſtands it; but as the 
Irimitive Ages, Church, and Councils under- 
and it; and this is Popery. 
Iſmael. Prithee, Friend Iſaac, let's give over; 
l that your Diſcourſe drives at, by what I 
onen perceive, is either to beat me from the 
iralhefor mation, by ſhewing me the Abſurdity 
prel f its Rule of Faith; or oblige me to believe 
Biftandalous and blaſphemous Tenets, neceſſary 
at {quels out of that Rule: I am a Child of the 
\rm$<formation, and never will be otherwiſe. 
gell {ſaac. The Lord who is the Searcher of 
nm Hearts, knows you miſconſtrue my Intentions : 
reſpſlow can you ſay 1 intend to beat you from the 
f Reformation? do not I inſiſt and perſuade you 
4 P ſtick faſt to its Rule of Faith, and acknow- 
Jut «dge no other but Scripture, as you underſtand 
rell How can you fay, I oblige you to believe 
re ſe and ſcandalous Tenets? To the contrary, 
is n adviſe you not to believe them, if you judge 
berg Scripture they are falſe and ſcandalous : what 
y Diſcourſe drives at is, that you ſhould not 
> 8 cenſure, } 


— 222 
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cenſure, blame, or call any Doctrine biaip'M ot 
mous, ſcandalous, falſe, or hereiical, [Popos 


|; excepted} tor though you judge by Sc eee hele 
is not true; another will judge it to be the tr the: 
. Senſe and Doctrine of the Text; and 11 00 
does, he may with a fate S believe ture 


and ought not io be blamed by you or ang vou 
other for believing it ; if you do not like thi Nou 
Doctrine, do not believe it ; but let the oth; [it to 
believe as he judges py Scripture he may, WT jþ, 
Tet every Tub ſtand on its own bottom. 1 
Iſindel. Once more I beſcech you to gi; pelle 
over ; I will not diſcourſe any more with yo chec 
[faac. Nays Dear {/ael, I lee YOu on tro gina 


bled, and 1 will not leave you in that perple e 
ity : Be pleaſed to liſten to three Points I w: t 
propote unto you, and you'll not mils to not 

Satisfaction .in either of them. Jude 
| Ifmael. Let's hear them. Jou, 
|| Iſaac. Will you believe Scripture, as it Frhing 


[| interpreted, and in that Senſe which the Churc! lay 
Councils, and Fathers propound unto yo flor en. 
| Iſmael, I will not be obliged to that, for Nor 
may judge by Scripture that Senſe and Inte | 
pretation of it, to be falle and erroneout / 
Aud! will not be obliged to believe any thun 11 
againſt my Judgment "and Conſcience ; that 7 
Popery Scrip 

{jaac; That's well, in ſo much you folloſto 5 
the footſteps of Luther, Calvin, and our ” Yoſe 
Reformers, who would not believe what uſo 1 


Church believed in their time, nor regard. 
190 


61130 
ot what the Papiſts alledged ont of the Couu- 
El leis and Fathers againſt "them, becauſe they 
1 held themſelves obliged to believe Scripture as 
oY ; they underitood it, and not as it was under- 
SF food by others: Will you then believe Scrip- 
Ni ture in that Senſe and Interpretation which 
"i your felt Judges to he true, though the Church, 
i | Coun \cils, and all other Congregat! ons judge 
Ot to be falte and erroneous, and give Bhs like 
Wi iberty to all others ? 
| ſinuel. That's dangerous; for it would | 
*. follow that any Man might believe without 
vo check or blame, the grea ateſt Blaſphemies ima- 
vo ginable, if he judges them to be the Senſe of 
desde Text. 8 8 
hac, Why then, ſince that the firſt does 
not pleaſe you, for fear of conſtraining your 
ſudgment Papiſt like; and the ſecond di ſpleaſcs 
Peu, for the 8 Scope it gives for to believe any 
* thing, or nothing; your beſt way will he to 
mnclay Scripture aſide, whereas Chriſt has forgot, 


yO'' For neglected to appoint us ſome aſſured means 
tO! Wor to know what Senſe of it he would have 
Inteus believe. 


on inael. And what — n ſhall I profels 

wy J lay Scripture aſide ? N 

at Iſaac. The ſame which now you have by 
Peripture; that's to ſay, whatever you judge 

ſollo so be the true Worſhip of Ged : Be ſure to 


r tiÞproſeſs a Revercnce for Scripture, and ſeem 


Ut i o believe it's the Word of. God, leaft You 
arde nay tcandalize weak Brethren ; pretend alway 
* the at 


e 


; Ply 
that your Sentiments are grounded upon th 
Text, but betwixt you and God, believe whatÞ of ] 
ever you think to be true, worſhip God / F 
vou judge he is to be worſhip'd, and that our 
the way to live in Peace: Do you think bu; of! 
that thoſe noble Spirits which they call the Wii Doc 
of England, have a good Religion? In publif Idol 
they ſpeak reverently of the Bible, but w 
| Know what they have, and do declare in thei 
private Diſcourſes, that it is but a Romance 
or meer Fiction: Do you think but that therſ 
was a Religion in England before it ſaw CH 
gory's Emiſſaries, Auſtin, and his Monks? Wa 
need therefore of a Bible for to have Religion Þ 
Were not the Swinfeldians a religious Congre 
gation, and of the Reformation too, yet theſigio 
|| cared not for Scripture, but grounded theiſto al 
|| Belief upon God's Inſpiration and inward SpeedſIn th 
| $0. me Fieart ?- 7 
| Iſmael. If I were not well acquainted witÞtann« 
you, and had not very convincing Proofs, anflhan 
ſignal Teſtimonies of your Piety, ſolid RelPaga 
— polity, and Chriſtianity, I would judge yopy it 
y this laſt Piece of your Diſcourſe, to be aſh out 
impious Atheiſt or Pagan: and I wonder thi 7/a, 
fo good a Chriſtian, as I know you to bÞ we! 
ſhould ſpeak fo irreverently of the Bible, arſirſt « 
$ much in Commendation of Paganiſm as yoſhang 
do: There was indeed a Religion in Eugla 72 
before they knew what Scripture was; Mu 
that Religion was Paganiſm, which AufÞWores 
and his Companions happily baniſh'd from ofluprte 
Land, {ſad 


% 

taac, Happily ? do you call an Exchange 
of Paganiſm for Popery [introduced by Auſtin] 
a Happineſs ? is it not generally believed in 
lour Reformation, and moſt ſtrongly proved 
buff of late, by that incomparable Wit and Pen- man, 
Vi Doctor Hrillingfleet, that Popery has as much of 
blildolatry as Paganiſm; our Land therefore had 1 
wPaganiſm as good Religion, as it received by 
he4uftin in Popery : Does not To ron noble 
zncYChampion, and moſt of the Scrides of the Church 
herfſot England teach, that Popeyy is a ſaving He- 
Grin, that we may be ſaved! in the Church of 
Va Rome“ if Popery [notwithſtanding it be Idolatry, 
on Is they fay,] be a faving Rxligion, how can 
1grethey deny but that Paganiſm is alſo a ſaving Re- 
theEYigion? What need had our Forefachers therefore 
theo abandon Paganiſm ? Why was it mot left 
deechn the Land? 
I Ifnael. Whatever may be ſaid of Popery, it 
witFannot be denied, but that Chriſtianity is better 
„ anflan Paganiſm : The Expulſion therefore of 
RelFaganiſm by Auſtin, was a Happineſs becauſe 
e yoPy it Chriftranity was introduced, and eſtabliſn'd 
be an our Kingdom. 
r thi Iſaac. Alas, Tſmaerl ! if England had been 


the 
at 
= 
at“ 


o bÞ well informed of the merit of Paganiſm, when 


e, anfirſt Chriſtianity was preached, it had never ex- 
is yomanged the one for the other. 

ngla Iſmael. What, not Paganiim, which r 
; by Multitude of Gods, for Chriſtianity which 
AuſPores but one? Not Paganiſm, which adored 


Iſa and 


m olfupiter, Saturn, Venus, &c. who were Devils 
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and evi] Spirits; or wicked 
themſelves to be adored. 
adores the only true, 
[Deity ? 

Haar, You ſpeak v 
believe as. you 
Anceſtors f 1 tlie 
ent NIE of Chriſti jamty do teach, 
Gods of 81 
confeſs. al{s; 
tne fiſt e of the 
ſuaded, grounded upon Scripture, which 1 
ſeveral places fays, The Gods of the 
Devils, grounde 


— ll 


Men, ho can; 
for Chriſtianity. W. 


— 
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iumortal and 


with the 


have been ſtruck d by yo 


* 


& 


Fo 


Crentles 1 
Doctrine of. th 
1 [ iors-the Fathers 0 
the Church, the World being perſuad. 
by the Apoſtle es, by the Doctors, Fathers, an 
Preachers of (Hriſtianity, th | 
the Pagans ac dored were but Devils, 
Sorceries, and marvelions Works decoved Mar 
kind, and 
Gods, all 
Tevils, 


tianity. 
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2 (odds J . 


it th 
Wise 5 1 00 
made themſelves to be adored 
Men aſhamed to ajore bi 
forſook Paganiſin and embraced C 
And all was but a meer Policy 
Popery, to catt fo much Dirt and Calum! 
upon Paganiim, and make its Gods 
vils for to intro: Juice and eſtabliſh Chriſtianit 
Doctor 
a the Church of Rome, pag. 40. ard 
s plainly, Thet the Pagans 


WC 1 
Chr. 


7 
— a 1! 
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are chnroed a 


more thai they were guilty of, pag. 7. tays tl 
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Fupiter adored by the Pagans ; was /o far Fr 


h: 


kan Sort, ug 
Apoſtles, and anc 
[ 


the Gentiles were Devils or evil Spirits 
all the Chriſtian Worid fine 
Golpel,- was o po! 


Dult 1 4 


Stillingfle / in his Char oe of Ids 117 4 
lead { 
5 Monte 
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ed for g 
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perplexed in Mind, I bid you adieu, and do confeſs I car. 
ry with me from your Ditcourſe a Diſlike of what I have 
been hitherto, an Unſettlement by my Perſuaſion, and a 
Coinpaſſion of the poor Pagans, fo unjuſtly baniſh'd from 


cur Nation, if what Doctor Stillingfleet ſays, be true, he 15 


a learned, religious, and deligent Searcher into Scripture; 


the ancient Doctors and Fathers of the Church reading 


Scripture, judged and taught, that Jupiter was a Devil 3 
well as the reſt of rhe Gods which the Gentiles adored ; Dr. 
Stillingfleet and other reformed Drs. reading Scripture, judge 


he waz no Devil. bat the true God Hleſſed for evermnre ; any 
Child of the Reformation may believe either of both, and 
put Jupiter into our Litanies, as well as J E SUS Chr:.1 


and oſter Sacrifice to him as formerly our Anceſtors did; 
for whatever any an of found judgment judges to be ii 
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